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CORRESPONDENCE 


WEAR DIN 


TU GUL ero haen QE INDIGO. ' 


wh ~ Ah 4 bo cane I 


rome Wo Guey, lxy., Seorotary lo the Coyermnont of India, Tonto 
Department, to A, i, Youn, ts, Seerolary to Lhe Government of 
Bengal, No. S87-b,--Glated 27th duly 1860.) 


SIRT AM direoted to forward the acvompanying copy of a 
Petition presented (o the Government of India by the Con- 
tral Committee of the Bengnl Indigo Planters’ Association, 
on behalf of the Association, and to intimate, that the 
Governor General in Council will be glad to have the 
Tacutenant-Govermors remarks on the statements made in 
the Petition. 


ae con emi ww 
Petition of the Bongal Indigo Planters’ Association to tha Right Iouw'ble 
His Txeeney the Vieoroy and Governor General of Tadia in Council. 
Rosesarrun.y Sun WELT, 

Lhat your Petitioners’ Association is composed mincipally of persons 
engaed ja the eultivtion of Indigo in the Tower Provinces of 
Houral, a cultivation which has bea by one Right Howble Meraber 
of the Coungil remarked upon aa one of the few in India attracting 
Dritish eapital to Native labor, and one which the Government would, 


above all others, sish fe encenrage, 


2. ‘Uhat althauel your Petitioners ava convinced of this desira ov 
the prartaf dhe Goveiment af Ludia, the present Governor of Rengal, 
the TLowble Tole Peter Guat, has, sluce hig appotatment to his present 
atlive, unfartauatyly acted in’ such a way ag to throw nearly the whole 
af tha Tudiga Distrigts, and capecially Ishuaghar, into confusion, and 
uteds aomething be dane to comedy the present system of misrule, 
nuiwy Tndige Planters must be iivetilovably ruled, while the inevitable 


I 


result of the withdiawal of British Capital hom the Distdetii a inntia 


of ro xmall iinportanee, 


3. That your Fxeelleney in Council may probably be, in coe 
quence of you Excellency’s dutios having mado it necensary for yen 
to proceed np the country at tho tie i questing, Wok omits ly 
nequainted with tho origin of tho disturbances which have for some 
months been existing in Kighnadlur and the adjacent Dosteety ani 
which havo aleady put Government to so much expense, 


4, That the origin of those disturbances tudoubtedly waa the con 
duct of the ffon'ble Mi, Eden, thon Magistrate of Raraset, allowane 
the Ryots of tho Baraset Distiict to hecoma aware that bis fechas 
was against the Inhgo Dluntera ; whereupon the Mimager of the 
Bengal Indigo Company complained to the then Goseino of Denyal, 
now Sr Fredenck EHTalliday, but that peutlenan having retired from 
office, the matter waa finally investigated by the How’ble John Peter 
Chant, who supported Mr, Mden, 


6. That onthe 17th August 1839, the Tlon’bly Mi, Tddon wrote 
to the Deputy Magistrate of Kalaoonh a letter, whieh yer tx. 
collency in Council will at once seo way intended to point out the 
advisability of Ryots objecting to cultivate 


Ags tho cultivation of Indigo is eanied on toa considerable ox« 
tent in your Sub-Division, To hey to forward for your mformation anil 
guidance Mistiacta fiom a Detter No, di16, dated 2)ae duly Caan, 
from tha Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to tha Conus aoner 
of the Nuddea Division, 


“You will pereciva that the cause lid down for the Palicn in Ludijen 
disputes is to protect the Ryot in the possession af tia lands, on wluch 
he is at hberty to sow any mop he hikes, without any imerforenes on 
fio part of the Planter or any ona cle ‘Phe Plante is vet at 
liberty, under protext of the Ryots lavig: promised to sew Tudo for 
him, to entor forcibly upon the and of the Ryot. Such pramiges 
ean only he producad agamst the Ryot in the Givit Come, and the 
Magisterial Authorities have nothing todo with them, for there muat: 


(3) 


he (wo partion ton promise; and itis possible that the Ryats, whose 
planes at cautiacts ave aduutiad, may stl have many isresistible 
pleas dy avant the vonyeqtones the Planter sists upon.” 


G ‘That on tha 20th August 1859, the aud Hemehunder Kur 
published its the District the following unfortunate and allyndged Pio- 
claimation i 

TRANBLA'LION 

«Po the Demogat of ‘Lhaunah Kalmooah, ‘Tako Notice, —A 
letter from the Magistiate of Barasot, dated the 17th August 1859, 
brving been reseived, accompanied by au Iéxtract from an English 
letter fiom the Seevetary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
audios of the Commessioner of tho Nuddea Division, dated Qist July 
1859, No, 4516, to the following purport-that in enses of disputes 
relating to Indigo Ryots, they shall retain possession of thei own Jands, 
and shall sow on them what crops thay please, and the Police will be 
careful that no Tudyo Planter, nor any one else, ba able to interfera in 
the matter ; and Indyo Planters shall not be able forcibly to cause 
Indigo to be sown on the lands of those Ryots, on the ground that the 
Ryols consented to the sowmg, &o, of Indigo, If Ryots have so 
consented, the Indigo Planter may bring an action againgt them in the 
Ciuil Comet. ‘Phe Grininal Court hes no concern ip these matters, 
because, notwithstauding such contiacts, or such consent withhold ot 
Yvon, Ryota may urge uninawerable excuses against the sowiny of 
Tudo. A copy of Perwautal ia therelura isqued, aud yor ara ta- 
yuiestodl in tiiine to act xocoitingly»—-Datod 20th Angust 1859," 


7, ‘Tat tha conseqnanea of this war that tha Ryots iv that and 
the surrounds Disticts inmnediately bohoved that Government wished 
to put a atop to Indigo Planting, and on the 14th October 1859, the 
Manager of tho dingergatcha Indigo Concoin nought to the Cont 
misstonera nofice tha dangerous effects of such a Proclamation, and 
aftr an divestigation the Commissioner, Mr. Grote, as well ag 
Moesig, Reid and Diemmond, who wore all men who thooughly 
witlerstood the Indigo District aud tha peaple, wianimously condomued 


the indiseretion of the Mavistiate aul Deputy Mayietate, althoueh tho 
Hon'ble Ma Gann, on the 7th Apil L860, wrate adetter ar which ho 
stated that ha considered that Att. Eden had paver a uitishictary ¢ 4. 


planation, 


8 ‘That althouwh that might appear bo te Pls Honor, tha come. 
queuces in the meantime were gerions in the exsteme to the Vlantens, 
and about tho heginning of Heluary, on the vetma ef the Uoble Ma, 
Giant fom a tour though the Indigo Dishiets, aveport spread rapidly 
throughout the whole of the villages that the Government wore 
opposed to the cultivation af Cudia, 


9, ‘That your Petitioners believe that this waa eaused by the 
Lieutenant-Covenor allowing binself te fom and openly expres an 
opinion hostile to the system of fudigo Planting, althongh ata gular - 
quent interview which a Deputation of your Peutoners’ Apsavintion 
had with His Uonm, he stated) plainly that le had never had any 
expaience in the fudigo Distiets, nnd (hat he waa very ignorant on 
the subject 5 and in order to show that yon Votitioner’ bebef on that 
subject is not unfounded, they would beg your Jexcellaney’s attention 
to tho following Fixteact from a fetter fiom Mh, Grant to Ale Seouee, 
dated the 28d March 1860, written ten days alter the dntersiew with 
the Deputation, and published by the authouty of tha Govenonent af 
Bengal, which is as follows te 


“Tam inyself of opinion that the Tadigo cultivaters” Gnvauing (he 
Ryota)— have and Jong have hind yoont and mereusing ground of jut 
complaint aguinat the whole system of Ladige cultivation.” Wy, 

ad 


10. That the oceasion of thy writhay of that fetter wag the earned 
entieaty of tha Planters, that Tis Tone should roquent Mia, Beene 
ty bung into the Legislative, Council a Hill to eanpel Rynte te com 
plete then engagements, a measme whieh was absolutely necessary, 
ag fiom the ipid spread of tho disatfection amongst the Ryats Iwny 
Planters saw iuin stuing them inthe fiee, while the Disuders were 
becoming so disturbed that neither Ife ner property were aute. 


oe 


It, ‘That the VLeeislativs Counet) at ance saw the Hnevosaly of 
ypeedy action, and the Ach AQ of L860) was passed and received 
your Havelloney’s aesent, 

12, ‘That your Petittauers believe that, fhe Toent Authorities 
had been posmited te cay ant the provisions of this Act without 
Diimferenes on the pau of tis Tonor the Lientomut-Covenm, none 
at the diffleulies wih whieh the Mantes have to contend would new 
esist, while, instead of having al prospect befoe them af utter vuin 
lomny Wnetories neat season, matters woul have gone on te the 
nitual adyautnze of the Capitalist aud Laborer—all differences 
between then being suttled, like every ojlier commercial arrangenient, 
upon the simple question af price, 


13, "That iinmediately upon the Act being passed, [is ITonor 
published, on the lth Apul 1860, o letter of instructions which is 
hevetoe annexed and marked No. 1, which refeis to 2 previous letter 
published by Tis ona, and whieh is hereto annexed aud marked 
No. 2, and your Petidieners hianbly sabmit to yom lacelloney in 
Gouned, that ata dime when the Ryots were all under the belief that 
the Licutenaut-Covernar was oppased (a the system of Indigo Plant» 
ing, it would have been snore proper to leave the Magisterial Offices 
to exercive their own diserotion as tothe mode of acynainting the Ryots 
with the tous of the Act, instend of diectine the Magistiates to 
coummunicaty to them the desiie of Goyerament, or pointing out to 
them, asin the 7th paryaaph of the letter marked No, 2, that the 
Act waa only to apply to the emiant season, lierchy heaping alive in 
the minds of the Ryota a fooling of excitement that a diseroct Magts- 
traty if left ta himeelf would have known how to avoid, 


Pt. That considering the powers which Tis Tonos has as to tho 
reimavalof Magistrates, it was, avyour Petitioners subinit, nuealled 
furs unless Ue Tlon'’ble the Lieutenant-Governor could not trast the 
Maytaterial Qilicers of the District-—to hold out as he dic in the letter 
No, toa thieat of camoval if any Magistrate interpreted the Act 


rontary to Tis Honvis’ views. 
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18 ‘hat tho Gientenant-Coveruai, ii laying dow Rules for the 
interpretation of tho Act, exereded, a4 your Potitionms suliait, hin 
powers, and treapassed upon the proving ofthe Legislative Corneil 
nd of the Judicial Oflicors of the Gevernmont, because, where a ques 
tion as to the mening of an Act arose, a Jinheal tiltanal, wheie both 


sides could be head, waa the proper forum to duterpret it, 


16. That your Petitioners bes to diww to the enuieat eonnideration 
of your Ixcellency in Conneil that the Lieutonant-Goyernor hes, sineo 
that Act was passed, interfered with the working of it in sueh a way 
as to makeit wholly useless for the purpose whieh the Legislative Conn. 
ell had in view ; and your Petitioners have ouly te refer ta the Recurds 
of the Government of Bengal containing tha Vapois relative to Tudiga 
Plouting, which are published by anthority, to chew that Tia Donor 
has exercised au improper atid most indiscreet interference with sen- 
tenees passed by the Mnyistrates, 


17, That soon after the passing of the Act, a Mookliteae was 
tried by Mr. Betts for inatigating Ryots to break their UNeagreronty, 
and a number of Ryots were sentenced for ploughing up Judise that 
had been sown. 


18. ‘That both of these offences had beeome very common, avd 
it was necessary for the auke of example to put them dawn at anes ; 
but notwithstanding thig, and the express provision by the Laglalative 
Council that there should be no appent, the Licuteoant-CGovernor, on the 
19th April 1860, ordered the Coumniasioner to teview thease proceciiuyes, 
ns appears by the letter heto amexed, and marked Ne 8, 


19, ‘That by adopting such a comse, tho TProgeeutars had not oven 
tho chance which, if there had been an appeal, they would have had of 
showing that the convictions were proper, and the Cieutenant Chovemor 
soon afterwards ordered the relenie of thy Movkhtenr and the Ryoty, 
which did moe har than your Maculleney ean imagine, 


20, That in order to show what the wivh of Ula Honer was, duis 


(  ) 


proceeding has bean followed up hy his directing. the reloase af many 
ather Ryute inp isoued duly aeconding te law, and the remoya] from 
the Fadigo Disniets of tho Mayrintrntes, Megas, Betts, Mackensio, 
Macneil, and Taylor, and the aubstilution (iyi them, in cases coming 
uader the nuw Act, of samo of the Principal Sudder Aimeens of other 
Distileta, 


Qi. ‘Mhat tho elleet at Wis Toners Intorforornen hag, tunongat 
other things, heen ta ereate an impreasion, not only in the minds of the 
Maypistrates, Int also of tho Vinntera aud Ryota, that any devisions 
in faver of the Planter would invet with the Usapmoval of the Grover. 
ment of Bengal ; and your Petitimeis would bur leave to raw the 
attention of your TWacelleney in Couneil to the evidence, ANNs others, nw» 
Of MG. Voulong and Mr, Taylor, given hefure the Indigo Commissioners 
(the evidence on orth of mey of the most dinpenchablo character), 
to shew the oflbet of these acts of Tis Wonor, and tho absurdity of 
continuing to instituta Suity under the new Act, : 


22, Thatin a recent caso in which a deeision has been given by 
Mr. Worsehell, Magistiate of Kishnaghir, whiel; your Petitioners 
consider to bo entirely contrary to the evidence, and most nfust to the 
Plantor coneerned, His Honor has, upon a Special Report af the cnse 
to him, mdered vopies of it to be distributed anong the OMeials, hoforo 
whom caxes under Act AT, 1860, are (ried, with an intimation that 
Mv. TTerschell’s decision is ta be takon ag aiuto ty guide them fn all 
stinilae eason, his yout Potitionors lool UPON ask most unusual and 
imauthorized interference with the ordinary course of Inw, and the 
proper independonea of the Judicial Aathaiitios, and especially unfair and 
injurious to your Petitioners, inasmue) ag the evidoneg prodieed wag 
chiefly that of Buoks and J documents, kept according to the common 
practice of all Indigo Vaetoriea, which ara thereby, and in this Partioutits 
case, unjustly condonned wholesale, as not to bo received ng pool eyj. 
dence of clnime againat Ryata, and being the only sortobarative evidence 
Pinntors have to produce, such elating are practionbly rendered impossthle 
of prouf, 


¥3, ‘That you Petitioners beg today particular attention to the evi. 
dence of Mi, Taylor, a inan of the highest hou and teputation (giver 
before the Commissioners), by whieh it appears that, while the decesion 
of eases under Act XI, was left fo the gentemen acting as Mneistates 
in the Dishiet, every cage was decided in lus favor, but every ease whieh 
has since their reomaval been brought by hun before the Prineipal Kad. 
doy Amecn, although supported by the same class of evidence as in the 
previous cases,hay been deamissed,-—a faet that, av yor Petitioners subunt, 
shows the effect of the interioenee whieh they now eomplaur of 


24, ‘hatin several Districts contracta have been entered tote fo 
three yoars and upwards, and in the absence of any Lepistative Muact- 
ment to the continy, such contracts are in evay way binding, and many 
Planters bave made then calculations for the several seasons on the 
hnowledge of these contiacts ; but [fis Ifonar, without taking this faet 
into consideration, o: indeed considering for one instant, the seitous 
effect ou all cultivators of Indigo of such a procceding, Intely publishod 
a Proclamation, the iumeiate effect of which was to cauge the Ryots, 
in many Districts, who wera previously perfectly quiet, aud especially im 
Messis, Watson and Co’s Factories, to combine against then employcis, 


25. Vhat the Proclamation is as follows 


Ishtahar by the order of the Hon'ble the Tactuenant-CGoees ior, 


The following Valituhar os issued for the information of those Ryate 
who have been putin pron on aeeaunt of chums avatust them for 
non-filiment of their contacts for sowing Tudivo, or having taken 
alvaneos for the cunent season, and those ngaingt when elu atu 
now pending, as also those who aa in any way connected with Endive, 


. The Act XT. of 1860, 1especting Chdige, which is now in force, 
will only remain so for a short time, Cammissionata will be appointed 
boforg the conimencoment of next sensor for sowing Indigo to enquira 
ito the caso of complaint by tho Ryots In iespect of the cultivation 
of Indigo, and on then sport to Government, such rules will be Inid 


down as will benefit all, paities, and wall undonbtedly show no pare 
linlity fo any one, On the exphation of the present season, it will 
be optional for the Ryats to seacive advances and to entor mto sontiaets 
for sowing Tndiga, Dhat is to say, that as for thace who have been 
imprisoned for uet sawing Tndive this season tn tein al their eautacts 
on proved vlaims, it will vest with them to receive, or uat teceive, ad- 
vances to sow Indio im future, although for this season they are 
required in terms of theit contact lo saw Tudigo 


Ruvenus Covwussronnrs Ovvice 
} 


~ 


Nuddea Division. 5 


26. That if there were any doubt inthe mind of your Texcelloncy 
in Council ag to the views of His Tfonor on the subject of the Indizo 
chaputes, and his interference with and implied disapproval of the Act 
of the Legislative Council, this Proclamation would, ax your Petitioners 
believe, vemove it, and the effect of it upon the contracts not yet com- 
pleted willbe inetievably injmiows, ‘That in consequence of this cons 
stant interference of His Lonoi, the people of Lower Bengal ae losing all 
respeat for the Officers of Government, and the minds of the people in the 
Indizo Districts are kept m a atate of greater excitement and ance tninty 
than they were before Act 21. of 1860 was passed, The Districts 
of Jessoro and Pubna, hitherto comparatively quiet, are becoming 
solously disturbed, and in them, os well ns in Kishnaghu, the greatest 
diffeuliy is experienced by Pluiters in inducing the Ryoty to eut the 
fino cop of Indige Plant now ripe for manufactue, and which will give 
o handsome sotumn to both Viantas and Byots, unless allowed to perinh 
by the minguided folly of the people. 


27, That althongh in the course of the evidenoa tuken under tha 
QGommission appomled to enquire into the state of the cultivation of 
Indigo, and which Commission was appointed at the earnest request of 
you Petitiqners, a mass of evidence iu support of the allegations that 
the Ryots are opposed to tho cultivation of Indigo, and that it is anyting 


but advantageous to the people to have it cultivated, has been given, 
4) 
i 
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you Petitioners vefer with confidenee to the evidence of the Planters 
themselves, atl more particulaly to tho plain, visible, aud undeniable 
fact, that wherever Indigo Factories aro situated in Bengal, thera the 
poople ate licher, the county mata highly cultivated, and the provinee in 
a move advanced and prosperous state, than in any Durtrict whee Tage 
fories do not exists and your Petitioners point with pide to the fact 
that, within buta few years, miles and niles of country whieh were 
covered with the rankest jungle, aro now highly cultivated and proe 


ductive lands, 


28, ‘That your Petitioners believe that if yom xcellency in Coun- 
cil is desnous of vetaning Mnglish Capital in Bengal, it is absolutely 
necessary (o adopt some measures to prevent His Tenor the Lieutengut- 
Governor of Bengal from interfering, as he now does, behind the backs 
of persons interested, in cases pending or devided, with the due ad- 
ministiation of the law, and to direct [lis Tonor to leave to iho 
Legislatwe and the regulady appointed Tribnials of the country, the 
promulgation and administration of the Taw. 


Your Petitioners therefore humb- 
ly pray your Texeellency in Council 
to take into consideration this DPati- 
tion, and fo pass such orders a8 inay 
oblige Lilis Tlonot the Lieutenant 
Gorenor of Bengal to refrain fiom 

o * pursuing a course of condnet whieh 
camnot but be ruinous to the Tudign 
Planters in Bengal, and to point ont 
to Lis LTonot the impropriaty of fine 
terforing with the due course of the 
administration of the Law hy the 
regululy appointed Judieal Oltivers 
ns Inkl dawn by the Leyislative 
Council of Judia, and whielt inter- 
ference is, as your Petitioners sub- 


y 


( UW ) 


nit, both legal and unconstitational, 
and especially indiscreat iu the vase 
ala dispute between capital and 
Libor, and that your Macelleney tay 
pass Buch farther orders a8 inay, une 
de. the above clicumstanees, seent 
jnopet, 


\ pee neers tenet ree 
- ee teen FO Ce ten ah ee) 


APPUNDIX, 


ns eel Lee aa lilliiehihiemhiemn sdemed 


No. 1. 


n 


Irom A. &, Youna, Esq., Soavetary to the Gorormmont of Bengal, 
to tho Commissionors of tho Nuddoa and Rajshahyo Divisions, 
mCcnted the 4th April 1860 5 
Sirj-—Ting “Bill to enforce the fulfilment of Indigo Contracts, sud to 

piovide for the appointment of a Commuissionof Inquiry,” as read a 

third tinte, and passed in the Legislative Couneil on Saturday last, 

differs in some respect fiom thaticad the fiat and second time, in regard 
to which general instructions were conveyed to you in ny letters Nos, 
$273 and 1290, dated the 27th and 28th ultimo icapeetively. 


2, It is necessary, therefore, that the state of tha Law, ag it will 
now stand, when the anticipated assent of [lis Txcellency the Gavernay 
General is piven to it, so far as it affects the Ryots, should be very 
carefully explained to them, in the samo manner that the provisions 
of the Bill in ita formor state were explained to them, 


3. The following ave the most important changes made :— 


4, The summary and exeoptional process available by this Taw 
may be applied to the whole matter of any ragieement to cultivate 
Tudigo dusing the present season, for which any advance in cash lias 
Leen recened, inatead of being teatriated ta go meh of it as was mada 
in conskteration of the advance in cash: and thera is no ainsimum to 


( 12) 


which the damages assessable by the Magistato are restueted in 
ropertion to the amount of cash advance received, Mottover the 
Mogistrats may now deeiea specific prrfarinnce 5 he nny decree costs 
and compensation against a comphunaut tailing to piave his cause, and 
his decision baig all further proceedings in dhe matter of the eoutract 
in question. ‘Fhe provision that there shall be no appeal trom the 
Magistate’s oer remains as it was before if was proposed to give tin 
thesa extended powers, ‘These changes add materially to the ie 
sponsibilities of the Olivers vested with Magisterial power under the 
Act, and they make it more than ever imperatiye on those Offivers to 
give their utmost attention to the equitable principles it will tall to 
them to apply, and to the careful ascertainment of the facts whenever there 
may be any dispute of facts regaiding the nate as well as ronidtag 
the existence of dn agieemout such as iy provided for, Ou this point 
I am dicted to request that attention may again be directed to. the 
lemark made in puagiaph 4 of my letter of the 28th ultime, No, 1200, 


& ‘The special provision in Section TEL, of the Act will point the 
Magistiate’s attention to the general principle that fraud and force, and 
uulowful intimidation, vitinte agreements, 


G, Aa the TLegislative allows no appeal from the decisions of 
Officers vested with powers umder this Act, 1 becomes doubly tinea 
bent on Comuissioners to heep themselves constautdy informed of the 
manner in which these Officers dischaige the voy diBentt and respons 
sible duty now imposed upon them, aud of the aineiplos hy which 
they me guided in thei devisions, "Chess powers, and the oppor. 
luuily of acting upon them, must not be ietamed for a day fue the 
hands of any Office: who may show himself not eompetont to exereiso 
them in such a manner ag to do fall and substantial justive to all 
prt hes, 


7 Tho Act will have effect fiem this date; but under Section XL 
public Officers me indemunitied fiom any neta done before the 4th 
instant, which woukl have been justifiable under the Bill as read on 
the 24th ultimo, 
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8, Ove handed copies afthe Act in Bougales are herewith for 
warded to you, aud should be cheulated, 


~ 


No. 2, 


From A. TR. Vouna, Haq. Seoretary fo tha Govemmmont of Bengal, 
to the Conmmissionors of the Niuldoa and Rujshahye Divisions, 
Nos, (273 ancl £87 b--(dated dhe 270k Marek 1860.) 


Sin AM directed to draw yout immediate attention to the Bill ta 
cuforce the fulllment of Ingo Contracts, which was read a first and 
aceond tine in the Legislative Council on Saturday last, 


# This Bill, as it is fiamed, when passed into Law, will take effect 
fiom Satuday last, the 24th instant, and the Licutenant-Governor 
dheets that its provisions be immediately enforced by Magistates, as 
thongh the Dill were Law rt this moment. ‘Lhe wording of the ull 
shows that this is the intention and object of the Legislative Council, 


3. Tho provisions of this Bill, so far as they affect the Ryoty, 
must be very carefully explained to them. In the Ligutenant-Gover- 
nora opinion explanation will be best made by the sevoral ‘Channadarg, 
each in lus own ‘Chana, 


4, With this view it will bo proper for you to issuo forthwith 
throush your subordinates, for promulgation in all those places where 
any excitament ot unusual feeling in islation to Indigo Vlanting exiats, 
a notice in confounily with those provisions, 


§, Jt must be stated that it is the desire of Government that those 
Ryota ,who have received cash advances, upon their agreement to 
cultivate Indigo during the current season, shall honestly fulfil that agree- 
ment, It must be eaplained that any such Ryot who refuses or delays 
so to fulfil his agreement, shall be liable to be biought before a Magis- 
tiate, on the complaint of the Tudigo Planter who mate the cash advance ; 
and if the Mugistiate, after hearing both paties and taking ewdence, 
decides that the Ryot has token his agreement, that Ryot may be 
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ordered imniediately, in presence of the Magistrate, (o pay five ties 
the cash advance, and if he has had seed advanced te him, five tines 
the value of the seed, failing which, he wil be sent to dail, whilst the 
amount of the fine will bo levied by the sala of his jnoperty, ‘This, 
it may be said, is the order of Governmont, 


G. It should, morcover, be explained that aay person who shall by 
threats or otherwise aticimpt to prevent Ryots who have entoed inte 
contracts of the above natme from fulfilling those contracts, ov who 
shall congpita with others in any subh attempt, shall be punished by 
fine or imprisonment or both; and any person who shall maliciously 
destroy o1 damage, or shall conspire ot attempt to persuade others to 
destiay or damage, any growing cop éf Ludigo, shull be sitnilerly 


punished, 


7. But it must also be explained, that the order extends only to the 
current season ; and jtis the intention of Government before the period 
of taking advances for next scason arrives, to institute searching inquiry 
into the cause of the disputes between Indigo Planters and Ryots en- 
gaged in the cultivation of Indigo, and to pass such further Laws and 
Ordeis ag will ensure to both partics their just sights, and shall remove 
any reasonable causes of dissatisfaction which the Ryots way have to 
show, With this object o special Commission of Inquiry will vary 


avon be appointed, 


(Zo Commissioner of Nuddea) — (To Commissioner of Rajshealye.) 


& It is very desiablo that 8 It is very desirable that 
wherever thera isa large Indigo wherever there is a lavge cultiva- 
cultivation, and the probability of tion, and the ptobability of nume- 
nymetous disputes reparding Tue rousdisputes regarding Tudigo agtea~ 
digo agreements, there should be ments, there shonld be in tho elosa 
in tha clogo neighbomhood an neighbourhood an Offecr at hand 
Officer ot hand to carry out this to carty out this new Act, All 
new Act, and with this object three Olivers having full powers of a 
additional Officers with full Magis- Magistrate whe ara now in yout 


To Comma, ef NaddetmContianed, 


tevial powers have recently been 
placed at your disposal, and enn 
he located wherever you consider 
they are most likely to be requived ; 
other, Oftiees now in your Dis- 
tiict ara of course also avatable 
for the samo duty. If any of 
those Officers who have not now 
full powers are, in your opinion, 
competent to devida cases under 
this Act, they will bo specially 
rested with the requisite powers for 
this partienlar purpose, olf yor ie- 
commendation, You will bear in 
mind what was said in a late 
letter regaiding the ueeessity of 
giving every Officer deputed into 
tha interior of @ District whera 
excitement prevails, a sufliciont 
Guard of Military Poltco to 
maintain his authority. r 


io Comm, af Reayjshahyo=€ ondinned, 


Dintiets, are of course available for 
this duty, and eran bo located as 
nay seom to youadvisable,  Ifany 
othe: Officers, who have not now 
full powers, ae in your opinion 
competent to decide eases under 
the Act, they will on your recom 
mondation be specially vested with 
the requisite powers for this particu- 
lar purpose, Mr, Irarrell, of tha 
Aurangabad Sub-diviston, hag this 
day been vested with those special 
powers, Should you require om 
additional number of Ollices to give 
effect to the Act in any District 
you should lose no time in applying 
for them. It is aecessary that 
every Officer deputed inte the in- 
tailor of a District for the purpose 
of carrying out this Act, should be 
attended by a sullicient Guaid of 
the Military Poliva to maintain bis 
authority, and to put down imme- 
diately auy disturbance, 


No, §. 


Trom A. BR. Youna, Tsq., Seorolary to tho Governmont of Bengal, 
1o the Commiasionor of the Nuddea Diviston,--(No, 1838, dated the 


1Mth April 1860.) 


Sint,--I AM dircoted to acknowledge the receipt of you letter No, 


$00ct,, dated the 18th instant, 


enclosing Mr. Horscheil’s seventh 


Weekly Report on the state of the Indigo Distiicts in Zillah Nuddea. 


In this special reference is nade to the working of the new Law, whieh, 
Mr. Hersehell observes, lias been much misrepresouted by the Planters 
tothe Ryots, the sentences passed under it being held out ns threats 
over tho latter, with a view to voereo them to take advances, You 
acem to think that there is good ground for this belief, 


‘The Taeutenant-Governor is confident that if, ax represented by My, 
Hoerachell, the Planters aro straining the Taw “to invest it with 
grenter terror than it really has,” you will see that the Magistrates 


effectively prevent such abuse, 


~'Yhe cirenmstances you report, that somo Ryots have entered inte 
agreements and taken advances since the promulgation of the Law, is 
remarkable, It proves at least this, that all the Ryots who use€ to 
cultivate Indigo were not, a8 a matter of tourse, under agreament 
to cultivate this year, and therefore great care is requisite in requiting 
-proof of the agreement whenever the fact is disputed, otherwise griovous 
Injustice may be dove, 


Mr, ‘Herschel states, that. in the cases “which have been tried, the 
evidence for the Factories was their own books, as'to. the: payment af 
advances, and the oath of one of their own native servants, whilst 
no other defence has been put. forward than a simple but steady denial 
of the receipt of advances by the Ryot, The Lieutenunt-Covernor 
makes no doubt that the eases wore devided in conformity with sub. 
stantial justice, and presumes that in this, as in all other Civil actions 
now, the Defondant is allowed: to give his own evidence on oath, ag well 
as the Vinintiif and his native servants, Wut the manner in which 
the trials arc spoken of makes thiaa litle doubtful Tf the ease be 
nat so, then justice is not dane, When the Defeudant’s aath coutractiota 
that of the Plaintit’s native servant, tho obvious duty of the Judge . 
is to seck ott, by all cans, indopendent evidence, to show which story 
is the moro credible, ‘This duty, is to be hoped, is never neglected. 


The Factory books show that advanees have heen charged | to. tho 
owner of tho Factory 3 butit is not stated that they contiin the receipts 
of the payoes ; and it is not stated what the evidence of the European 


( i7 )) es _ 
ngsistant who signs them, mt rogarding the system of payment’ an 
antry, | 


These omissions in Mr, HersohelPs Report of the general vharacter 
of these trinks, the infliction by Mr. Mackonzie of the extreme ponalty 
for the frst ease ever tried ander the new Law for destroction of Tudigo, 
aud the imexplained sentence of a logal Agent of same Ryat apa. 
rently to Linpr isonment for six months, show the necessity for the earliest 
possible revision by you of these provceiings, in or dor to make it quite 
sure now, auld to be able ta make it manifest hereafter, that the principles 
of equity and moderation are, observed by each Oficer entrusted with 
extraordmary poner granted by the new Law, | 


% 





Fron A, Moxey, Bq, CG. B., OMolating Seorotary to the’ Govern- 
mont of Bengal, to the Secretary to tha Government of India, Home 
Dopariment,—CNo. 4366, dated the 22nd Auguat, 1860.) 

Sin,— With veferonce to your letter No. 1874, dated the: 
27th ultimo, and the Petition from the Bongal Indigo Plant- 
cvs’ Association, which accompanied it, Tam directed to for.” 
ward, for the purpose of baing Inid before Tis Excellency the 

Jovernor General in Council, a copy of a Minute recorded: 
by tho Lieutenant Governor -on the: anbject of tho oom 
plaints antl remarks containod | mn tho: Potition, 


— 
Tam sorry that an iN ners of a fow days” duration, which . 


mat it diflionlé for mo ‘to. do. 


Sa er of thie Bougal Tie | 
digte Plantar’s Aasostation. * more than’ dispose’ of “our vont: 


business, too important nae too urgent to bear any postpone. 
ment, has. delayad my answer to this complaint longer tliat 


Was desirable, - | 
iy 


( Is) 


8, Tho gence charge mada against me by tho Bengal 
Indigo Planters’ Association is, thal sinve iny appobitment 
1o my present Office F have acted in such a way as to throw 
nearly the whole of tho Indigo Districts, and oapevially 
Kishnaghur, into confrsion; and the gonoral prayor of tho 
Memorial is, that [be restraincd from pursuing a cotrse of 
conduct alleged to be ruinous to the Indigo Planters of 
Bongal; that the impropricty, Wegnlily, unconstitutional 
charactor, and especial indiscretion in relation to a dispute 
alleged to be between capital and labor, of interference with 
the due courso of the administration of the Jun by the 
regularly appointed Judicinl Ofltcers imputed to me, be 
pointed out and cheched; and that [lis Excellency in Coun- 
oil will pass such farther orders as may seom propor. 


8, Ii ig assumed in the commencomont of this Menorial 
that Ifis Iixeclleney in Conneil, in couseqnonce of Eis 
Exccllency’s abseuco in the Upper Preyincos until the 22ud 
of May last, may not be minutely acquainted with the 
origin of what the Memorialisls call tho disturbances iu 
Kishuaghur and tha adjacout Districts, It is onough to say 
upon this, that every proceeding of tho Bengal Government, 
sinco the difficulties of the Planters were first represented 
to me, euly in March, hay been reported in full to Ler 
Majosty’s Scerotary of Stato, through the Government of 
India, at firal hy every weekly Mail, and Jatlorly ly every 
fortnight’s Mail from Caleutta. 


d. To tho general charge of having acted in such a way 
as to throw nearly the whole of tho Tndigo Districts, aspoci- 
ally Kishnaghur (or Nuddea) into confusion, ib may perhaps 
be enough to reply, by stating the uudeniadle fact, that 
those Districts ave not in contusion, Lt is unquestionable, 
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that whilst thore is a great diyagreemout and much ill will 
hatweon the manufacturers of Tidige, aud tha producare of 
the raw material, the Indigo Districts, and Kishunghur es- 
pecially, in every general sonse, are perfoetly tranquil, Ab 
tha commoncanont of the excitoment there were two 
allrays, ona in Moorshadabad and ona in Pabua, aud thera 
was grent risk of a seous and extensive disturbaneo bronvk- 
ing ont, amisod by the animosity of tho Ryots against the 
Indigo Factories, in many places. Buta timely display of 
force, sent into these Districts for tha goneral purpose of 
maintaining order, aud for the special purpose of protecting 
tha interest which is now complaining of injury from 
Government, prevented all breach of tho peace, and savod 
the Indigo Factories. ‘The best Magistrates available wore 
placed aver the excited Districts, and by theiv exertions, 
supported by an adequato force, a dangerous crisis was 
passed oyar without disturbance of the genornal qnict, To 
talk of Districts boing in “confusion,” because of a com- 
meroiul disagreament betweon two classes concerned in one 
particular trade, whon the Daw is in fall forca, and when, 
practically,tho life, property, rights, and personal liberty, 
oven of the humblest cultivator were never befyre more sa~ 
etrg than thoy now are in those Distrigty, is not, I think, 
justifiable, 

6. There are no alfrays, no forcible entries and unlawful 
earrying-off of craps and cattle, no ploughing up of othar 
men’s lnuds, no destruction of trecs and houses, no unlawfal 
flogging and confinement in godowns, now roported. Tiven 
the offence of kidnapping Ryots seems almost arrosted, 
One Factory* Gomashta in Pubna is now indeed under trial 
for it; Gul sinea the abduction of Scotul Purufdar, whose 
death, under circumstances which appoar to mnke tho whole 
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affnir amount to murdor, ocourrad about July 1859, L have 
not heard of a single case of lawless vielonce iu Nudden® 
yen in matters rolating to the presont commercin! disag reo. 
mont, Law and Justice prevail. ‘Cho persons and property 
of Planters are overywhoro inviolate ; aud whilst, on the 
one hand, Planters do not carry off by unlawful foreo Indigo 
Plant in the lawfal possession of other peoplo ; on the other 
hand, if thoy have advanced a single copper pico for any 
Indigo Plant, to whieh they have a claim tinder « contract, 
but of which thoy haven difeulty in obtaining delivery, 
thay fiave now the means of establishing the fnet, nnd 
obtainiug possession legally in threo or four days. Where 
no contracts and advances are ostablished, we have reports 
of Plantors and their Kuropcoan Assistants going about 
themselves amongst the Ryots, and actually paying for the 
Plani, to Lhe owner’s content, in eash on tho field, This 
healthy state of things is novel indeed 3; aud if Goverumont 
ig neoused because it is novel, I will not defend Gavernmant 
on that charge. But I cannot admit that this practiaal 
introduction of the supremacy of the Law into the Indigo 
Districts is evidence of “coufusion,” 


» Sth pie AN ter hts ater tel apm EAR cre i lh ope A HVA erik Aa RE SO pel a a MTR ret oat meet wire, 


* Gino this posuage in the toxt was written, T have rovelyed a report of an 
outrage which ocaurrat Inst month ti Jossore, Arcovding ty the Commias 
sionar’s Report of ile case, bud of twentyafise Liattinl wore assenblod 
in an Tndiga Factory, and meaolied in broad daylight ta carry off a eoriain 
obnoxious and influential Ryot from his village. /Tho party attnekod had’ 
warning, wud dofondod thomuolyey,/ An alliay oseurred, in whivh the Ryot 
whose tbiagtion was dosigned was killod hy three spear-thrunty, and thico 
other mon wore wounded, and ato still missing, Soven men have been 
approhended, and will bo tried for this offences. ‘This ta a lamentable aftiy, 
bat unfortunately thore is nothing uew in the ene; and edrtaindy it is not 
on inataneo of yioleuce of whieh the Indige Planters’ Association oan 
complain, ov whieh ean Le atertbuted te Gavernment, 
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6. FY must notice another misdesoription in this Memo- 
rial, The commercial disagreement in question is dasig- 
vated a dispute between capital and labor, and I am 
accused of espocial indiseretion, on the ground that such is 
the charactar of the dispute. Tam awaro of nosuch dis- 
puta. Some few instances have bean reported to me in 
which mruufeeturers of Tndigo have fommd difficulty in 
obtaining a snfietont nrmber of Coolias, and srfficiont 
Boats and Carts; but in all those cases the difficulty was 
overcome, eventually, by ihe good sense of tho parties, and 
sumetimes with the help of the good offices of the Magistrate, 
in tho natural and proper way of an adjustment of rates. 
Tho disngrooment aotually existing is between the manufac. 
turovs of the Dye, and tho producers of tho Plant, which 
is the raw material of the Dye. Both classes ave capitaliste ; 
wid so far fromit being true that the capital of the produ- 
cors is so small, comparatively, that they may be 
ivuly deseribed, for practical purposes, as laborers, ' their 
onpitnl, in fhe aggregate, infinitely exceeds the onpital of all 
the manafacturors of Tudigo Dyo, The capital of the Ryot is 
in hia lund, his crops, and his calle, and in very many cases 
in his means of hiring laborers, over and above tho value of 
his own bodily labor, Tho wholo cultivation of Bengal is 
in hig hauds; aud the ruin of thig mighty interest would be 
the rnin of the country. Vho capital of the manitretnrer of 
Tndigo Dyo is partly in his menufacturing premises and 
utensila, and in his means of hiring Jaborers, but mainly in 
the dabta duo to him by the formor class of capitalists, mmely, 
the Ryots. [f tho Planters should suffor lossos, there is 
no ona wha would wore sincerely deplore the aircumstanco 
than I should; and thore is no one who desires more than 
J, to do overvthing to assist them thal justice and fair deal. 
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ing with the rights of others, and tho principles of freedom 
and of sound commercial policy, will permit, But as a na. 
tioual interest, the ownors and cultivalors of the soil mist 
be vauked second to none in an agricultural country like 


Tnilia, 


7. Both the interests involved in the present disagree- 
mont are capililists of groat national Importance; and both 
should be treated, not only with justice, but with considera. 
tion, A Government which shonld approach tho question 
wilh any less impartial’ viow of it than this, would ox, as 
much in point of sound economical policy, as in point of 
fnir dealing. Itis proof enough of a mistaken viow of fhe 
whole quostion, on the partof tho Memoruuists, who com- 
plain of my procecdings, that they make if a part of their 
charge that, their disagrooment with the class which eithar 
owns or farms all tho lend in Bongal, is not “discreetly” 
treated ns a dispute bolween masters and Inboreis. 


8, I now proceed to disenss the speeific points of com. 
plaint affecting myself takon in this Memorial, 


9, ‘Tho first of these that I can oxtractis thaton the 7th of 
Apuil 1860, ZT pronounced m= opinion that Mr, Hiden, who 
had been called upon to explain the publoation by a Polige 
Davogah in Baraset of a certain Perwannah, supposed to 
have been ordered or approved by him, jad given a satisfie. 
tory explanation on that point ; satisfuctory, that is, so far 
as howrs concerned in the affair, “dotwithstanding that thice 
othar gentlemen had unanimously condemned My. Wden’s 
indiseretion. Seemg that Mr. Eden, in his oxpliunation, 
showed conclusively thal tho publication was made a month 
wltor he had given over charge of tho Muagistracy, aud liad 
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left the Districh ; Uhat he neither ordered, authorized, ap- 
proved, or knew anything about tho Perweunah, and that he 
first saw if in tho newspapers, T do not seo how T, or any 
reasonable person, could have pronounced Mr, Lden’s ox~ 
planation rogurding this publication aa anything but satic~ 
fretory, 


10. ‘Tho second apocific grou of complaint is, that I 
cnusod a report to sproad throughout the villages, about the 
beginning of Pebruary, on my retarn from a tourthrough the 
Indigo Districts, to the cilect that the Government was op- 
posed to tho cultivation of Indigo; and that this was caused 
by my having formed and openly“oxprossed an opinion hos- 
tile to the system of Indigo Planting, such formation and 
oxpression of opinion being the more wroug, inasmuch as 
aftorwards (namely in the earlier part of March) I plainly 
stated ton Deputation of the Association thal I had never 
had any expericnee in the ludiga Districts, aud was very 
ignorent on tho subject. Lhe Memorialists do not name or 
allude to any one as having ever heard me express an opinion 
hostile to Endigo Planting, and thoy do’ not mantion any 
time ov place when and where such an opinion was oxprossed 
by mo: they morely state thoir belief in the imprted 
fueb of tho formation and open expression by ma of the 
opinion in question, and in the assumed consequence therect 
in tho village report abovementioned, But they adduce 
in proof of the fact, and of ils consequence, this argument, 
—that in a letter of mine to Mr, Sconces, dated the 28rd of 
March, wherein, on the application of the Momorialists, 1 
proposed to the DLogislative Council tho passing, in thoir 
favor, of a special Liaw for the onforcemont of Indigo con- 
tracts, with the glipulation that it should be fallowed, as 
prayed ivr by thom, by a Commission of Inquiry into the 
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wholo aystom of Indigo planting, [ wrota tho following 
words, vier Tam myself of opinion that the Indigo gul- 
tivators” (morning tho Ryots) “ have, and long havo had, 
groa, and increasing ground of just complaint against tho 
whole system of Indigo crltivation,” 


Lt, Lao not see how this quotation proves cithor the 
open expression of opinion imputed to me in and before (eb. 
ruary, or the consequences inferred from that supposed 
fact, Butas the printed Book, from whieh only the grounds 
of tho Moworial ean havo been taken, contains two denials 
by mo, addressed to two gentlemen interested in Tndigo, 
of my having ever expressed any opinion which could have 
given rise to any such village report as is mentioned, [ think 
[have fair ground to complain, if not of tha hetiel of the 
Memonrialists, in support of which they can advance nothing, 
at least’ of their publishing that bolicf now, without any 
mention of tho fret of my having formally denied all ground 
for its existence, 


12, Imust observe that the whole passage in the Momo« 
rial of which I have given tho substance abovo, is thoroughly 
wrong in matter of fact. Io did nob retiun from any tour 
in the Indigo Districts about tho bogimning of Webranry, 
T voburned on the LOth of March from a tour of ton weeks, 
not in the Indigo Districts, but in Southorn Bohay, namely, 
through the Chota Nagpore Country, aud the Gyah, Arrah, 
and Patna Districts, from whieh I roturnod by way of 
Monghyr, Bhaugulpore, Rajmehal and tho Tino of Railway. 
In tho whole course of that tour, J had no oceasion to 
express in convorsntion any opinion an tho subject of 
Indigo; and avery writton communication from me on that 
subject ig printed in tha Blue Book, Thad no oral com 


C4 


( 25), " 


munication with muy oue in the course of that tour concorning 
Indigo, till I arrived at Tajmehal, about the end of the first 
week in March, whon tho Distvict Officer there informed mo 
of the assault on the Factory Gomashtah near Anvungabad, 1 
have never mado what can be called a teur in the Indigo 
Districts ; but in August and September last yoar, I made 
4 tour in Kastern Bongal by water; iu whieh I touched for 
two or three days at tho Suddey Stations of Kishnaghur 
and Berhampore, amongst others, Nowhere in the 
course of that tour had I any conversation about Indigo, 
other than a few ordinary words with Planters about the 
craps, Many written petitions were given in to me by 
Ryots of Nudidoa, a large body of whom followed me to 
Berhampore for the purpose; and 1 learnt then that the 
Natives in Naddea were dissatisfied with the Magisterial 
treatment in that Distriet of their complaints against 
Pianters, All those petitions were disposed of by the written 
orders which will be found printed at fall length in the 
Blue Book; but uetther at Kishuaghuy nov elsewhere did I 
express avy opinion on the Indigy question, or on that ac- 
cusion sponk on the subject to any Nativo, 


13, hus not only is tho belicf of the Memorialists mis- 
takon; tho whole body of supposed facts on which it has 


boon foxmod is wrong, 


14, There has heen somo misunderstanding of a remark 
Einade to the Indigo Plantors’ Depntation in March last, 
I vemomber saying Ghat Thad never had any experience in 
an Indigo District; aud I have uo doubt that L disclaimed 
all knowledge on the subject of Indigo from personal obser- 
vation, But Iam sure that I did not say that T had uo 
knowledge on the subject deriveil from others, I know por. 

-{ 
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fectly the Native opiuton on the subject; and L had had o 
peculiar opportunity of becoming more fully acquainted 
than most-Pablic Servants with the econmmon buses in cou 
nexion wilh Indigo, iv all Distriels, xo far back as in 1835, 
when I was employed din digesting a masa of reports fron 
overy Jndigo Distmet in Bongal, which reports led bo tho 
repent, under the orders of the [Tome Government, of Sec- 
tion ITT. of Regulation V. of 18303) and when also all the 
remoustrances from Indigo Planters againgt that measure 
came under my eyo, As to my letter to Mr. Neouce, the 
opinion therein expressed was founded upon facts which 
were known to every boy, aud wore dented by nobody. 


15. I havo never formed ov expressed but one opinion on 
Indigo Planting, This opinion is, that sa fav as it is con- 
ducted justly, and lawfully, in accordance with the vvhts of 
all partics, upon sound comercial principles, and by the 
free will, and to the mutual benefit of all concerned, like the 
trade in other staples, it ts a source of national wealth, de. 
serving of the samo Jugh consideration as all other meat 
branches of lindo, But so far as it iy conducted unjustly 
or unlawfully, in disregard of the rights of any class, upon 
the false principle of a forced cufivation, nuprolitable or 
oppressive Lo the cullivator of tho raw inatorial, it is an evil 
of grent maguitudo, whether in its polition! or in its come 
mereinl aspect, and one which urgently requires correction. 
This correction, whonover actually required, Ehave always 
thought, und C continue to think, will be gelacting and eom- 
plete in the natural course of things, under a legitimate, 
vigorous, and truly impartial Magisterial action, which, 
leaving disputes in Civil cases to bo settled by tho eonstt- 
tuted Civil tribunals, abstaining from all support of oithor 
party not warranted by tho Law, and founding itsell wholly 
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on tho Taw, will give that equal protection from unlawful 
violenco lo both parties, in practice, which the Law in theory 
has always intended, 


16, Laccept all responsibilities for holding this opinion, 
and for acting upau i, so far ay the occasion required, when- 
ever the necassily of ga doing has been forced by circam- 
sinnecs upon me. T have insisted that wilawfnl violence, on 
any pretence, shall bo provented or prosecnicil to punish. 
mont by the Police, withont respeet to persons, or classes, 
or complextons. IT liave objected to tho Police forcing un- 
lawfully, or assisting or protecting others in forcing uniaw- 
fudy, any unwilling person to cultivate any sort of crop what. 
soever; uid I have insisted that the Polico shall not support 
one man in unlawfully sowing another man’s land by force, 
on any plea whatsoever. There is nothing new in this 
doctring, which has been the Law of the country for seventy 
years; aud there ought to lave boon nothing new in the prac. 
tice. If fhe announcement or enforcement of such vary 
plain and long established principles of Polico Law has really 
had any effect upon the Indigo system, the effect ean 
have been ouly corrective of ovils which should have been 
carrectad long ago. 

17, “ho next spocifie point of complaint in the Aflomo- 
rinl is, that] have interfered, to the prejudice of the Planters, 
with tho Jiocal Authorities in carrying out the temporary 
Act passed for tho enforcement of the current scason’s 
Indigo contracts; but for which intorference, it is contended, 
all differences between tho manufacturer and the agri- 
cullurisis [the capitalist and the laborer are the terms used 
in the Memorial], would have been settled to mutual advan- 
tuve, like every other commercial arrangement, upon the 
simple question of price, Now there is nothing, and there 
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nevor his boen anything in the whole dispute, bat the 
simplo question of price”? Tf the Planter had paid, in cash, 
such a price for Indigo Plant as would havo mado i more 
profitable to the Ryol to grow that crop than any other, 
abstaining also from all molestation of the Ryot by himself 
or his servants, no one pretends that the Plaulor would not 
have got, year aftor year, as much Indigo Plant ay le could 
pay for. Tf Planters geuerntly had vetoed, in the mntter of 
Ludivo, upon the principlo of giving a remunerating price, 
the Ryots would have been anxious to sow, instead of declin- 
ing to sow; andif the Planters wore prepared to pay such 
n price, they would have had no more reason to fear a want 
of Indigo Plant next year, and in future yenrs, than the 
Traders in Jute, Sugar, Saltpelre, Silk, or Oil Seeds, lave 
renson to fear the want of those articles next yeu, and in 
future years, But the Planters’ position, so far from being 
the position of frea ‘Tradors, as here assumed, was thig,—that, 
in consequenco of an extensive refusal to sow Indigo, they 
had beon driven to ask for 2 special Law, exclusively in theis 
own favor, and of extreme stringency against the Ryol, 
The Legislature thonght it right to pasy such a law, to be 
in force for aix months only, under the sndden emergency 
which allowed no time for inquiry; but if carefully pul into 
tha body of that Law # provision for the re-nssurance of the 
Ryots, and to calm tho alana the Ryots could not but he 
likely to feel at being thus suddenly and specially legislated 
agninst, whereby a full and impartial inquiry into the 
whole system of Indigo planting was onsured before tho 
next sowing season should come, As I would not have pro- 
posed, so also T know that the secutive Government of 
India would not have supported, a special Taw against the 
Ryot, even of six months’ duration, without such a provi- 
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sion, which promisod, in effect, the redress of all proved 
mriovances ; aud [ have not a doubt that the DLogislative 
Council would not have passed any coercive measure ab all, 
without such a provision, So strong was the feeling of the 
Legislature on Ghis point, that wherens in tho Bill presented 
{9 them mention of tha Comnussion of Tuquiry was only 
nade in tho Pieamble, as the Council amonded it, a large 
part of the body of the Daw consists of provisions for the 
Commission ; and this wag done for the very purpose of 
showing to the public, and to the complaining Ryots, that 
though existing lawful contracts must be enforced, an eflee- 
tive inquiry would be almost immediate. 


18, On the passing of the Law containing that provision, 
it became the dnty of every loyal subject desiring # continu. 
anes of the good fecling of the agricniturnl class towards 
lior Majesty’s Government, and interested in the preserva- 
tion of the peaco of the country, ta make the existence of 
this consolatory accompaniniont of the Act as fully know, 
and as thoroughly understood, as the coercive portion of 
Act. And this was very especially the duty of tho Ttonte- 
nant-Governor of Bengal. 


19. Tho first arlicle under tho genoral charge of improper 
interference, as far as E can analyse the Memorial in 
this part, is that, on tho passing of the above Act, [ 
directed its provisions to be very carefully explained 
to the Ryots. Uniess tho drift of this complaint is that 
T took measures to prevent any false impressions, such as 
would have unfairly helped the Planters, regarding the true 
design and actual effect of the Law becoming general 
amongst tho persons subjected to its coarciye provisions 

* Soo My. Tlorschel’s soyonth (And il ison record that endea- 
Boverot ak ree ed dine vours to induce such false im. 
460 of the Dine Book, pressiona were not *wanling), 
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IT do not seo any meaning in the complaint. Tf that. 
is its menning, if deserves no answer. he Law went ng 
further than to provide a smunmary procedure, and anew 
trifunnl, for the onforcemoent (by a stringent Civil process 
involving imprisonmont) of lawful couteaets in nebual exist. 
ence, Lf certainly wotlkl net have proposed, aud tha Legis. 
lature certainly would nob have passed, any Taw that went 
further than that. Tiven as it is, there are two opinions 
amongst dininterestod persons ag to whielhar any specin) 
Taw against the Ryot was justilinble, under the cireum- 
stances, or not: and if the Law lad gone a step further 
than the just and legal onforcement of actual contragls, 
there could lave been, amongst disinterestadl parsons, but 
one opinion about it, Ifit is meant that the Mxeeutivo 
Government, whils¢ leaving to tho Degislature the outward 
show aud pretence of fair intention, shoald linve quietly al- 
lowed the law to be unuderstoad in the Aloftussil, and acted 
upon, as though it had been a Law to foreo Ryots, being Her 
Majesty’s free subjects, to cultivate’ Indigo, whether they 
wished to do so or not, al prices fixed by tho purchaser, 
though they might bo under no obligation to do so, aud 
though they might never have received a farthing of consi- 
deration,-—such an act, in short, as no Tegislatwee wold 
lave dared to pub into plain words,--Iis Jéxcellency in 
Council will not expect mo lo nolice the complaint. 


20, Itis apmtof tho same article of charge, that J 
directed the Magistrates to communicate to the Ryuts, 
“that ib is the desire of Government that those Ryots who 
have reccived cash advances upon their agreement to cul. 
tivale Indigo during the current season, shall honestly 
fulfil that agreement’, Now this is precisely what tho 
Deputation of the Indigo Planters’ Association, which had 
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had an interview with mo, had asked mo to publish to the 
Nyots, with tho object of doing away with an impression 


* Sue page 854 of tho Blus Book, 

Jo show the offect of such com. 
miuunierttions of the desire of overt 
ment, the followlng passage may 
hy eited from a Report of Mr, 
Iaschels +“ Cwent to ona of the 
villages in dha Kualtholeah Con- 


which they believed to exist, 
that Government was opposed 
to Indigo cultivation; and it 
is precisely ywhat J had said 
ina Notification published in 


cern, whue the Ryots refused to 
gow. On explaining the Law to 
then they submitted, it being clea 
that they had taken their advan- 
eos, US that is the order of 
Government,’ they suid, ‘of course 
we must sow! ‘This js the geucral 


nccomlance with that request.* 
Yel this Memorial: comes 
from the very same bady, 
fouling,” Lage 407 of the Blue complaining of that being 
Boole, stid in a letter lo the Magis. 
trates, which, al their own prayer, had just before been pub- 
lished in a Proclamation, 


2). Again, if is complained thatin paragraph 9 of the 
Sceretary’s lelter of the 27th of March 1860, it was pointed 
out to the Magistrates, for the information of the Ryots, 
“that the Act was only to apply to the current season, 
thereby keeping alive in the minds of the Ryots a feeling 
of excitement that a discreet Magesirate if left to himself 
would have known how to avoid.” The meaning of this 
must be, thal although the Legislature had passed only a 
Law for the moment, and had most earefally provided that 
dhe Gaw self should ghew that measures ta ascertain, be- 
fore noxt season, ifany actual grievance required remedy, 
had heen regolved upon, and had thereby unequivocally 
commilted itsel€ to the adoption of any remedy required, 
nevertholoss E was to blame for not concealing this formal 
promise from the elass for whose reeassurance it had heen 
made, <Aftor what T have said above, I need not say more 
on this point, than that if this promise had nob been pul- 
lished, and the fairness of the designs of Government had 
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not beon made known, I believe that the Governnont would 
have hada vory different sort of excitement to meet than 
one involving only tho penceful rofasal of one party to strike 
a bargain with another party, for next season’s Ludigo, I 
believe that, but for tho monasuros taken, combining the rong. 
surance of the peoploin the just intentions of Govornment, 
with a prudent show of force, there would have been a move. 
mentin which the Plantors would have been the first but 
not the only sufferers. 


22, The next article of speelfie complaint is, that in 
the Seerctary’s Ictler of the 4th April 1860, T held out 
a threat of removal if any Magistrate interpreted tho Act 
contrary to my views. ‘This is a misropresentation, 
never held ont such a threat, or said anything that ean 
be made to have the nppearance of such a threat, I lave 
not oven in any singlo instance interproted tho Act, ov ox- 
pressed to any Magistonte my yiows ns to how if ought to 
be interpreted, upon any point, 1 have pointed attention to 
tho provisions of tho Act seriadim, ay plainly expressed in 
the Actin unequiyoenl terms ; but L have nover myself inter. 
preted the Act, ar ary part 
of if, [low necessary, as it 
lis sineo been provod, ib was 
at that time of excitomont, to 
draw aftontion strongly to tho 


"Onn the llvst iss of the now 
Tia, it certainty was very poner ally 
understood by the Poli to size 
nity that Gidige wax to he sown 
this yens just as vsuel, and al- 
though tha meaniy af the words 

(Che original eon Cad vance 
piutut ) vory speudily 


fot known, the proviss was sneh i 
vlog On all attempts to adopt pos 
neval measures, that it wis prac- 
fienlly prt out of sight, and if pus- 
dible it would have heen shiked, 
Tint dha Ryota had poreeised (herr 
ndyinitozo, and used dt Leuly 
notleed that the Polloa generally 
weid attanyting to override the 
Law by expotundlay in thew own 
way ty mewn shiaply ‘saw, ” 


sevoral provisions of the Law, 
ag if netually stood, will be 
seen from the extract in the 
murgin, taken from 2 late Re- 
port by tho Magistrate of 
Nuddea. I hava inculeated 
the duly, in every really con- 
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Leated case, of a carefol sifting of evidence on both sides, 
and of an attentive consideration, in a fre spirit of equity, 
of avery care, Where the feet of a contract with advances 
was at issue; and Lam sorry (o say that T shall have to 
show (hat this caution was very far from being needless, 
Bub Lhave never said award whieh was uot us much in 
favour of the Pluater, when his cause was just, ag iG waa in 
favour of the Ryot, when his cause was just. 


23, The position was in all respects peculiar, For the 
sike of the Planters, atthe moment the Act was passed, 
time was everything, A large number of Officers with Ma- 
gistork ial powers wore required, all to be act to work at once, 
otherwise the object would be lost. There were no Officers 
with Magisterial powers existing, who hed any the least ex- 
perience in Civil Judicial business; and many of the only 
Officers availnblo to me were gentlomen of little experience 
in any business; whilst of no one of them, all boing wholly 
nitried in such business ns was suddenly put upon thom, 
could it be cartainty predicted that ho was qualified for the 
now aud very pecullar task, £At the same time the duty, 
betug the rapid trial af aul, suits without appeal, was “in 
itself! a diftigult ene, requiving nich move than usual 
eulmness and caution, by reason of the excitement, clamony, 
wud misrepresentation, ou all sides, whieh prevailed, “With 
all this, on the justice of every decision might depend the 
question of the profit or incalculable lossy of the Fuetory, and 
the question of the comfort or the imprisonment aud beg- 
gory of the Ryot. ron a very limited number of available 
Officers, I chose those wha soamed to me tho most likely men 
to dle this new duty well, But being responsible for having 
tried these Officers at this new work, I should have Deen 
inexeusable if IT had retained one of them at it after he had 
‘ i) 
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shown that ho was nol qualified (o do it, which many Off. 
cers, good enough in their ordinary line, would he likely to 
prove to bo, Th was thought necessary, for the ohjoct of 
the Law, thet the causes in question should bo tried with. 
out appeal; but it was not necossary, for any object, thas 
they should be tried by Officers who proved to be disyuntifiod 
fur the duty, 


4, I did not ‘allompt to review the work of these 
’ teay * t i r v 1 
As tha Legislature allaws no Officers ut) self, Tha Com- 


appeal fiom the deeistons of ON- missioners of Divisions, who 
cers vested with powers under Chis 

Act, itberomes doubly incumbent nto rontlemen of aiminent 
on Commissioneia to keep than Hive ; n 
selves constantly Informed of thy (HAifieations, and of long ex- 


nuinner in wheel these Oects Tavicit is baits Daa 
discharge the very didentt ani eae were directed care. 
responsible duty new posed Upon fully to waleh the Judieint tbh 
them, and oof the prmeiplos by . 

which thoy ara aus in their de. Won of the Youre Assistants 


cisions. ‘Thess powers, ond theo , 
opportunity of nc ting pen thon, and tho Deputy Magistrates 
must not ha retained for a day in rp TC y , 
the hands of any Olleer wha may omploy od, givo in the mar. 
show himself not competent to ex- Raby tlie pusseG in my arders 
ercise them in auch & manner as to ; a ; 
do full and substantial justws to Whieli tha Aeniorialists do. 
all partic.” ‘ ; 

scribe as a threat of removal to 
any Magistrate who should interpret the Acl contrary to my 


views, 


25. Who Momovial noxt complaius that in laying down 
Rules for tho intorprotation of the Act, J have exeeeded my 
powers, and trespassed on the province of the Legislative 
Council and the Judicial tribals. Rut the assertion 
that Dhave ever Inid down Rules for tho interpretation 
of tho Act is coutrary to the fnel, A perusal of tho 
records will show that, asd have above stated, I have 
never expressed so much as an opinion regarding the 
intorpretation of the Act, Tho Law allowed of no appeal; 
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therefore there was no person who could pass any inter- 
pretation of thy Act, or could inform the Magistrates 
on points on which they loubted, and asked for infor 
mution, or eould correct errors, or could keep the Magis- 
trates togelhor in any consisbent course, with Judicial 
authority. But the Magisterial Officers, though inex. 
pericneed in Civil business, wore desirous of aching 
necording to Law, and were reasonably and conscientionsly 
willing to learn the Law from high legal authority. On 
points, therefore, en which they doubted or differed in 
opinion, or acted on what appeared questionable prin- 
ciples, L have several times obtained, and circulated for 
their information, in a general form, the opinions of 
the Advocate-Goneral, to which it is bul right to say that 
these Officers have always attached due weight. 'Pheso 
opinions hava been sometimes in favor of the Planter, »” 
and sometimes in favor of the Ryot; but always very 
mueh to the benefit of the interests of Justice, But, for 
myself, having no power to interfere with the Civil 
decisions, ] have neither attempted lo interfere with 
them, nor oxpressed to the Magisterial OMeers any opinion 
on their merils, one way or the other. 


26. ‘The next complaint is that TI have made the 
Act wholly useless for the purpose which the Legislative 
Jouncil hud in view, by an improper and indigereet 
interference wilh tha sentences passed hy Magistrates 
under the Penal Clauses of tho Act. In these cases 
alsu Lhore was no appeals butin them, as in all criminal sen- 
toncos, the Government has the power of mitigation, or re- 
mission ; and this power invelvos the duty of exercising it on 
proper occasions, ‘The absence of an appeal of right 
mado it incumbent on Government to see that, at a 
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momont of great clamor and oxcitoment, the great irre. 
sponsible power veslad for tho most parb in’ young and 
inexperienced Officers, was nob abused by systomatieally 
hasty, and, consequently, wajust convistions and scntoncos ; 
and do provide that the only possible ramedy of any such 
sentences as might be passed, should be applied by 
monngs of the romitting power of Government, The 
Commissioners of Divisions were thorefore mstrueted to 
keep an cye upon the general action of tho Magisterial 
Officers. ‘This was done most efliciontly by those expo- 
rienced and able Officers, Whon they found that a 
prisoner had boeu convicted unjustly, or hacl been ais 
nished with very oaacesyive severity, they reported the 
case to me, with their recommendation for remission 
or mitigation, Haeept upon the recommendation of one 
or other of thoga experienced Officers, I have nover 
mitigated or romilted a single sontence. It will be in 
the recolloction of the ILonorable Membors of Council, 
that, in diseussions preceding the passing of tho Juaw, 
this very safeguard was staled as a veason for not allowing, 
as in all other cases, an appeal of meht under this Act. 


27, I say caufidently, though Tsay it with cograt, 
that but for the cxereiso of this power, and tho vheek 
which some calls for oxplanation in some very glaring 
cnses of cnrelossness imposed upon syslomatically hasty 
convictions, unsupported by Inw or by evidenee, aud in 
some instances by vithorlaw or evidence, great injustice 
would have becu connnitted in the Criminal departinent, 
f justifiable spirit of hostility to Covernmont would 
have been excited in tho people, and much disgrace 
would have bosn inewyred by tho British Administration, 
Tho records are open, in proof of this assertion. 
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98, Tha ewe of the Mookhtar ar Atharnes of eertain 
Hyats, Haprisoued by Ma, Deprty Mapedtiate Getty, natheetyal 
for montion in the Momoriat as (he best core upuingt Gos 
yornment and the Commissioners, is porlips as otrikatye an 
example ay C cold myself lave acleeted of what weld Tve 
happened, but for the watchtalaeds of C'ourenstonen a bel 
Mookhtar, ab the complaint af a Plantes who was plant to 
prosceute Ryota foe breaches of alleged contracts wdieh 
they denied, was sentenced by Mr. Betty, after a triad whieh, 
from the record, could nol have tasted Cen imanites, for what 
was no offence at all, on avidence of whi was noe alleen at 
nll, fo six months’ haprisomncnt and a fine of 20D Rapres, 
and in default of payment ton further upprisomaent uf six 


mouths, 


20, The Deputy Magistuato biel tern aa taaty, and 
his bins towards convietion lind besa so stu, that be ded 
not stop to look at tha aw to see what set eonsteates! an 
offeneo wider it, Of course, after thick tliggenat esse, Che 
Ryots of that quarter could obtain the sevviyes at na bagel 
Avot to datand their quuses; and the Dreeutars for nerves 
val days had it all tho own way. ‘Phere wae another 
Mookhtar in another place sindlarly treated, Tr iv amute by 
the Association mattor of formal eonmphimt asad gse, Ghat 
Lromeddted this injustioa i soon tit wan reported tage by 
Mir, Grote, the Coumabsioner, he rolewe ob a Muh hear 
who had committed noe olfvuce, noid Ria return te detetnd in 
lawful course the eanses of lio chents, one af Chey nv te 
which it is anid that the Act has heen mide imeperitive, ane 
more harm hay heen done thin eum be inteined, of ain 
qmite sure tit the Assacialion Have adopted, men holy oan 
arenmenl which eyory aingla Podige Plater wh Pelaseages fp 
would disdain to use ta his own ease, Nu daedecetat 
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Planter, Tam auistiod, would sny that die destved the Kyaty 
he hinwelf prosecuted to he deprived of nll lewal ackvies by 
scading thelr Mookhtars for io offences to prison, 


$0, Tappend a Statement of all the reminsious mud con. 
mutations that have heen made, with remarks, The number 
of prisoners who benefitted by thesa reviews is 126, of he 
unjust imprisonment of very few of whom could a plausthte 
Goubt be ruiseds and when itis kiown Chat at one time Che 
Jnil of Nuddea alone held uo Jess than S88 prisoners, can. 
fined at the proseention of Planters under the tndigo Act, 
(so.as to oblige mo to cmply it of ordinary Criminals,) tho 
number of innocent piisoners relensed at the reconmcn- 
dation of the Cominisaiouera will net seem so lavec as to 
justify the dissatisfaction of tha Association, Tl appears 
to me that there are no grounds for asserting Chat a sufficignt 
number of respectable Reols have not been fneureerated wis 
der the Act, to make an example. 


31. The next specific complaint made is, of the alleged 
removal from the Indigo Districts of Mossra. Bells, Macken. 
zic, Macneill and Layler, Of threo of these gentlemen it isnot 
the ease dhat they have hoon ventaved either fran the tidige 
Districts, or from the most exeited part of thoye Districts, 
When the Cndigo Actswas passed, if was necersary in. 
mediately to place an Officer with fall powers in theneighbonr. 
hood of all those places where numerous suits were expeeted 
io be filed; aud amongst the Officers seleeted for this 
purpose were Mey Mackenaio and Mr fayler for Nui. 
dow When Mr. Mackensie’s serviecs could he spared 
from Nuddea, he was appointed to the charge of the Sub- 
Division of Narailin Jessore, and when Mr. ‘Tas ler’s services 
could he spared iu Nuddea, he was sent to his own Sub-Division, 

ee 
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of Magoora, also in Jessoro, At both of these Sub-Divisions, 
which aro in the thickest of tho Indigo country, Sub- 
Divisional Ofllcers were urgently required, in consequence 
of the Indiga excitement. So far from being removed 
from the Indigo Districts, these gentlemen were posted at 
tivo of the most Importané points in them, and were promoted 
to Sub-Divisional charges, Ma Mnencill stood appointed to 
the Snb-Division of Bongoug, in Nuddea, and when hig ser- 
vices were no longer urgently required there, and were 
urgently required at the Sudder Station of the same District, 
to fill the vacant Office of Joint Magistrate and Deputy 
rlector thore, he was promoted to actin that Office, 


32. Mr. Deputy Magistrate Betts had been taken tem- 
porarily from his Sub-Division, at Diamond Harbour, to do 
duty under the Act, in the imterior of Nuddea, In conse- 
quence of the hastiness and want of judgment and attention 
which he manifested in his proceedings, whereby tjustice 
was done, the Commissioner, Me, Grote, ordered him into 
the Sudder Station—an act of which [ cutirely approved, 
As experience had shown that the services of Mr. Betts could 
not be unobjectionably employed in proceedings under the 
Indigo Act, ho retumed to his own Sub-Division, and to the 
ordinary ling of his duty, It was Mr, Betts who eommitted 
the grave orror of imprisoning the Mookhtar, on a charge of 
whiaé was no offence,—-1n error which caused much lon! excile- 
mwmont, and involved the Administration in much local dis- 
credit Gill 16 was rectified. [tis unhappily too apparent that 
Mr, Betts’ return to his ordinary lino of duty was not too 
soon; for it has since, quite accidentally, come to my 
knowledge, that in one of his Civil enses, he gave (he Planter 
a decree against the Ryot, on a written agreement purport. 
ing to have becn made in 1856, cxceuted on stamped papar 


¢ te 


which, on inspection, proves to haye heen sold wu 1859. When 
it is remembered thal the absence of appeal hakey redress 
iv these Civil cases impossible, however glaring the injustice 
done; and that on such false suits aa Chis, thas hastily de. 
cidad, respectable Ryols, in comfortable eirewmatanega, are 
sold ont of house and jhome, sent fe privon, and reduced to 
beggary, no huni power esisng fo remedy the wrong 3 
can Tbe justly blamed for having done front Che first my 
uimost to secnre both parties from lability fo sufler under 
such hasty decvisions ? 


33. It is uot open to the Indigo Plinters? Association to 
complain of my removing from the fudiye Distriets a Xn. 
pistorial Oflicer, on the ground of lis bem wanting in the 
qualities nocessary for (ho proper discharge af the duties 
required of such an Officer, at this qriteal timo, (for this 
very same body, on this very same ground, ately petitioned 
mo to remove fiom this vary same Distmet of Nuddea, Me, 
Tlerschel, the Magistrate, Considering the cirenmotanees 
of the time, this application uppearad to me quite reasonable, 
provided the facts assumed were established, Ma Teusohel’s 
oflicinl position was much digher inn that of Mie. Belts; 
but J immediately eatlod upou him for an explanation upon 
the points on which cxecphon was Urhen to his vets; and | 
directed tha Commissioner to report upon thon, and upon 
the general character of Mr. Ulerschel’s proceedings, Upon 
receipt of tha explanation and report, To oarefully went into 
them point by point, ‘Tha result, as it happomed, was highly 
eredituble to Mr. ILersehel; and all the complaints proved 
to be withont any sound foundation, Bub ifthe result bad 
beon otherwise, T should certainly have aveeded to the prayer 
of the Association, by tumusforsing Chat Offieur to some more 
quiet Distrieh, Jt will not be contended thal unqnalified 
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Officers should be removed when the complaint comes from 
ono side, but should not be removed whon it comes from the 
other side. Yet unless this principle is contended for, the 
complaint by the Association of the removal of Mr. Betts is 
as little to he justified as theiz complaint of the removal of 
the three other gentlomen named, who have not been re- 
moved, 


34 Again, it iscomplained in the Memorial that I sub. 
stituled two experienced Principal Sudder Ameens, for the 
young Assistants and Deputy Magistrates, in the trial of the 
Civit suits under the Act, This measure was recommended 
by the Commissioner, and was carried into effect when the 
sowing season was over; and when, therefore, there was no 
longer any object in very rapid decisions of these Civil suits. 
Such decisions could no longor havo any offect on Ryots 
other than the parties in the sults; and if the Plaintiffs got 
their decrees nnd execution by the endof the season, they 
would be compensated in good time for the loss of the 
Plant. ‘The ordinary business of the Nuddoa District was 
gelting into excessive disorganization, by nearly the whole 
time of its Magistorial and Revenuo Officers being occupied 
in thoso Civil suits, which were quite forcign to the proper 
funotions of theso Oficors, Under theso circumstances, I 
voquested the Suddor Court to select two Principal Sudder 
Ameens to try tho remainder of the Civil eases, leaving to 
tho Mapistorial OMoors all trials under the Penal Clauses 
of tho Act, as a part of their proper business. 


86, The objection taken to this measure ia that 
Prosecutors have complained, not that in any single in- 
stance a claim has beon improperly rejected by the Prin- 


cipal Suddex Ameeus, but that their claims, when sub. 
6 


the 


oe 
re 


mitted to Lheso experienced and ablo Civil Judgas, are 
thrown out of Court to such an oxtont that the Planters 
have found the absurdity of continuing to institute suits 
nndor the tow Act’? As itis tmpasubla to contend that 
the young Apsisbants and Deputy Magistrates, who had had 
no Civil Judicial experionea, tried Civil eanses more properly 
than selected Pringipnl Sudder Ameansy, who have beon 
at that business all (hair fives, and who, in their own Tino, 
try reproachably Civil snite unloaded in amount, ia 
eases that go eventually before the Privy Couneil, T can 
only treat this ag a complaint by Plaintillk, who may win 
and cannot lose, of having to bring their causes before good 
Judges. Jt must doubtloss have been agreealile to Planters 
when their suits were triod in such a fashiou, that deereds 
ware obtainable on agreomenta purporting to he four yenrs 
old, thongh written on Stamps which were in tho Vendors 
shop ofie year ago. But [ do not admit that Tam te blame 
for a measure, an incidontal effect of which hns been tho 
trial of suits ina thorough manner, because the majority 
of olaims havo broken down under such a trial. 


86, It is indecd too true that, befora tho Principal 


sudder Ameons took up these suits, deoroos against tho 


Ryols upon allogod contracts and alleged cash advances, 
were rapidly obtained in Jarge numbers; and that since 
that time, on the very same sort of avidenco, the saine sort 
of claims have been for tho most part rejooted, upon the 
question of fact. Bub tho versonable inference is, that the 
faull was rather in the decisions of the inexperienced 
Officors, who decided in a hurry, ata time of great oxcite. 
ment and clamour, when the question of sowing was at 
issuo, than in tho exporienced Judges, who dociled at 
leisure, when there was nothing to distract their minds from 
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the plain question of fact involved in each oaso, And un. 
iappily the injustice done by the hasty decisions of the former 
period is not left 10 mere inference. I have mentioned one 
striking caso, accidentally come to notico, but it is little worse 
than several others. 2 lava information ofa Ryot who was 
imprisoned for three months, but against whom no award 
was evor given; and of another, all whose property was sold 
in execution, though no decree was ever passed against him, 
and no proclamation of sale was evor issued. The Indigo 
Commissioners found two Ryots imprisoned under this 
Law, in Nuddea Jail, who were stone blind, and who there. 
fore could not have contracted to cnitivate, and could not 
have cultivated if they had been under contract to do so 
All the damages given at first wera infinitely higher than 
they ought to have been, being more than double the 
maximum ponalty universally entered in Indigo contracts, 
wherever such contracts in writing exist. One of the largest 
and most respeciod Planters in India hag himself lamented 
to me this error. It was reported fo me that one Deputy 
Magistrate enst the Defendants in scventy-nine cases with» 
in four days, aud assessed the damage in every case at 
Rupocs 20 a beegah, exactly donhle tho well-known custom. 
ary mavimun yate, which is Rupecs 10 a beeen. It is 
nol doubtful that those casos, which every villager know 
in his heart to be wrongly desided, shook the confidence of 
the people in our just intentions, 


87. The next specific complaint is the ctroulation, for 
the gencral information of Magistrates, of a decision given 
hy Mr. ILorschel, which, in the Commissioner’s opinion 
afforded a striking oxample of the necessity of testing 
the truth of the papers and accounts produced by tha 
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Plaintiffs, as evidence in their own favor, befora admit. 
ting thom to bo conclusive, In this mattor, the Commis. 
sioner of Nuddoa roported to 

“My abject, howevor, in athe me in tho words transcribed 


milting the reeoid, id to affad the = | 
TAsutonant-Governor an oppor in the margin, Ilo applied 


nity of judging fiom aatual frets ; ; : 
of he asin on which, in this for oigzlil, printed copies of thie 


instance, the Factory necounts ap- +f avnrd a + alee 
poar to hava beon’ kept; of tho decision he forwarded, for cir 
manner in which tho advances tou entation, in order to show 


number of Ryots are aaserted to 
have beon conducted; and of the Officers “tho necessity of 


a Te Foie eee pationtly and thoroughly sift. 
production oferwanrect is most ing tho ovidenco in simile 

cases, before pronounging 
judgment.” ‘This was approved, and the copies wero fur- 
nished. I cannot sco any good ground for objecting to the 
circulation of an instructive caso, showing tha practical 
necessity of caution in admitting paper cvidonce ; or to tho 
inculeation of patiently sifting all evidence, Whero the 
Factory papers aro truo, testing them will make thdir value 
apparent; it is only fabricated documents, such for oxamplo 
asthe old agresmont on a now Stamp above mentioned, 
that can auffor by a thorough serntiny. Tho common 
yosuli of a proper judicial serutiny into the evidence 
advanced in support of the mass of attompla to ostwblish” 
contracts and cash advances, is shawn by tha fata of tho 
majority of dhe casas tried whon exporionced Civil Fudgas, 
able to give ns much timo ns was necessary to gel ab tho 
truth of every claim, wore employed in theso triads 


88, Ido not wish 10 bo understood as dosiving to jus- 
tify my measuies by throwing blamo, porsonally, on the 
prosecuting Planters, Itis avowed and known that the work 
of prosecuting claims was left to the Native Amlah of tho 
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Faotorics, who do not appear to haye been under any 
practical check, and whose peculiarly unscrupulous character 
is denied, in general terms, by no person, Furopoan or 
Native, of any class. 1 helicve the Planters themselves 
mo more choated and doccived by theso mon than any other 
persons avo, The best-intontioned Planters, therefore, must 
expect an intelligent and just Judge to spare no paing in 
testing evidence got up by such agenoy, 


89, In ono passage of tha Memorial it seems to be 
implied that the loss of their cases bofore the Principal Sud- 
der Ameens, by Planters, is the rosult of interference with 
those Officers. Tt this be moant, it is no less unfair to 
those gontlomen, whose judicial impartiality is unimpeach- 
able, than to others, For myself, I can only say that since 
Messrs, Bell and Davidson wore appointed, I have neither 
interfered with them, nor corresponded with them ; and with 
reference to n statement mado by a Planter to the Indigo 
Commission, I haye received from the Commissioner of 
Nuddea a denial of all interference with thom on his part. 


40, Tho last apecifie complaint made in the Memorial 
relatos to a Notification published by the Commissioner of 
the Nuddea Division in Bengali, of which a translation 
into Singlish is givon in the Memorial. / It is objected to 
this Notification that it shows my views on the subject of 
the Indigo disputes Cwhich it is inferred are auch as to be 
blameable), and my interference and implied disapproval of 
the Act passed concerning them, I speak sincercly in say- 
ing that I cannot answer this, because I cannot seo the 
process of reasoning by which the inference as to my views, 
and tho assertion as to my interferonce, aro founded upon 
this Notification. As to my views, whother they are 
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blameablo or not, T hayo in paragraph 15 of this Paper ex. 
plained thom in plain words. As to my disapproval of the 
Act, f recommended the Act myself, The Act as origi. 
nally prepared, was im many points much improved by the 
Legislative Councilin Committeo; and in somo points ib saa 
adored, in my opinion disadyantageously, by ounlurging its 
scope tuoitch for the raw hands into whieh tts execation 
was, of noctssity, first entrusted, Bull approve ofthe Act; 
and how my disapproval can be argued from My. lushing- 
tows Notification, I cannot soo. And as to interference 
with the Act, tho Notification does not contain one word, 


41, It is objected further to this Notification, that it 
will be injurious in the ease of contracts now in existence 
extending beyond the present season. The original No-« 
tification is in Bengali, and I da not know haw far the 
translation given in the Memorial is quite precise, Ib 
appem's to me, from its purport, to have in view only cases 
in which Ryots are free to contract, or not, noxk year, Bul 
it may bo that the wording might have boen moro clea 
on this point; for My. Ferachel objected to the Bengali 
wording on tho ground that it might lead Ryots, under 
unexpired contracts, to axpoct reloaso next years which at 
presont, pending action on tho Indivo Comuiission’a Report, 
no oue is in n poxsilion to promises and therefore that it 
might possibly give yive to popular disappointment and 
iniitation next year, 


42, My concern m this matter waa this:-—from the 
Weekly Reports recoived from tho Nadden District, it ap- 
ponred that avery largo numbor of Ryots, even whon east 
in damages, proferred boing sent to prison, and sold up, to 
cultivating Indigo for this one season, Ik way a gvievous 
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thing to seo a Jail crowded with worthy men of this respect 
able class. I had reason to suspect that so many Ryots 
would not have preferred this rninous alternative, if they 
had been fully assured that, by cultivating Indigo this one 
your, their position naxt yoar would be none the worse, 
‘This suspicion was confirmed by 2 report, then lately received, 
that certnin Iyots on the borders of the Jessore District 
were still ignorant of the promise of a Commission of In- 
quiry, With a view, therefore, to make the Ryots under« 
strand their true position, tho following instructions were 
issucd to the Commissionor of the Nuddea Division, 


“Tho Lieutenant-Governor desires that you will strongly 
urge on all the Magisterial Authorities engaged in the en- 
forcement of the now Law, the great importance of impress~ 
ing upon the minds of the Ryots who have been prosecuted 
and cast, and upon all their neighbours who, there may be 
roason to believe, have taken advances for this season, and 
upon all Ryots in general who are in tho same position, but 
hesitate to sow, the fact, that the presont Law is temporary 
in ils operation, and that before the next sowing senson has 
come round, a Commission of Inquiry will have sat who 
will listen to whatever gricvaucos they may havo to com- 
plain of, and on whose report it is certain that such a systam, 
will be established noxt year as will be equal and just to all 
partics, After this season it will be at the option of the Ryols 
to contract and tako nilvances for Indigo, or not, as they 
pleases; and those who this year falfil their bargains for this 
year, will bo in every respeot as free to chooso their own 
course next year, before the seagon for sowing arrives, aa those 
who foolishly go to prison and inyolve themselves in ruin,” 


Accordingly a Notification, in Bengali, to the aboye 
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effect, was prepared and issned by the Commissioner, for 
oireulation in the Kishnaghur, Jossore, and Baraset Districts, 
Mr, Uerschel, the Ofleiating Magistrate of Nudden, how. 
evor, 9 1 nye observed, objected to the issuo of the Noti- 
fienation in his Tistricl, chiefly ou tho ground that in il tho 
orders of Goyornment had nol been correctly expressed, 
Bul the Commissioner, fecling bimsolf satisfied on that point, 
issued the Notification himsall!. When Me, Llorschol’a uhjee. 
tions were brought to my notice, the Notifieation had been 
already issucd; and tha sowing season wes nearly aver, | 
did nol think, therefore, that any good would be dono by 
ontering upon the question raised, : 


43. ‘Cho evil was, that some Ityots, detormined nt all ha. 
gurds to be free of Indigo i in fulure, aud looking upon tho 
poualty of the sale of all they possessed, and imprisonment, 
however painful the proacss, as a final aud unquestionable 
severanca from the Indigo system, aud being ignorant that 
their position next year would be no worse without this aa- 

Gtifice than with if, wero raining thomsclves, ofton us much 
/ to the losa of tho Planter as to thelr own lass, / yi “Phe ohjoct 
was to save all parties from this necdless evil, hy oxplrining 
the actual cfleet of the tomporary Law in foree, aud the 
true design of Governmont in passing it, All public 
Oifoors lid no more than their bare daly in using thely 
utmost endoavours thal no porson should be ignorant or 
deccived, in this important point, 


41, On tho concluding prayor of tha Momorial, I have 
only to submit that T havo nover interfered in any judicial 
oases ponding or decided, having no power to do sa; and 
that I do not know what is meant by that part of the prayer 
which speaks of tho promulgation of tho Taw boing loft 


( 49) 


to tho Fiogislaturc, Bat the duty of exercising the power 
of romitting Criminal sentences, whenever proper occasions 
for the exercise of that power arise, aud the duty of secing 
that Magistorial powors aro not entrusted to partial or in 
competent Officers, are duties of which 1 cuunot divest my-~ 
self, And every Govornment is bound to mako the Law 
known to tha people, whon it is essential to their interesta, 
and to the public tranquillity, that they should not be 
ignorant or deceived about it. 


44. Ihave now roplied to every complaint, general or 
specific, that I ean discover in this Memorial. I havo dis. 
onssed each point at length, because ] have thought it well 
to take this opportunity of respectfully submitting to His 
Tixcellency the Governor-General in Council, a full oxposi- 
tion of the principles on which I have acted throughout the 
ngilalion in the Indigo Districts, I have made it my first . 
ohject to preserve the public tranquillity. Tho authors of 
the fow breaches of the perce that have occurred have beon 
all promptly punisheds and the genoral tranquillity has 
been preserved. I have insisted that all classes of mon 
should have the protealian of the Law in person and pro« 
porly, as far as the Magistrate has power to protect thom ; 
and all classes have been throughout protected, I have 
trkon care that the Taw passed for the summary enforco- 
mont of true and lawful contracts, whereof the wholo spirit 
nnd design nro equitable, should be understood and acted 
upon as it was passed : and notas many would have had it, 
ag if it had been a Law confiscating for the current season 
the Ryot’s land for the Planter’s profit, And this object, 
too, in t& short time, was accomplished. I should lave 
taken shamo to myselfif IT had so acted as to gratify cither 


party, at the expense of the just rights of the other, Butso far 
7 
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ay was consistent wilh Taw and Justice, and so far as way 
possible without infringing the freedom and rights of any class 
of {lor Majesty's subjects, il haa boen my caret wish to as 
sist the Pinaters in thet difticultios. J confidently refer fo 
the Proceedings of Goyemmnent in proof ef this, And jad 
there appeared amongst the Distriel Oflicers, the slightest 
indigation ofan undue disregard of tha just viglts of the. 
Pinnters, or of the advantages given by the new Law to all 
who had made any actual cash advance, thy error world vot 
have been for a day uncorrected by me, 


4G. ‘Tho Indigo erisis has been known for somo ting, by 
well-informed men, to bo inevitable; and to be the more 
likely to be dangerous the longer it should be deferred, 
But I do not heligve dhat the most sanguine of those who 
expocled the sudden aud violent break-up of a filse system, 
over expocted that the crisis wonld pass over so peacefully 
agit has done, and on the whole with go litle injury fo the 
groat interest al stake, 


(Sipned) od, PY GAANT, 


lth August 1860, 


Sf 
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From W. Giory, Haq., Seerelary to fhe Goverment of ladia, Lome 
Dopartmient, fo A. Monty, Kage, Offiviating Seeredary to 
the Government of Bongal,-- (No. 1050, dated the Uist Atgust 
1800.) 

Siny—-T am dircetlod to acknowledge the receipt of your 
lotler No, 4340, dated the 22nd jnstunt, submitting a copy 
ofa Minule by the Lieutenant-Governor on the Petilion of 
the Indigo Planters’ Association, which was forwarded for 
His Tlonor’s remarks with my lotter No. 1374, dated the 
27th ultimo, 


2, Invoply Lam desired to state, that the Governor 
Goncral in Conneil has rend with satisfaction the clear ex- 
position of the course which Lis Jlonor the Lieutenant. 
Governor has pursued, and whieh in all ils general features 
wore alrondy known lo and approved by the Government of 
India, as being marked by a sound, temperate, and impar- 
lial judgment, 


3, ‘hero is, Tam to observe, ono point only on which 
the explanation given is uot so salisfuetory as the Governor 
General in Counet] could have wished. It is much to be 
revretted Uhat the Proclamation issued by tha Commissioner 
of Nudden was so incomplete wt not to tike cogniznes of 
the position of these Ryols whe aro tider ecnyavenents bo 
sow Indigo in yours subsequent lo tha present your, Tt is 
to ho regratled that the instructions under which the Pro- 
clamation was frnmed did not take distinet notice of the 
easos of such Ryols. The Governor General iit Council has 
reason lo beliave thal in some miatiuncer Ryots in’ the above« 
montioned position considered themselves to be sect free 
from obligations whigh it certainly was not the intention 
of the Jacutenant-Covernor lo overlook j and Dam to request 
that [lis [touor will consider whether measures should not 
now be taken to place the matter before theso Ryots in its 
true light. 
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4. With the above-named exceplion, the Ticutonant- 
Governors refutation of the charges which have been 
brought against [lis Tlouar’s administration, ina time of 
great excilement aud difficully, is complete ; and ] am desired 
to intimate that [Tis Honor may depend upon receiving the 
full and cordial support of the Governor General in Council 
In continuing to acé on the principles on which he hag 
hitherto acted. 


EA fe pkg 


Prom W. 8, Suron-Karr, sq , OMeinting Socretary to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, to W. Giusy, Itsg,, Secretary to the Government 
of India, lomo Departmont,—(No. 4849, dated Fort William, the 
17th September, 1860,) 

Sir,—Lo wave the honor to acknowledge the recoipt of 
your letter No. 1639, dated the 3ist ultimo, conveying the 
Orders of ILis xecelleucy the Governor General in Council, 
on the Petition of the Indigo Flanters’ Association agninst 
the Government of Bengal. 


2, In reply Tam directed to oxpress the satisfaction 
with which tho Tiontenant Governor has learnt that lis 
Hxeclleney approves of the general course which the 
Government of Bengal has followed throughout the past 
soason, ‘The Ticutenant Governor much regrets the incom- 
pleteness of the instructions under which the Vroclamation 
of the Commissioner of Nuddea was issued, which has beon 
pointed oul by Tis Txcelleney tho Governor General in 
Council, but he hopes that no practical mischiof lias thereby 
resulted, and ho believes that none can possibly have re. 
sulted which may not be casily renedicd, 


3. Apart from all considerations of the precise term of 
Contracts, and irrespective of all questions of lawful obliga- 
tion to sow Indigo, thore is a general fecliug in several Dis- 


triota against sowing, and thia fucling apporrs nowhare so 
determined agin Pubna, which is under the jurisdiction of 
the Commissioner of Rajshahye. To that Division Moe, 
Tushington’s Proclamation was not issued, and could have 
had no offect, 

4, ‘Mo true position ab the prosent momont of those 
Ryots who ave called on to cultivate Indigo for a Factory, 
on the ground that, although they are under no advance for 
this season’s cultivation, they ara novertheless under an 
ongagemont to cultivate, the term of which has not expired, is 
that if thoy do nob so cultivate, they must stand thoir cheneo 
of an action for Breach of Contract in the Civil Courts, 
where tho cago, if brought, will be decided upon its equity. 
Iu is impossible in fairness to sny more than this to the 
Ryots who are so cireninstancod, Vor all Ryots are at 
jiberty to claim such “release from thoi engagements” 
as Seclion V. of Regulation V. of 1880 can give thom, 
whereof the substance, as comprossod in the marginal nate, is, 
 Porsons wishing to bo released from their engagements to 
potition the Judge in corlain cases.” The object of that 
Roynuiation as stited in the preamble, is, amongat other 
things, to afford persons, who may bo unwilling ¢o renew 
their Contracts for the cultivation of Tndigo, the means of 
obtaining, by summary procoss, a refease from their enyage. 
ments”? Sho process is to pay into the Judge’s Court any 
balance due by the Ryot te tho Taelury. Moreover, the 
decisions of the Principal Sudder Amcens in Nuddon, under 
the lato Act, go to show that, in the great majority of enses 
arising in some Faetorios, contracts rolicd on by the Plantar 
caunol be estublished ina Court of Oivil Fustice, ‘The pro. 
coodings of the Indigo Commission havo proved that, in the 
parts of the country whore tlio dislike 10 sow was most marked 
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in the past season, the contract, though nominally for a 
term of years, was by custom always ronowed, on fresh 
Stamp papor, in the autumn of every year when a fresh ad- 
vanco was made. This has been the invariable practice in 
scveral large concerns in the District of Nuddea, and in such 
cases, if the contract is not ronewed, and no advance is 
taken this soason, the Licutenant-Govornor thinks that it 
cannot be assumed that the parties did not understand the 
real contract to be annual; and it is not certain how the 
Courts would doal with the case, even if Regulation V. of 
1880 is not resorted to, ‘The Commission lave also ascer- 
tuiged that in Nuaddoa, where the Ryot signed at all, his 
signature was usually taken ona blank paper. The Ryot 
too will always be at liberty to plead illegitimate inducement, 
to which plea the extreme and palpable improvidence of the 
bargain on his side, as demonstrated by the Commission, 
will always give a good color, Morcover, supposing every 
point to go against him, so very great is the diflercnee he. 
teen tho value of the produce of some crops on some lands 
and tho value of an Indigo crop on the same land, that in 
sulue cases it will be wise fora Ryot rather to pay damages 
than to grow Indigo at the price fixed, 


6. In order, thon, to place tho matter before this class 
of Ryols in its true Heht, a local Notification for the Nuddoa 
Division might be issued, calling the attention of those 
kyots who are undce valid unexpired engagements, from 
which they cannot or do not releaso themselves by pro- 
ecetlings undor Regulation V. of 1880, to the fact of their 
obligations romaining in full foreo, aud of thoix liability to 
aelions in tho Civil Courts, and to decrees for heavy damager 
if they do not fulfil them. But the Licutenant-Govornor 


is of opinion that any Local Proclamation, issued in antici- 
8 
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pation of the expected annonnecmont by the Goverment of 
Cudia, of whit immediate oomsa it intends to follow iy 
consequences of tha Report of tha Gomnnission, would do 
harm. fe thorefore respectfully recommends that whatever 
it ig revolved te do, with tho above object, be done in a 
(onoinl Notification, to be published by or under the sane. 
tion of Itia Wxcellenoy in Couneil, and ho tyusts that, for 
other rensons, sueh on Notification may bo issued without 
delay, 


G. Accompanying this lottor aro Reports lately reecivad 
from the QGommissioners of Nudden and Rajshahyo. The 
Commissionor of Rajshahye, My. Reid, writes as follows ~~ 


“The Ryots of most of the Concorns in Pubna havo ox. 
pressed theiy dolermination nol to sow any moro Indigo; 
aud, where tho Planter is also Zomindar, they hava now 
proceaded, in somo parts, to altompt to avoid tha punelual 
payment of their rents, by offoring to deposit thom with the 
Collector, Thott avowed ronson is to avoid having to pay 
unauthorized cesses, but the rcul vonson, I holieve, is, that 
they may bo enabled to broad off all connection whatsoover 
with tho Iactory.” 


Tho Commissionor of Nuddes, Ma, Lnslington, writes; 
TY ennnot conceal from the Government that thero is af 
present avory unsottled feeling pervading tho Northern 
portion of both Mishnaghur and dossore, All parties con. 
neeled with Indigo me looking to the Government for some 
expression of their intentions on the subject, and until these 
havo become known the excitement will continues, On the 
ono hand the Planters ave wishing to oblain  apecial Con- 
tract Law, and in somo parts avoalvandy making preliminary 
arrangements for the oultivation of Indigo in Qetober, cither 
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on new or unexpired contracts; andon the other hand the 
Ryots are losing no opportunily of capressing their detor- 
mination to have no further connection with the Plantors, 
other by Potition to tho Magistrate or by the demonstra- 
tions alluded to by Mr, Molony,” 


7. Accompanying this letter is a Minute by the Lieuto- 
nanteGovernor, in which his viows aro recorded, as strongly 
confirmed by late porsonal observation of the popular fechng. 


8, It is not doubtful that am announcement of the reso- 
Intion of Government on the Report of the Commission 
is anxiously expected by the whole rural population. There 
ave pots raised in the Report of the Commission which will 
yequire full consideration. But the Licutenant-Governor 
assumes it as certain that the position of tha Ryot, in res- 
pect to all past arrangements, will bo made no worse than if 
is at this moment; and that, in respect to all future aryange- 
ments, his right to fyee action in regard to Indigo crops, 
as in vegard to all other crops, will be respected in theory, 
and supported in practice, If so much as this be now at 
once formally proclaimed by the Governor General in Conn. 
oil, he Lieutonant-Goyvernor belioyes that the tranquillity 
of the country will be preserved, 

9, The Lientenant-Governor, therefore, recommends that 
a Gonernl Notification to the following effect may be 
issucd :—~ 

«T. If ay persons haye been told that the Government 
is opposed to the oultivation of Indigo, such persons have 
heon grossly misinformed. The oultivation of Indigo is free 
1o all who desire to cultivate it. 

“TI, All disputes between Planters and Ryots regarding 
the possession of lands, ox regarding boundaries, and all 


é 
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disputes regarding lands claimed as Ni or Ivkas hy Plantara 
on tho one hand, and as their own Ryotlea lands by Ryots 
on the other hand, must bo decided in the usanl cours, 
that is to any, by the Alagisirate, under the well known 
Aal IV. of 1810, ov by the Collector, under Act X, of 
1859, or by tha Civil Courts. 

TIT, tis not the intoution ef tho Government of Lndia 
to re-onact tho temporary Law for the summary enforce. 
ment, by the Magistrates, of Indigo Contracts, which Tay 
was applicable only to tho past season, and will expire on 
the (th of Oclober next, correspouding with the 10th of 
Assin. Actions for breach of existing Contracts will bo 
cognizable only by tho Civil Courts after that dato, 


e 


eTV, All Ryots aro hereby agaured that those who are 
not under any valid unoxpired Coutiact cannot now be com. 
pelled, and will nover be compellod, to cultivate Indigo 
against their own wishes, or to iako advances for that 
purpose, 

«V, <All Ryots who are under en yalid unexpirod Con- 
tract are informed that they ought faily to fulfil their on. 
gagemonts according 40 Tiny. Tf they do not do so, they 
will bo liable to actions in the Civil Court, aud to deerees 
for heavy damages, 

“VY, Both Planters and Ryots aro horeby solennly 
warned to abstain from all unlawful yiolonce or intimidation, 
All persons seeking the onforcemont of Contracts, or thety 
just duos, or redross in matters of civil obligation, muat 
do so in a lawful manner, through the constituted tribunnls 
having sulhority in such casos, 


«VIT, Lf the unlawful uso of forco is roaorted to, or 
threatened by any illeadvised porsons, tho Magistrates will 
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jnstautly check and punish such misconduct, An ample 
forco of Military Pohee has been placed at their disposal 
for this purpose,” 


10, If such a Notification is approved by Ilis Excellency 
in Council, the Ticutenant-Governor will sce that it is vory 
enrefully translated into Bengali, and mado generally known 
to the people. 


11. he Governor Genoral in Council will sec, from my 
letter of this day to the Commissioner of Nuddea, what 
urangements have heen made for inercasing the force 
available for the suppression of distubances in the Indigo 
Districts, 


Minute, 


I, Iris now gencrally known that the Indigo Com- 
mission have made their report, and an indication of 
the course which Government intends to adopt thercon 
is anxiously expected. The report and the evidence, 
with the most ossential part of the Appendix, are now 
in the hands of the Governor-General and of the Council ; 
but I have not yet been able to submit tho report officially, 
aa the whole of the Appendix is not yet printed. ‘Nevor- 
theless it appoars to me extremely desirable that Lis Tx. 
cellency in Council should take the carliest possible oppor- 
tunity of issuing such « Notification as will calm the minds 
of tho anasses, now wound up toastate of intense excite. 
ment on this subject. 


2, Tho position of the question is this, When in 
April last the Legislative Council, as an occasional and tom. 
porary measure, passed the Indigo enforcoment Act No. XI, 
of 1860, it promised an engniry into the system of Indigo 


( U2 ) 


planting, of which the Ryota were bitterly complaining : and 
that promise was cyuivalont lo a public assurance to the 
complaining Ryots, against whom the tomporary Act was 
direaled, that proved grievances should be remediod for 
fuluro seasons, Under this assnranee, whilst the Owners of 
Tudigo Mactorios have heen cunhled gonerally, iu consequence 
of the Act, to recover with expected profits tho sonson’s ad. 
vances, whieh had bean mado and wore in jeopardy when the 
Act was passod, tho Ryots have boen kept tranquil, awaiting 
the result of the promised onquiry. ‘The Comniission of 
Maquiry have now completed their work, and delivered their 
verdict [which is unanimous, as [ understand it, so fav ng 
all really matorial facts ave concerned]; and this verdict is 
against the system of which the Ryots complained. Novor. 
theless, tho next sowing saason in respect to samo Indigo 
lands, and tho season of annual advances boing now noar at 
hand, the Ryots are in fear, not without reasonable grounds, 
that attempts will be mado, by such means as havo been 
horetofore usual, to oblige them to cultivate as usual, Jay 
this position of the quastion, ib is but a natural inference 
that any such ailempts will be violently resisted, and, in fuat, 
from the obsoryed tompor of the people, F think ib certain 
that any such attempts will be violontly resistad. 


8, Wndor the cironmatances stited, the Ryots niet 
naturally expect somo monguro of reliof, Bub tho majority 
of tho Commission are of opinion that no changes of the 
finw, and no changes (organig changes £ understand to 
bo here meant) in the systom of administration ave requsite, 
or desirable, The only remedy they recommend, which it is 
in tha power of Government to apply, isa good and effective 
exeontion of tho Liaw, as it atands, That is what I under. 
sland by a multiplention of Sub-Divisions, with» bellex 
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Polico, and Civil Courts of prompt and effective procedure, 
Whether the majority are right in their view of the 
sufliciency of this remedy, ot not, its propriety, so far as it 
goes, is unquestionable, And T believo that if the Ryots 
aro practically secured from all illegal violence and coor- 
cion; and ifthey aro immediately assured that Government 
is firmly resolved go to secure them, and has the power to 
do so, there will be little danger of disturbances in the 
Indigo Districts. 


4. Ttis right that I should report, for the information 
of fis Tixcellency in Council, my belief that the feeling of 
thedtyots against Indigo is so strongin the Bengal Dis- 
trets’ South of the Ganges, that generally speaking it is 
vain to expect Indigo to be sown in them as usual this 
next season, whatevor course the Government may take; 


and how far this fecling may have spread it is not possible to’ 


say, The Commissioners of Nuddea and Rajshahye have 
Jately sent in reports to this effect. ‘Tho Magistrate of Pub. 
nais of the same opinion as to his own District, Thad a 
long conversation with a very intelligent Native Doputy 
Magistrate at Pubna, who has beon employed in Indigo cases 
over since the first exeltemont in March, and his epinion 
was expressed confidently, that such was tho determined 
aversion of the Ryols to Indigo planting atl this moment, 
that none would sow tho plant this season, even thongh they 
should be offered 20 Rupoes a beegah for so doing; though 
ho thought it probablo that in two or three years, if a remu- 
nerative price were offered, under a fair systom, this aversion. 
might he overcome. I hava reason to know that three Mam. 
bers of the Indigo Commission, who have been hstening to 
all parties for threo months past, are of opinion that the 
Ryots will take no fresh advances, and will not sow in 


, 
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the approaching season; aud f believe that the same 
opinion is genoral amongst Native gentlemen and Public 


Officers. 


6, I have myself just returned from an oxcursion 
to Sorajgunge, on the Jumoonah River, wheee I weut by 
water for objects connected with tho Sine of the Daca 
Railway, and wholly unconnected with Ludigo matters, 
Thad intended to go up the Matabangah and down the 
GJanges; but finding, on arviving ab tho Koomur, that the 
shorter passage was open, [proceeded along tho Koomar 
and Kalliguuga, which Rivers run in Nuddea and Jesyore, 
and through that pmt of the Pabna District which lies 
South of tho Ganges. Numerous crawds of Ryots appeared 
al yarious places, whose whole prayor was for an order of 
‘Government, that they should not cultivate Indigo. On 
my relurna few days afterwards along the sume lwo Livers, 
from dawn to dusk, as I Steamed along thesotwo Rivers, 
for some sixty or soventy milog, both banks wore litorally 
lined with crowds of villagers, claiming justiss in this 
matter, von the womon of tho villayes on tho banks 
were collected in groups by themselves 5 the males, whe 
sfood at mid betwoon tho yiver-sido villages iu littl 
crowds, must have collected from all the villages at oa 
erent distance on cilther sido. I do not know that it ever 
fell to the lot of any Tadinu OMicor to steam for fourteen 
hows through a continued double street of suppliants for 
justice, All wero most respecttul aud orderly; but all 
were plainly in earnest, It wonld be folly to suppose that 
stich a display on tho part of tons of thousands of poopla, 
mon, women, and childron, hay no deep meaning, ‘The 
organisilion and eapacity for combined and simultaneous 
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nelion in the causo, which this romarkable domonstyation 
over so large an extont of country proved, arc subjects 
worthy of much consideration, 


6, Iu their examinations before the Indigo Commis- 
sion the Ryots expressed their feclings and their determina. 
tion in language not to ba mistaken, Pangee Mulla, wheu 
asked whether it would not have heen better to sow, than to 
go to prison, answers; “ No, I would 
vather be killed with bullets than sow 
Tndigo.”* Donu Mundal says: “ Let 
théve be profil, or let there be loss, I will die sooner than 
cultivate Indigo.’+ Kulin Mundul, when asked at what 
price he would sow Tudigo, if asked to do so by a porson 
in whom he had confidence, answers: “I would sow 
Indivo for nobody, not even for my father aud mother,” 
Thess aro fair samples of many such answers; and J am 
told that those only who witnessed the delivery of this 
evidence, can fully appreciate its effect, The Reverend 
Missionaries who were oxamined, than whom no class 


* Answer Sele. 


{ Answer 1165, 


Reverend Aly, 7 Selnwa, 
(answer BOB) 

“Mie Ryofs are now loaking for 
the netion of Government, and 
confidently expect that they will 
obtalu vedreus of thait grievances, 
bat they deckug that ib thoy are 
Gisappointal, the consequences 
will His terrible. ‘This ia net my 
imaginations LC only state what 1 
have henarnt. his feeling does sot 
exist in Kupasdunga, Int I have 
henrd of its existence from persona 
from all pnts of the District,” 


oxists better acquainted with 
tho feelings of the rural popu- 
lation, uunnimously oxpressed 
t deep conviction of the 
strongth of the feeling of the 
Ryots, on this qnestion, I 
cite some of their answers in 
the margin, After what I 
have just scon with my own 


eyes, [ cannot doubt that tho convictions of these gentle. 
men, sdlemnly delivered three months ago, are but the re- 
ffeclion of the true state of the mind of the Bengal Ryet, 


) 


wat 


fheraiad Ale dF dhe datachic, 
Cerustece TH) 
ifuea the time tha Quecn took 
tha Cascnmiuge, tha Hyota have 
aca leaping fox rele, and aos 
ficve is viele tatty mvengest Cle to 
aa bs never occa de faac, thoy 
dhiwhk was from Gal, and that the 
pne of welch that hand, and thy 
aloo Jools to Gas Conan sien wath 
meat hope; bat if thay sheald he 
(isappomted, mene can tll ws 
will be che code qiteticen” 
Aavertad Ali, 5 Bomectse he 
“Sines tha Tuedhpo Act, mast of 
He Ryote hnve abnioast fost hath ti 


Goscammicnt, and thea beclinye as 
very puriow dl, wid sn sou tin 


ptanecs very bitter” 
Revoend Ab, Cl dd, death di, 
Cunatiir WAL ) 
 Tndecd, the Law could nat hoe 


penmancutly enforced Phe Ry ate 
sould rather dio mi dak tha sow 


Iniligo.” 


7 A perusal of the av. 
dency taken before tha Ludico 
Cominission, anda eousidcras 
lion of the findinys of that 
body ax to matters aff fue, 
In Pespeet fo (he ruinously 
unprofitable and compulsory 
character of the euldvation, 
Will sufliciently explain why 
the state of the Ryoty fool. 
jaye should be as above deg 
quibed, Dut the question wlfieh 
Government must now imme. 
diately deal with, iy not the 
enusa of this feehug, lout the 
feeling ilsclf, 


8, With the Report of the Commission before ie, anid 


dtcvaul Mie f laug, 
(ana 1620, ) 


Tenn anid the Com eioners 
tlint no dangaye con depet the 
binning heligiation with wie 
Judo planting is aad Inia been 
regwuheal by tha Native populattan, 
Ce clariny are weccatedly fet tia bt. 
Lue peaisal Tacha, wiless anc qk 
tible alfustanent of the questi 
14 made.” 

CaAnswer 185 1,) 


“Tha working of the present 
Act hus crated a fein any 
all Wsete Thave cote it contact 
with, ot bitter Lestalty towards the 
ruling Authorithy generally.” 


beming in mind the remarks 
of the Right Sdowble the 
Seeretury of State on the tem. 
porary Act just abonb bo espiro, 
Lthink Eo may safely ssi 
that any oxeeplional Tinw in 
fuver of the ssston of Sndige 
planting as heretofore prac. 
tisad, in ont of Che question, 
And if seems dome that ander 
any wood system Chat muay 
hereafter be established, no 


exceptional Law will be requisite, 


( : st . ‘ 6 . 
% Ltully agree sith tho majority of the Indigo Com- 
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mnisston M1 {heir opinion that an exceptional Gaw, especially 
ong involving Magisterial action, would have the worst 
possible effect even upon the interests of the Planters 
themselves, And it is melt chat T should axpress my be- 
hief that were sucha Law to be passed, there would, at 
onee, be agiarian risings, of which no man could foresee the 
CONSE OUNCES, 


10, Ifthe Governor General in Council resolves against 
any special or caceptionnl Legislation, I carnestly recom- 
mend the unmediate announcement of that resolution, 


Pi. That the conduct of Government, whatever it does, 
or Whatever it docs not do, will not be made matter of 
complaint, by some party or other, is not he looked for, 
But of both the substantive Law, and the Law of procedure 
under whieh unespired contracts were made, be allowed to 
continne as they were when those contiacts were made, no 
party ean have any just or rcasonablo cause of complaint, 


12, Vo calm the minds of the Ryols, and to sceure the 
tranquillity of the country, it appcars to me essential that 
such a proclamation shall bo immedintely issued, as will 
make the Ryols fecl secure againsl coercion, 


(Sigued.) J. 2. GRANT, 
17th September L860, 


 Adtenstiliitnlembemmninasreo cntimmmntean lances? 


Vrom W. Qnrivy, Vaq.. Seerctay to tho Goverment ot Tndin, to 
W.8. Suion-Iarr, Tsy., Ofiviating Sevretary to Ue Govorn- 
ment of Bengal, No. 2080, dated Tort William, the 24th Qvstober 
1800, 


Sir,—I am directed by tho Governor General in Council 
to forward in original, for auy  obscrvations which the 


" 
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Howble the Lientenant Governor aay wish to muke on it, 
the aceompanying Jollor from the sacretary to the Lndige 
Planters, Associntion, dated dhe 18th musta, 


Prom the Suerebary, (Indigo Mantora’ Ansosintion, lo W. Cary, Huy, 
Seoretary fo tho Clovermment of facia, dated Caleudla, the 1th 
Ovolober, 1860, 


Siu,—TLuu Committea of tho Indigo Wlantory Assactation 
having at last roccived from tho Conmussioner of Nudden 
information which they requested from him on the 7th 
ultimo, they proceed to submit lo Uis  Mxeelloney the 
Governor-General of Indias in Couneil, tho following 
remarks on tha Minute of tho Liautonant-Governor of 
Bengal, dated 17th August, which was communicated to the 
Association with your letter of Bist August, * 


Although Ilis Exeelloney has expressed himsolf satisfied 
with My, Grant’s oxplanations, oxcept on one point, the 
Committee respectfully beg to observe that Mr. Grant's 
Minuto iy not accompanied by any particulars of tho ensos 
to which he refers, by wlich Ils Hacellency’s judgemont 
might be guided; ond they therefore bog to submit the full. 
est dotails which thoy have boon able to obtain in explana. 
tion. In commenting upon Uis Tlonor’s Minute, the Com. 
mitoo are dosirougs of avoiding as minch as possible any thing 
like entoring into a controversy with the Lieutennnt Cover. 
nor, still they canhol bub express their regret, that tha tono 
of Wis Monor’s Minute is such as to show how deeply his 
foolings are affected aguinst the systum of Indigo planting 
goucrally, and the persons who are engaged in that 
cultivation, 
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fn support of this position, the Committeo content them 
selves hy simply referring Tlis Mxecllency to the style, as 
well us the matter, of one paragraph only, namely, tho 6th, 
which assumes as a granted fact that Planters’ have been in 
the habit of committing overy description of crime and 
Oppression. 


The Committes do not wish cithor to enter into an 
argument as to tho correctness of the Licutenant-Governor’s 
viows of the position of the ryot as capitalist, as they be- 
licve that such a theory is once wholly new, and one parti- 
cularly opposed to the general idea of what constitutes a 
ryot in Bengal; but they must not be considered as in any 
way agrecing in the view Ilis Ilonor takes of this subject, 
or assenting to his discovery that tho ryot is a Capitalist as 
distinguished from « Laborer, 


The Commitioce would, however, draw particulary attention 
to ono part of the Minute, where the Lieutenant- Governor 
is obliged to confess thatthe Gentlemen he employed in the 
Judicial Offices in tho disturbed Districts were unfit for the 
common duties of the stations ; and the Committee think 
that such a confession from such authority must necessarily 
draw tho attention of the Executive Govornmeut to the 
nocessily of establishing such a system as will give the peo- 
ple a more efficient class of Judicial officors, and the Com- 
milteo would beg attention to this part of Ilis [onor’s 
Minute as supporting the truth of what has long beon put 
forward by tho Planters as their most serious griovanco, 
viz,, tho inefficient state of the Mofussil Courts, lis Ex. 
colloney will have an opportunity in a later part of this 
letter, of judging of the fitness for the Judigigl bench of one 


igre ee 


of them (Mr, J. 8. Bell), who is considered by Mis Monor 
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eesoomtich superian to Che covenanted Magishates whotn 
Jie superscdaul an theis dates, 

ie Committee commder tas hardly worth while referring 
to the earnest manner in whieh the Lacutennnt-Covemoy 
arenes ay to there being no Seoufision? in’ the districts; 
they can only say thata publication of the Gientonant-Co. 
veruows, dated ha tT? September, lac led Cheut to believe 
that the word “confusion”? was nob strong onough to expreay 
(lio stata of tho distriel ; and they beheve that the mere fret of 
avast military foree being employed in that part of the 
country where troops have not been stationed sineo it camo 
under British rule, proves “confusion; and they cuinot 
bit express their surprise that, ata dime when all residents 
of those districts knew that affairs were daily heeoming 
worse, {Lis Tlonor should, ag be does in the Lust pa aeraph 
of dis Minute, refor toe the esis having passed over go 
peacefully, and with so little injury to the great interest a 
stuko. ‘Ihe Committee can only say that the gront interest of 
ihe Huropean settler iy for the present entirely mined, and 
thoy seo but little prospect of uropean capiial being again 
ombarked in the districts of Lower Benegal, 

But leaving the goneral tenor of the Minute, (ho Com. 
mittes would bog Thy Mycelleney’s attention to the pros 
minent eased brought forward by the Lieutenant Governor, 
on which be lays much stresses; aud when the Comuittos 
shew that his Monar has daken statemants for granted 
without fully iuyestiguting the eases on which he relies, 
fo found most severe remarks and attacks, not only on the 
Planters, bat on his own judicial offisers, the Commiltes 
believe that Lis Escellency will attach miueh less weight to 
the Minute in question than ab first sight would appear to 


bo due to if, 
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Tu the 28th para. of the Minnte, the Lieutenant-Governar 
refers to the case of the Mookhtar who was, asstated in the 
Planters’ petition, sentenced by My, Betty to imprisonment 
aud a dine for instigating ryots not lo sew, 


TL would naturally be supposed from tho comments upon 
Unis case, that tho man in question, Pectaram Chuckerbutty, 
wos a Mookhtar acting as sueh on bebalf of Ryots, and that 
he was sentenced for exercising his lawful avocations aga 
Mookhtar; and Ths TTonor on this assumption would make 
oul that the sentence in question deprived the ryots of legal 
assistance, and that it was intended to give an advantage to 
the Planters. 


The Cammittec have, however, ascertained that the man, 
though cntitled perhaps to call Jumself a Mookhter, was in 
fact bul au omedwar (one secking employment), that he had 
never appeared before Mr. Betts as Mookhtar, that le was 
not omployed in any way by any ryot on that occasion, that 
afew days previously he had waited on Mr. Forlong bogging 
for omploy mont in any eapacily, and that on the day in ques- 
tion, he was hanging about Mr, Betty’ tent looking ont for 
the chance of any thing that might oceur, holding uo 
Mookhtarnama, and in fact the ryots whose cases were before 
Myr, Betts, never consulted him, or referred to him as their 
legal adviser, 


Mr. Betts had for more than two hours been patiently ex- 
plaining lo the Ryots their position aud habilities, poluting 
out to them thatthe law distinetly laid i) down that if they 
did net completo their contracts they would be subject to 
imprisonmont, and perhaps be cast in damages; and 


he begged them to retire and think over the matter, y 


pe ra 
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To the former alternative the Ryots were inclined to agree, 
and thoy reUired to some neighbouring trees to consult, 
ho wan Teatavam Chuckerbatty wonl to them then for the 
first time, and joining in theie cauversation, advised them to 
resist sowing, and not to wind the consequences, — faftorna. 
tion of this was brought to Ma, Botts, who at ones had him 
brought into Court, heard the ovidenco, finding that he was 
not acting as Mookhtar for nny of the parties, conviated 
him of instigating, with ovil design, the Ryoty not to sow, 


Tho Committeo admit that the sentence might not perhaps 
have been strictly legal within the words of the soction of 
the Act as amended and passed, but tho mero facet of an 
error ag to tho interprotation of the wording of the Act has 
a very differant eflect from that which the Tieutenant 
rovornor attributes to tis decision, which he erroncously 
rogards as a gross interferenco with the liberty of the legal 
agent of the Ryots. 


[lis TYonoy is wholly misinformed as to the Ryots in that 
quarter not boing able fo obtain tho services of legal Agouts 
to defend their cases, and it is wholly ineorrest to state 
that the proseentors for several days hhadit all their 
own wry;” so fiat from this boing the easo, on the vory same 
day a complaint having been lodged against ono veally acting 
asi Mookhtar before My, Boblls, it was at one dismissed by 
hin, on the ground that ho eouid not interfere with the ad- 
vico that any legal agent doomed it right to give to his 
ohent, and Me, Belly distinetly pointed oat to the eaniplain. 
ants Uhat the position of this man was wholly different from 
Teetarun Chuckerbutty. 


The Commiltee mihositntingly refor to the records of the 
Court in proof of thew assertion, that no Muoklitear was 
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(datorred from representing ryots in consequence of Mr. 
Bolts’ decision, and they aro quite at a loss to undorstand 
upon whose representation the Lieutonant-Governor has 
beon led into so grave an error; and Ilis Excelleney will 
sco how serious a mattor this is when he observes the fre« 
gtient and bitter allusions (o it in the Minute. 


The other case’on which his ITonor comments, as shew- 
ing not only misconduct on the part of Mr, Betts, but, what 
is of far more importance to the Committee, as supporting 
the grave charges of forgery and perjury against a Planter, 
or at any rate against their subordinates, is that mentioned 
in para. 32, which he says accidentally came to his knowledge, 
as onc in which Mr. Betts gave 9 Planter a decree against 
n Ryot ona written agreement purporting to have been 
mide in 1856, though exceuted on stamped paper, which 
on inspection proved to have been sold in 1859. 


-_ 


On investigation, this charge proves to be utterly untrue, 
The Kuboolyut, or agreement in question, of which a copy 
and translation is herowith sent, rocites that the ryot (Hishab. 
dee Shaitk Mundle) whe was complained against, was in- 
debited to the factory at the close of the season 1859, to the 
extent of Rs, 3, annaa 8, pie 6; that he had received a fur- 
thor advance of 12 Rs, in cash in consideration of his engag- 
ing to cultivate 7 becgahs with Indigo in 1860 and in the 
four following years, terminating in 1864, the correctnoss of 
the necount showing the balance of Rs, 8, annas 8, and pio 6, 
anu the payment of the advance of Rs, 12 in cash, was sworn 
to by the Manager of the factory, Mr, Tayler, and proved by 
Mr, Betts’ inspection of the books ; and on that evidenco My. 
Betts gave the decrce agsinst tho Ryot on the 18th April, 

np-71860,5 nnd the Committee would dyvaw particular attention 
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to bho different years mentioned in that doeument as 
tlioye ovor which the contenet was to oxtend, 


On the 27th July 1860, My, Principal Sudder Amoon 
Bell, who is ahovo referred to ag being considered auporior 
to tho other Magistrates, on hearing another ease, delivered 
the judgment, of which a copy is herewith sont, and to 
which wo beg ITis Excelleney’s particular altention, as Tis 
Kixcolleney will porcoive in that judgment ho did refer to 
the Knboolynt filed iy tho former oase, which is above 
referred to, and apparently wilhont having made any 
further onquiries, and certainly without having read the do- 
cument which, in fuel; was not in evideuco boforo him, he 
gratuitously prononuced the samo to bo a spurious exhibit, 
jnasmuch as itis dated at the foot in figuros, December 1866, 
when tho stamp waa sold in November 1859, 


Lho Committee beg ITis Wxcellenoy’s attontion to the 
Kuboolyut, which requires only the slightest glance to 
show, that the date of tho Hnglish year 1866 is only a 
mistake and clerical crror of tho Bengali wriler: and 
that it was a Kuboolyut for season 1860 to 1866 inolusiye, 
anid that the whole toxt and wording of tho agresment 
unquestionably prove this to bo tho case. When an aor 
was mado thone of Ma Ulorschel’s Purwannals, thes of 
19th April, whieh cansed the Plantors’ losacs that can only 
bo ostimated hy tens of thousmids of pounds, and Me, 
Iferschel put forward, ag his defence, that it was a elorieal 
nuistake, and that it was by accidoaut that the obnoxions 
copy happened to go to the only placo where it was likely 
toda harm, the Planters did not refuse to agcopt tho ox. 
planation, however opposed to probability, 


lt would seam, however, that no such foclinga of fairness 
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are to be avineed by tho authorities towards Planters, and 
that no opportunity is to be omitted to misrepresent and 
malign them, and this is partionlarly the case in the present 
instance, where the record could have at once been called 
for and inspectod, and which in fairness ought to have been 
done. 


The Committee ean only hope that neither Mr. Bell himself, 
whom the Lioutenant-Governor designates as the exporionced 
Civil Judge, Mr. Terschel, the Magistrate, who eagerly 
scized on the case and sent it up, Mr. Lushington, the 
Jommissioner, who reported it to the Lieutenant-Governory« 
nor’My. Grant himself, ever looked at the document before 
basing on it the grave charges that are contained in the 
Minute. Five minutes’ inspection would hava prevented a 
most unjust accusation being put forward in an official docu- 
ment, and much of that official document would then have 
been unwritten, 


% 


In pava, 857, Tis Tlonoy, on whom this case seems to have 
mado much impression, again introduces the Kuboolyut as 
the foundation of saroasm, and ao slandor on the whole body 
of Planters in the following words :— ; ; 


“Tt must doubtless have been agreeable to Planters, when 
jhoir suits wore ivicd in such a fashion, that decrees were 
obtninable on agroements purporting to be 4 years old, 
though written on stamps which were in the Vendors’ shops 
one yenr ago.” 


The Committee respectfully, but most earnestly, beg to 
submit to Tis Execlloncy, that such language is as unworthy 
ofa man holding Mr, Grant’s high official position, as it has 
now been proved to ba unfounded and unjust; and should 
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His Uxeellonoy (ag they cannot but believe ho will) view tho 
matter in the samo light as they do, thoy appeal to his high 
gonso of honor and fairness to point out to the Lisutonant 
Governor tho propricty of withdiauwing the charge as publicly 
as it has boon made, 


In the 87th para., Tis Wonor replies to the complaint (eat 
was made, of his inflnoneiug the minds of judigial officers by 
ciroulating to all in tho distriots copy of a decision of Mr, 
Horgchol’s, aud of a letter from Mr. Lushington on tho sub. 
ject of a chargo against tho sorvants of & Factory, respecting 
which My, Uorschel had at that time made a preliminary 
enquiry. r f 


Tho communications roforred ta aro mmnoxed, and the 
Committoo appeal to Tlia Lordship in Couneil to say, if they 
aro not of anaturo to prejudice all Magistrates againet 
Planters. 


: The Committco have carefully gone inlo tho caso reforred 
to, whieh was sont up for trial to the Judge, whosa deci- 
sion was adverse to the aorvants of the Factory; but the 
Committee do not hesitate to declare thety belief, that tho 
decision is incorrect, that it was bingsed by the procceciugs 
of the Lieutenant Govornor; that it will bo reversod on 
appenl; and if Govornmont will publish Me. Tushiupton’s 
conmunications, tho Proprioters of the concern aro prepared 
to prosocuto for a libel, with the object of proving that tho 
allogations aro unfounded and untrua, 


Beyond defending the body thoy roprosont from tho grave 
nnd sweeping charges brought against them by the Diente. 
nant-Governor, the Comimiltes do not desire to contest, or 
to entor into a controversy on individaal enses, bub they 
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fool it tholr duty to protest on constitutional grounds 
against ble interference of the Licutenant-Governor, which 
has unquestionably been exercised to such an extent as to 
impair, if not to destroy, judicial independence within the 
districts under his control. Ilis Excellency will find on 
enquiry that, upon the abolition of the office of Superin. 
tendent of Police, an officer who from his position could 
not be classed with that of the Licutenant-Governor, 
or be considered as having any such influence as that 
of the head of the Government, the supervising control 
over the proceedings of Magistrates pending or disposed of, 
rests in the hands of the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal ; 
and the Committee respectfully submit that such a power, 
exercised as il ig by Mr, Grant, who is superior to the whole 
judicial bench of Bengal, and who has complete power over 
the mombera of that body, is one that is dangerous to the 
true interests of justice, and one that ought not to exist, 
more especially so when the uncovenanted officers of that 
body are completely under the control, and hold their offices 
aubjeot to tho pleasure of the Lioutenant Governor alone, 


In thus replying to His Ifonor’s Minute, the Committee 
haye avoided as much as possible acting otherwise than, 
in a calm spirit; but although they feel that they are con- 
tonding with one whose position makes it impolitie on their 
part to entor into controversy with him, they cannot, con- 
sistontly with theiy duty or fecling as English gentlemen, 
ropresenting a large Huropean Association, composed of 
many moun who have not only invested their al} in this 
country, but have done so in the belief that they would be 
protected by the loading principles of an European Govern. 
mont, allow such serious charges as these brought by Ilis 
Honory, to pass unremarked upon, and without protesting 
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against the injustico and impropriety of thant as thoy now 
da; and believing that ea different lino of couduet on the 
part of the Government of Bongal would have led lo a vory 
different rosull to that which now exinty, they submit thes 
remarks to Lis Exeollenay, trusting that tho matter is ono 
of sufficient importance to attract to its careful considera- 
tion Wis Lxeelloncy’s varnest attention, 


From Tt. IL Tusrinaion, Esq. Offolating Oummissionor of the 
Nuddea Division, to tho Secrotary to the Indigo Planters’ Ansooin- 
dion Caleubta, No. 28A,, dalod Alipove the 27th Saptomber, 1860. 
Simn,—In compliance with tho requost contained + in 

Chundamohun Chowdhy, your letter of the 7th Instant, J 

vs, : 

Boroaunund Shekh and beg to none zm a copy of Mr, 
5 othor, Boll's decision in the easo thorcin 


roferrad Lo, a 


Nye 


Ducts1ox, 


On the 18th April, 1860, Mr, Botta upheld the validity 
of the Kuboolyats of Defendants No. 2 to 6—At the pre 
sont stage of the Gase tho dend fide of the Covenant of 
Boronunund Shoikh requires dolormination. Tha exhibit is 
ew fenore spurious, and thera is not a seintilln of proof to 
sustain it ho witnesaos to dood are all unlattored, and 
tho intrinsic ovidonce in favor of the covonant is dovived from 
mon of very quostionable vorncity. Sroenath Bisns and 
Isgorchund Ghoso aro obnoxious to tho grave imputation 
of haying forsworn thomselves in soyeral othor cnses, and 
their testimony is by no means calculated to give probative 
favea to tho covenant propounded, Tn respect of tho other 
defendunta, the ruling of Mr, Betts oaunot be interfered 
with, but I would romark en passané that tho Kuboolyat of 


4 
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tissuhdeen Shiekh is on ita face a spurious exhibit, for it is 
dated 10th December, 1856, while the stamp on which it is 
engrossed was sold on 17th November, 1859!!! There 
em be no doubt that the above defendant has been unjustly 
saddled with liability, and as no review of judgment is 
admissible, the mattcr must remain d state quo. The case 
was dismissod with respect to defendant No. 1. 


(Signed) I. 8, Bets, 
Add. Print, Sudder Ameen on Denutation. 
17th July, 1860. 
(True Copy.) 
" Snreenaurn Grose, 
Assistant to the Commissioner. 
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SRL SRI DOORGA AID. 
(Copy of Kuboolyut *) 
To rae Ibiauw in Dienrey, tire In.ustriovs Mr. James 
TIrn1s, 


Saning-I, Syee Hesadee Shake Mundul, inhalitant of 
Khadimpore, indite this “ Kuboolyut Patro” for Indigo 
advances in purport as follows:—T am a@ Ryot of the Gon. 
tloman’s Leerpoore Indigo Factory, whore I receive ad- 
vanecs for Indigo year by yoar. I cultivate Indigo, deliver 
the Indigo leaves, On a comparison of the Indigo adyance 
accounts for the year 1859, credits being deducted, there is 
a dabt against me of Rs, 3-3-6, and receivingin Cash 12 
Rupees, aud the prico 2 Annag for the stamp paper of the 
“Kuboolyut,” in all for the present and the arrears taking 
Kupeos 1§.5-6 for 7 beogas of land of my own desire from 
the year 1860, up to the year 1864, for the space of time 
(5) five yoars, year after year cultivating 7 beegas of land, 
conditioning to deliver the Indigo leayes atthe Factory, 
horeby indite and deliver this Kuboolyut, and covenant that 
year after yoar, cullivating the said 7 bheegas of land with 
Indigo, I will doliver the Indigo leaves at the Factory, 
The Indigo lands * Nal’* yielding abundantly suitable, 

# Alocal term, descrip. > Will causo to be measured with 
tlva of tho quality of tho , “ Rosee’? 66 yards in length and 
o defined, yoar after year completing 
tho cultivation within tho 80th March, within tho 80th of 
April, agrecably to usage, sowing down the measured defined 
lands with Indigo, and in due time I will attend to the 
weeding, I will year after year cultivate oach deeya of the 
‘Land under advances with (84) three and a half seers of 





* An acknowledgemont or agreamont, the connterpart of a Pottah or 
a Tense, 


i 
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Indigo sced, the prise of which for cagh deega Twill pay at 
the rato of dannas, At the time of weading, if the fudigo 
bo of # fine deseription, in that caso 1 will lake weeding 
exponses asl may require, On tho Indigo leaves being 
ready, T will out tho samo, make delivery ab tha Mactory ; 
tho price LT will reeoive will bo at tho rato of 4 Bundles 

#Tfauth iathutermin the fo" one rapa. Tho bundle ta he 
Vornacular, monsurod by an iron chain of threo 
anda half onbits. Should 1 cut the Ladigo loaves with tha 
aid of tho Factory people, whatever may be the oxpense 
attending the same, that, and showd the said Indigo 
be conveyod to the Factory by boats and carts under 
advaces to the Factory, tho charge for conveying the samo, 
at the rato of 2 Rupecs for each hundred bundles, will bo 
added to my advancoaccount, During the presoribed poriod 
and at the proper timo | will cultivate witk Indigo the land 
under advance, supplying Tndigo leaves and Tudigo scod. 
hon, if iu any yoar, at tho propar timo, should I neglect to 
sow Indigo, in thal case you have authority to sow down 
tho said land and my account will bo charged with the 
axponses attending the same. Regarding tho sowing of the 
lands undey nd VAnens, you after yaar, in any year if I 
raisa dificultios sud ba nagligout, roodiving suitable punish. 
monk frou tho aulhorities for the samo, I will cultivate 
Indigo and supply Indigo loaves; and touching the matter 
of sowing tho Indigo lands and supplying tho Tndigo loaves, 
T will, year after year, ba liablo for the profits of the manu. 
factured [udigo at the rata of 10 Rupees for each Beega. 
I will, year after year, gnthor tho seod produecd from the 
lands for which advancos aro mado, convey it to the Pactory, 
and soparate the samo from the pods, for which I will take 
separately, ab the rato of 8 Rupoes a maund puckka weight, 
Should TI not delivor the snid Tndigo scod at tho Factory, 
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but sell it elsewhere, then, whatever be the quantity of the 
seed, the price thereof, at the rate of 10 Rupees a maund, 
T will pay to the Gontleman. Year after year, when the 
Indigo business is completed, the advances, the sowing seed, 
and weediug exponses and charge for carriage and so forth, 
being charged agrooably to the “ ZZauih eheeta?—~a com- 
parison being made, the dues and the amount of advance 
monoy for the ensuing season up to the prescribed time, 
keeping the samo fixed, deducting that whatever shall be 
reccivable, the same will be taken year by year. On the 
space of time expiring in the year 1865, supplying the 
Indigo Icaves, the said advance money, I will repay “and the 
advance money tobe repaid hy Indigo leaves, I will not 
petition to deposit other money; should I doso 1 will be 
disallowed. The conditions of this ‘ Kuboolotee,”’ IT, and 
my Ropresentatives will act up to and observe. To this 
purport I write and deliver this “ Huboolotee” for a pre- 
seribed poriod to receive advances. The end of Year, 1866, 
the 10th day of Deccmber, 


Wren nssus, 


Sri Mahdub Rai, Station Peerpore, 

Sri Manejim Shake, of the same Station. 

Sri Mokim Mondil, inhabilant of Petumberpore. 
Sri Kanac Shake, inhabitant of Gopalpore, 

Sri Alam Shake, inhabitant (degible.) 


Endorsed on the Stamp Paper, the year 1859, 17th 
Novembor, Sri ‘Thakoor Doss Chowdry, Station Dreg- 
nagore, Zillah Nuddea, through Sree Moty Roy of Goarec. 
No, 3, price 2 annas. 


Tranalation by John Williem Brown, Trenelator, HM. Bupromo Court. 
1h October 1800, 
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Trom 7. TL, Lusumnaion, aq, Oflgiating Commuigsionor of tho 
Nuddoa Division, to tio Sucrotary to the Govornmont of Bongal,~ 
(No, 138 el, dated tho L6th May 1800.) 

 Si,-—I navy the honor to submil for tho pornsnl of the 

Lioutenant-Govornor, the accompanying BlatLoment in ori. 

ginal, of a cass fora Branch of Contract, tried and decided 

by Mr. Herschel, Off, Magistrate, uuder Act XT of 1860, 


2, In the propriety of that Officer’s decision in dismis- 
sing the caso, I entirely concur, though [ think he might have 
gone further and given damages against the complainant un. 
dey Seetion TV, of the Act, 


8, My objoct, howover, in submitting the record, is to 
afford the Tieutonant-Governor an opportiuily of judging 
from actual facts, of the system on which, in this instango, 
the Factory accounts appear to have heen kopt; of the manner 
in which the advances to a numbor of Ryots aro assorted to 
have been conducted ; and of the gross attempt to establish 
proof of their having beon made, by tho production of ovi- 
dence of the most weak and worthless description, 


4, ‘Eho name of the Factory is Peerpoore, one of many 
forming the large Coucarn of Masars. Lill & Co, whosa ge- 
naval Managor is Mr, Forlong; and tho Assistant in charge 
of this particular Factory is Mr, Saubolle, who appenred as 
the chief evidence for the prosecution. 


&, The casa now under nolica is peeuliar, as ib was 
brought up with appuently the most complote proofs whieh 
could be possibly required; thore were the books of tho 
Factory, written Kuboolyuts with direet evidence to their 
preparation at the lime of making the advances, and the 
paymont of the advances; and evory one of these proofs 
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completely, ontirely, and, I. may add, disgraeafally broke 
down, 

G. TI will not trespass on the Jioutonanl-Governor’s Lime 
by xrocapitulating the particular points of fuluro in cach 
ingtanee, but the Lienterant.Covernor will seo from tha 
rocord that the Purtunjat (an account of the advances paid 
to each Ryot) was nevor brought for My. Saubollo’s signa 
tivo by tho Factory servants fill the Ist March, though tho 
ndyances wore purported to lave been paid ou the 18th 
Septembor, The book itsclf was to all appearance as if it 
were only a week old, with clean odes, and unrulfiled red 
oloth,* cover, while the writing looked as if it had been written 
continuously, instead of the entries being jotted down oppo- 
site onch name as payinonis were made, Tuastly, the Daily 
Cash Book turned out to bo no Daily Cash Book at all, pny 
ments nominally of 13th September not being entered till 
the month following. } 


7. With rogard to tho Kuboolyuts, soma are asserted to 
have beon written by a hanger-on of the Tactary, who had 
nover written one before; sdinma by a man, & mabtmakor by 
trade, who happened to call at the Factory ou that day, 
when ho reecived a frosh ordor for more mats, with & aunnas 
oush advance; and some by a person who wont to the Mae 
tory to lenrn his business as a writer, Both tho last named 
persons admit having given evidence boforo, mid one so fro- 
quently in both Civil and Criminal Courts, that ho cannot 
remember how often. 


a 





* Soo Report of Indigo Commission, Queations 3305, 3806, 3807 and 
S505.—-W, I, I. Seo, I. BP. Asaoo, 


| Hee Ropmat of Indigo Commission Questions 8099.10, $305, and pry 
ticularly Quostion and Anawor 3606-—0W, I. I. Sea, 1 B. Aasoe, 
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8, In addition to the execeding tnoredibility of such ovi. 
dence, the Lieutonant-Qovernor will observe that Mr, 
Tlerschel considers that tha Kuboolyuts bore intornal evi. 
dence of their uttox falsenoss, and J must say Uhat IT think 
he was fully justified in forming such # conclusion, 


9, If tha Liontonant-Govornor seo fil, I would respect- 
fully bee that the original onclosura may bo relurned te me 
as soon as possible, with soveu or aight printed copics, as T 
should like to send a copy toall Officers under my control 
omployed in trying cases under Act XL. of 1860, point. 
ing out at the samo lime how necessary itis to follow Mr, 
Tlerschel’s eanmple in patiently and vhoroughly sifting all 
the evidenco which in such casos may be brought before 
them. 


~~" 





Tron A. R. Youna, Esq , Seorolary to tho Governmont of Bengal, to 
the Ofioiating Commissionor of the Nuddon Division,-—(No, 2708, 
dated Fort William tho 28rd May, 1860.) 

Sin,—~I ant directed to acknowledge tho receipt of your 
letter, No. 16, dated (he 18th instant, submitting copy of 4 
decision by Mr, Ilerschell, Officiating Magistrate of Nuddea, 
in a oaso of Broach of Conlinat, in which the Kuboolyuta 
brought forward to supporl the chargo wore found to bo 
forged, 


2, Tho DLieutonant-CGovernor docs not undorstand on 
what ground Mr, Torsche] dotormined uot lo enforeo the 
Penal Section of the Act against tho Plaintill in this caso, as 
he announced his attention to do in all other similar eases, 


8, If possible, the person responsible in this ease showld be 
put on his trial on tho Criminal side, for endeavouring to 
support a false claim by a forgery, 
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4, Printed copies of tho decision roferract to In your dud 
paragraph have boon alrondy forwarded to yon, fox oireula- 
tion among tho Officers in your Division empowered to try 
cases under Act XI, of 1860, and tho accompanying ton 
printed copies of Mr Qorschel’s present decision are also 
forwarded for the samo purpose 





tees 


irom J. 6. Boro, Wsq,, Additional Principal Suddor Ameen of 
2d-Porgunnahs, to W. 8. Snron-Karn, lsq., Oflciating Soora- 
(ary to tho Government of Bongal,—(No. 1, dated the 8rd 
Novembor, 1860,} 


Syx,-—As the Indigo Planters’ Association have thought 
proper, in their letter to the Govornment of India of the 
18th ultimo, to call into question my judgmont in the 

enso noted in tho 


* No, 20, a 
Ciroxprer Mouun Cuownry, Platutiff, muargin,® I beg to 
shaded aubmit for [lis 


Boronuny Surucy And oi1mons, Defendants, 
Tlonoy tho Lieut 


nant-Govornor’s satisfaction, the following remarks, which 
L trust will vindicate my proceedings. 


2, Tho Indigo Association would wish to make ft appear 
that thoy havo cleared up all that was dark and oquivocal 
in the above enso, but the argumonts advancod for that 
purpose ave by no moans such as would satisfy the Judicial 
mind, 

8. ‘Thoir explanation is, that tho torms of tha agrea- 
ment bear internal ovidonce that the date of tho English 
year was a clerical evrox, the Bongali writer having writton 
1856 instead of 1859, and that ordinary considoration of 
the dooument would have led to tho discovery of thant 
circumstance, 
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4, IJaving maturely considorad the agreement in ques. 
tion with referonee to all the surrounding cirveumstiuices, 
and in couneclion with similar agreements produced in 
exhibit by the sume Wactory in other similar cases, T consi. 
dored that the error in the date was not a clerical error 
of tho amanuensis, but an error nitural to a fabricated 
ngreoment, in which the dato was too probably left to be 
filod in at any time, I would moraly refar to those othoy 
agresmonts put forward by the Pacrpore Factory for 1859, 
The Association say that this partioular agrecmonut should 
bear that particular date. ‘Lakon together with those Ku- 
boolyuts which were dated in 1850, and of which tho parties 
alleged to have executed 
them wore long previously 
decoased,* Iam still of opinion that, substituting 1859 for 
1866, would do little to sel up the, gouninenogs of tho Instru. 
ment, 


* Vide paragraph 9, 


5. Habit might lond to 9 porson putting the month or 
yoar just expired to a letter or memormidum at the com- 
mencoment of a new year or month, but to onder the date 
56° for 569, at the end of a year, is beyond a mere default of 
memory, and is a circumstance nob suscoptible of any rea. 
sonable axplano- 
tion, Other than 
that party had 
tu fill in a date in 
i hurry, Ane 
See ae ene ree other agreoment 

G . was astaally left 

9 ‘ blank for this 
purpose, 18 

boing ontered 1o indidate the contury, but the other figures 






Bate of Dat 
plas 
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to indicate tho year being loft ontirely blank, The Ben. 
gali figures, moreover, are gue as could not account for 
such an orror in the year being made. © ° 


G. In ordor to givo a fabricated Dead a particular date, 
the date of tho sale of Stamp Paper is somotimes altorcd by 
wiserupulous men to meet the exigoncy of the occasion, but 
al orror in so material a mattor ag tho date of a Dacd,—a 
documené which in itself imports delihorate and caroful 
excoution, seldom if ever occurs; for a corroct date is ossen. 

“Papa, if of a date known to be posterior to the tial to the vali- 
date apparent on tho face of the instrument, e dily of a cons 
certain proof of spuriousness, ‘ 

; tinct, and is one 
of the marks of ils authenticity, Vide Bentham’s Rationale 
of lividence, Vol, 7, p. 181, 


7, Carrying on the comparison of the Kuboolyut in 
" quostion with 

Peerpore Kactory. othors produced 

by tho same Jac. 
4 Mamorek Vola: aa! ne Date SE a Lory, L would 
Se enn career beg reforence to 


fyi 
600 1 Bolduath China tho Tabulas 


Itam Sitular, , | 10th Deo. io | 1th Fuly Tse ' 
14) Kamut Murtol | 0th Dea, TRO | Adth Tuly 1800, Slatement in the 


Gud | Jit Bhellth | dba Wee, LUGO | bth duly 160 ‘ ‘ 
weed t margin,“which 


ee ee ee ee et me Mery 





G 


BO 


Ae ree ls eee ewan 


will show that 
aclions wore proforved under tho Act in the first half your 
of 1860, upon Kuboolynts which bore date the 9th and 10th 
December 1860, Wora theso also clerical errora ?—I will 
hora morely add that during my long judicial oxporioncs 
Deeds in such a prodicameut never before camo undor my 
roview, 

8, From a yoviow of numerous casos, I arrived at on 
12 
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impression, that to meet tho particular exigenay of the times, 
and to coorce tho Nyats, a vant number of Kuboolyul was 
called inte existence, to which the Ryols were not ayouling 
parties; and in order to accomplish this, agreoments wore 
{abyicated and fictitious details of account were entered in 
written forms propired for tho ovcaston, the dato of tho year 
being loft blunk, to bo hereafter filled up at leisure ; but the 
pressure of work left the Wactory Anak insaificient Gio to 
read through all the writings, hus fletitions dates were 
affixed to agreomonts to which they wore wholly Innpplicable, 
plainly indicating the gross spunousness of the Justre- 
monts themselves. I would hero call special altention to 
the agreement already referred to in paragraph 6, from 
which it will be seen that tho date of tho year of the Deed 
is loft blank, the nwmorals 18, only appearing, Is this 
also a clerical omission ? 

9, ‘The decisions noted in the margin will show the spu- 
nous  charndtor 
Dato of Dase| Of tho Kuhooly- 

on uly publ forward 
me + by tho Poerpore 
Pit guly tao} Saclory. * xo. 

cution of tho 
Deals tr both onsos was solemnly sworn to by the (actory 
Amlah, 21¢ will searcely be crodited that both tha Ryots 
were dead somo time before the data of the Deods they 
Were said to have oxeented. Not only was the fact ascors 
tained under the usual processos of Court, bul potilions 
were pulin by Mr, Taylor, through his Attormoy, admit. 
ting the demiso of the Defendants, and that the sons* 


" Nusseer Mullik, son of Solna Mulls, of tho deecased 
mapEd anurans parties had taken 
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the advances. "io petitions ave signed by Mr, Tayloxy, and 
it appeared to me, while muking theso statentents, Mr. 
‘Taylor must have forgotten the fast that Kuboolyuts had 
beon pat in and sworn to by Native witnesses, avd that ie 
avas set forth in the Paints that the Defondunty had 1eccived 
advances, and erceuted the Kuboolyuts filed PIE , 


LO. ‘The Planters’ Commitlee declare that T gave an ev 
cathedra opinion on the merits of a case not before me, and 
gratuitously pronounced the Kuboolyut of Sheseboddeen 
Sheikh spuions, the validity of which was upheld by Mn 
Betis. In making such a statoment, the Commitico have 
lost sight of the fact that the case wag one against soveral 
Defendants and the parol proofs were identical. Ma. Betts 
decided guo ad five Defendants, and 1 had before me the 
fame case guo ad tho remaining Defendant I went thoroughly 
into the case and found that the evidence of the witnesses 
10 the Kuboolyut was never offered or adduced, and conse- 
quently the Deed was never proved. Two outside witnesses 
wero brought forward instead of the primary evidence of tho 
caso to speuk lo the execution in gencral Lerma, such second. 
ary evidence being quite worthleyw in the presence of prix 
mury evidence withheld ; and 1 havenodoubt that ovory dudge 
in the Country, with all the facts before lim, would mrive 
ub the same conclusion with myself, and veject this Nuboolyut 
as false andl fabricutad. Lb would be out of plies for mo to 
allude to tho proceedings of another Ollices whilst vindicat« 


ing my owe. =) 


11, lt haa alwaye been contended that the Plantors’ oath 
to an advance was sullicient to ostablish claim, hey, how- 
ever, on being asked to support tho Kuboolyuts declined to 
do so, on the ground of that boing the Gomashtal’s alluir, 
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and would never swear to thoir oxceution or thoir being 
bond fide Decds in any single caso, allhough invariably as 
Plaintiffs thoy did not hositate to put thom forward as ond 
fide oxhibits on which their elaims were founded, Lt is ng 
suredly a pecniiar system of management that leaves the 
exccution of the important Kuboolyul to the Gomashtah, 
and tho payment of the advance only to the Planter, who 
accordingly has no knowledgo whether tho Ryot has come 
under any legal obligation, 


12, Under the above cireumstancos, thangh T was pro- 
pared to give every weight to tho evidence of Kuropean 
Gentlemen in thoir cases, it waa impossible to admitathat 
their evidence on other points made up for their silence on 
tho important quostion of tho validity of the documents or 
altogether oulwoighed the suspicious circumstances which 
appeared during the trial fo indicate that the Deeds had 
been fabricated to meet tho occasion. 


13. Such being the character of the aercoments of the 
Peerpoio Tactory, as  aseottained 
from the cases nolal in tho marvin, 





Number | Dato of Deoteton. 





of Ciwo wad which had been so recently de- 
—eomnmem—emernt Chad, 1 wes impossible to holieve 
Ae i aun ye ie that the year 1856 in Shesaboddeon 
BOs kth duly age * ¥ 1 
oo | Asth July 1860. Sheiklvs Kuboolyut wag a clericul 
6OC idth July Lua, : : 
O12 | loth duly 1800, error mm natn sense, neither was 





tho judgment of another binding up- 
onmyself to oxclude my opinion upon the merils of the case, 


Id, 2 havo hitherto confined my observations entirely 
to tho Kuboolyuts of tho Peer. 

Coxo No 920 yas deeklod on : 
arth duly 1800 pore actory, beeauso I havo had 
to do dead with tho remarks of tho Indigo Association, 
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whieh bear on matters connected with that Peelory, Bub 
to prevent all misconception it may nol be ont of place to 
state that tho Peerpore Mactory was not singular in the 
spurious nature of its exhibits, and to illustrate, what I 
mean I will quote the following cases, 


Two Kuboolyuts wore put forvmd by the Rutiunpore 
aglory = i 





ss pt ee of Da | Dato i oven Dato ‘ Dect Cases Nos, 

450, wnieletata, yu nlon - 
. 775 and 77%, 
rts ; 
776 Bhoby ss sor cea ani ie 7 nt N j he My lantex 

mm Fick it ; 
Pte mntevollagnns swore to the 
order of ith Syn. 
: tombor 1800. | «= fact of the ad. 
100s hayin 

277 Modhoo te Aca a 


Wath Tasatnry 
1860 


been made, and 


a ee tl ee ay 


produced his 
Jinglish Account Book, in which the advancogs are recorded, 
The Amlah of the Factory swore to tha axceution of the 
Kuboolynts, but from evidonce adduced, aud # searching Jo- 
cal investigation, if was ostablished that the men to whom 
the execution of tho agreoments was albributed, jiad died 
long before the date of the oxlibits. Tere Lleft tho District 
T mado ovor these casos to the Magistrate for Criminal pro- 
seculion, 


16, The Indigo Association lave labored to shew that 
Tetooram Chuckerbutty was not a Mokhtcar durtug the timo 
Mr, Betts was at Damoorhooda, Personally 1 know him in 
no other character than that of an Attornay for tho Ryots. 
The xecords and register of decided cases in my Court will 
verify this fact, 


16, Asthe Indigo Association are anxious for facts, I 
would state that Mozdoon Mahta was the porson who was 
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unjustly incarcorated for nearly threo months, uthongh no 
decree was prased against him, After duc conquiry he was 
released by me. ilock Puramanick’s proporty was sold, al- 
though no award had been passed against him. 


17. Tho Indigo Association would doprecate ontering 
into controversy upon individual cases, but they do not 
hesitate to assail public Officers on tho bnais of an indivi- 
dual case, I have however no wish needlessly to euter into 
a controversy, and crave indulgence for having tresspassed 
upon the Licutonant-Govornor’s time, but after tho violent 
attack the Indiyo Agsociation haye made on my judicial 
character, I have felt it my duty to show not only thatethe 
Association wero in error in supposing that the Deed was 
a good one, but also that tho case itsolf was no exceptional 
ond. That I had athera to doal with, in whieh the Deeds 
were equally quostionable, and which are not open to the 
explanation the Association havo endeavoured to pass on 
the one now wnder notico, 


18, Such then was the character of some of the enses Chad 
to try; besides these I could cnumerato others equally false, 
in which lonthsome lopers, infanta, men so bedridden from 
age or discase as Lo bo unable to walk, and who ware brought 
in carts and deolics, and whom if was necossary bo prop ap 
in Court, whon their case was under trial, woro charged with 
having recoived advances under covenant to sow mud deliver 
Indigo Plant! | | 


19. In conclusion T would only further add, for Itis 
lfonor the Hieutonant- Co. 
yernor’s information, that the 
words Lond fide ind intrinsic in tho copy of my judgment 


* Dated 27th July 1860, 
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in Case No. 828, publishod in the public papers, are not in 
the original. ‘The words thoro are bond fides and eatrinsie, 


eet ee eee PO 


From If, IT. Lusrineron, eq... OMeinling Commissioner of tho Nud- 
dea Division, to the Seorelary to the Government of Bengal,—(No. 
300et,, dated the 7th Novembor 1800.) 


Sin,—I nave the honor to submit, for the information of 

* No, 286, duled 28th the Licutenant-Governor,* Lhe accom. 
Octobor 1860, panying copy of a roport from tho 
Officiating Magistrate of Nuddea, relating to some cases un, 
dor Act XI. of 1860, in which it would appear that forgery 
and perjury had been very largely practised in the attempt 
to prove that certain Ryots had cxocuted Covenants to sow 
and cultivate Indigo. 


2. have sent back tho case of Iesabdi Sheikh to My, 
Iferschel, referred to in his lst paragraph, and hope to be 
able to report tho result of his onquiry as to the gouminoness 
of the Kuboolyut in the course of a fow days, 


Ne FE irre ah 


£, §.—Fox tho word conviction, at tho close of tho ma. 
ginnl note of Mr, Llorsehel’s Gih paragraph, I presume thio 
correct word should be commitment, as T have not honrd of 
tho cases having beon acknally tried at the Soasions. 


Be rr i eis ree oe re 


From W. J, Wunseren, May,., Magistrate of Nuddeoa, to the Commin- 
gionor of the Nuddea Division—(No, 266, dated the 28th October 
1860.) 


Sir,—T wave the honor to request that you will return me the papers 
of the oase of Toesabdi Sheilth, forwaded to you with my Memorandum 
No. 118, dated the 20th September 1860. 


2, This ease waa qnoted, Tpercaive, by the Lieutenait-Governor ag 
an fustance in which the forgery of a Deed of continet to gow Undigo 
waa manifest on the face of the document itself, Lhe Indigo Planters’ 
Agsoclation however have declared theit (iim belief that itis genuine, 
Tho cage in question cannot unfortunately be brought to direet tun, ag 
it wad out of Mr. Boll’s power to commit it to ine, AQ, Bell’s decision 


in the ease having been final, 


8, Butas the Association have deolnied their desuo, while firmly 
defending the constituents from libel, to mak theb displeayme of ut 
should appear that any Concetn has really employed forgery in support 
of its cases, J taka the only opportunity which can be of use to record 
generally the evidence litherto obtained, which eveates such a shong 
imptession that forgery has been used by Mi. Till's Concern, 


4, Che first Kubsolyate which were presented to me, from it, were 
pronounced ly myself to bo forgeries on the ovidenco of the case ilaelf, and 
tha parties concorned wore committed for tial and couvieted of forgery 
and pajwy by the Sessions Judge, ‘ho cavo was sent up just as 
it Jay before me, and the Juige, rightly perhaps, refised to allow 
evidence, which was subsequently obtainad, that the Stamp Papers on 
which the Kuboolyuts wero written wero algo forgeries, Tad thig 
evidences been obtained earlier, I can hardly suppose this any appeal 
would have been made fiom the Sessions, 


5. Tho next eases which came before me were those committed hy 


HOA tiny al Ihoon eaahye yl Btayal won). Mr. Bell, af whiuh l. LHe sS a livt,* 


milmond owluy ta the comel¢ent + with 4 . 
whieh tt was nous Wy do lake tows tie G. Case 506 (Ryat charged, 


oyldenty dir eu casa Th tinny 4 aor ‘ , ; 
tndee 1 dt la ek even posalble te ivan Bhogai Sheik), Thay Ryot RS 
ay ny Jot uttorng Coryjeaik codes ST aTT Cee 

routs?) the THanter  Lvntin leaving stated by the Plainull’s Wiltiesses to 
witha, oo soll y oxcaptlon distinatly : a 

rofiiud te cota himself tenny way — ligye given a Kuboolyut on the 10th 


whatever wlth cheno ducutnents, while 


in othoig ove the Cionashitahd haye r ' le rys a 
avoided all roferance to thom iu tholh of December 1859, Ihe Kuhoo- 


dlopttturn = tty thet tellowdtir cays how 4 
vet Hii font ayidence hus bow oulucted lyut itself however beais date 10th 


for conviotion, December 1860, The Stamp Pa. 
per on which it is written hasa forged endoisoment on it. Tt pn ports 
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tu have been sold on the 4th September 1869, whoreas the Vendor's 
Book shows that no Stamp Paper whatever was sold on tlint date, 
On the 6th, indeed, a Papor precisely similar (except as to the hands 
writing of the Endotsomont,} to that of the Kubaolyat waa sold to aus 
Toxin, who bought sateen sheets, ‘Those sixteen sheets have beet 
traced and havo all been recovered, They bear the real dato Oth 
September. ‘fhe sheet corresponding to the forged paper in this case 
is atill blank, Tazim not having had occasion as yet to use it, Pho error 
in the dates shewe that, when it became necessary to antedato the sale 
of the paper, reference was mado to the Vendor's Book and the date, 
6th September,” must have been overlooked in iunning the eye 
down the entries, 


‘© A case almost precisely similar has been discovered in the course 
of this enquiry, but as Mr. Bell did not commit it, if cannot bo proso- 
cuted. In this (the case of Khudi Sheikh,) the genuine Stamp, of whiels 
the Paper of Khudi’s Kuboolyut is an erroneous imitation (the data of 
endorsement being again wrong), has been traced out, ond beou found 
to be already in use as a Bond between the rea) purchaser and his debtor, 
Lhe puchaser in both cases declaes he knows nothing whatever 
of the Ifactory people, or why they have used his name, 


8. In casa 696, Boydinath was snid to have given a Iuboolyut on 
the LOth December 1869. ‘This also is dated the LOth December 1860, 
The paper on which itis engrossed is a forgay, though the [fndorse- 
ment bears the correct date, 22nd September, on which the correspond 
ing gonuino paper was sold, 


9, Tnense 612, Kamal Sheikh sag anid to have given a Kuboolyut 
on 10th Decemba 1859, This also is dated LOth Decambe: 1860, 
‘The Endorsement ia a forgery and an inconect onc, being dated 22nd 
September, whereas the paper, of which it was intended to be 9 coun- 
terfeit, waa sold on the 24th September. 


10, In cases 649 versus Roshon Sheikh, 
G6O , <Abodea, 
666 ,, Shokor. 
13 
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The Kuboolyut in the first case, though atated in avidonve to have been 
givon in 1859, is dated 1850, a dato a» inconsistent with the toxt of 
the document asin the caso quoted by the GLieutenant-Governor, but 
none the lesa a forgery on that acconut, if any connection be allowed to 
oxist between the text aud the Stamped Paper on which it is written, 
the latter being evidently a forgery in this case, 


So also the Kuboolyut in tha 2nd cane G60, is dated 1860, erased and 
changed into 1859, while the third uboolynt, puporting on its face to 
havo been given by Shokor in person, and sworn to havo been go given 
by his witnesses, was afterwards stated to ba a mistake on discovery of 
the fact that Shokor died three yeais ago, 


11, Tobserve, by the way, that this isa very different mistake fiom 
that of entering dead inen’s names in account books, for which thero is 
always the cacuso that it was convenient for private record to keep the 
old names on, with the now ones paired on to them, But convenianeo 
could never suggest the force of allowing a contractor to continuo to sign 
Bonds year after year in the name of his dead father only, 


12, Taking the above cages into consideration, I have little 
doubt that the Kuboolyut in the engo of Hesabdee Sheikh will turn out, 
on inspection, to be engrossed on forged paper, 


PE eg pretend ere a 
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List of Cases committed by Alr, Bell to the Magistrate for 
investigation, on the charges of Foryery and Perjury. 
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$20 (Boaromanandoe Shotl, jase nob hee at prosont, or at lous not ablutnnabte 
owiag to tha Reewtd heap Delay ubion 


600 }Bhogal Sheil, > 4 [Ratboolyut dated Wilh Decade 1860) Mahiunt of the 
Tactory who wiote tho Kubuolyut eomiailtad 

600 |Boydhoath, te ae es ateun with Lio Conutts done, Kuboalynt 
talon téA 

G14 i<amial, Wf Pabot tha rocoul with the Comruisstunea  Nuboslyut 
dinterl 1800 

05) Roshan Shelk, » [Kuhools ut dated 1460 

060 [Abndes, is 186 erasod, 1860 

607 jSakuniloa, 7 JDanl (hice years ayo, sworn to having poryanally signed 
tha Kuboolyut 

666 [Bhoho. Mulill, »») Dene tinge ya irs ago, sworn to having povsonally signod 


tho Kuboolyus. 
729 (Bholai Ghmami, 4.) 'Both dead long ogo. Bub rdcord of ovidonca too 
pee nirrniag teil ya as canalsa 
an Aono, , : 
1849 [Naphal Pysu-Jotodas,... | [O88¢8 4 Rocord Room. 
Tanbdea shoilk, Mase wilh Commisslonor, 


oe 





pret Peters Reet dt pr eye here 


. (Signed) W. J, Uumasunen, 
The 20th Oelobor 1860, Magish ate, 


Sein Lin antelll 5 dan oemtntemnin nen th Alienate 
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From W. J. Tlersoiren, Meq., Magistrate of Nuddea, to the Com. 
missionoy of tho Wuddea Division,—{No. 260, dalod tho 8th 


Novombor 1860.) 

Sin,—I nave the honor, as requostod, to stnte (as T 
heliove I did domi-officially to Mx, Groto al the time,) what 
was tho cffeet of the imprisonment by Mr. Botis, of Totoo. 
ram Chuckerbutty. My Maclean, who wag then in charge 
of Damoorhoodah, informed me that immediately after the 
sentence was passed, every Mokhtear who was on Lhe side of 
the Ryots left the spot, saying * that was evidently no place 
for thom’? Ono mon howover wns untblo to got away 
for want of bearers, and was immediately pointed oul to 
Mr Betts as au instigator, by the Planters’ people. Mr, 
Belts however saw no grounds for proceeding agatust him, 
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2, ‘The departure of the rest. however cated Mr. Mae. 
lean g rent inconvenicnes in trying his own casos, nnd it was 
soveral days befora ho could get the Mokhtears to go 
hack, 


8, On the nows of Totooram’s imprisoumont reaching 
Kishnaghur, tho Mokhtears in my own Court, who were 
defending the Ryots, refused to act any longer, and continued 
to do so till Linformed them that I had already sont tho 
cise up to Government, 


from the OMcialting Commissioner of tha Nuddea Division, to the 

Officiating Secretary to Governmont of Bengal,—(No, 070A, dated 

Camp Muneorampore, Novembor 26th 1860.) 

Siu,-~—L gave the honor to submit for the information of 
the Lieutenant Governor, copy of letler No, 264, dated 20th 
instant, from the Officiating Magistrate of Nudden, report. 
iug on the Kaboolyut of Wesabdi Sheikh, which was roferred 
to in the Lientenant Governor’s Minute, as dated 1856, but 
engrossed on paper 1859, 


Mr. Terschel’s onquirics appoar to have beon confined to 
the question of the paper being a forgory or othorwise, and 
though he has not been successful in probing the matter to 
the bottom, quite sufficiont appears to havo boon discovered 
to warvant tho belicf that the papers on whigh the Kaboo- 
lyut was writleon was not that purchased from the stamp 
Vondor on 17th Novembor 1859, 


With regard to My, Ilferschol’s intention to mako fall 
enquiries with the general question of the forgery of the 
Kaboolyuts filed with Act X1. cases, Lheg to take this op- 
portunity of mentioning that on an oxamination of the salo 
of stamps for tho Inst fow yours in Kishuaghuy, a sudden riso 


* 
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of severat hundreds, I think about three thousand seven 
hundred of two-annas paper, snd of one thousand four hun- 
dyed four-anna papers have been found to have takon plage 
during the few wnonlhs whon the law for tho onforcemont 
of Indigo contracts was in action, 


a 


From W. J. Horgomnn, Neq.. Magistrate of Nuddea, to tho Com 
missioner of Circuit, Nudden Division, —(No, 261, dated tho 20th 
Novewbor 1860,} 

Sm,—I nave the honor to report, that having yesterday 
received back the original document filed as the Kaboolyut 
of Ilisabdee Sheikh, and dated 1856, on paper sold in 1859, 
L have compared it with the Vendor's book, and find that it 
ngrees a8 to name and date and number. But the writing 
is nol in tho hand of the atamp Vendor, who has denied on 
oath that it is his writing, or signature, whereas tho entry of 
that date in the book itself isin the Vendor's hand. Phe 
paper sold on tho date in question, 17th November, was 
moreover bought apparently on the application of a 
Mahajan, as if was stated to be required for a» tamsook ” 
and not fors Kaboolyut. J cmmot positively pronounce 
the.paper a forgory, because the Vondor admits that ho hag 
occasionally allowed others to endorao paper for him, and it 
is impossible to procuro the real paper sold that day, because 
the purchaser was a Moklitear’s servant, aud no trace of the 
paper can bo obtained from the Mokhtear, Tam making 
full enquiries into the genoral question of the forgery of 
theso Koboolynts, of which a further report will bo subso. 
quently submitted. The Vendors are of course putting 
every obstacle in the way. Every enquiry hitherto made 
only adds to my conviction, that the greater part of the 
Koboolyuts prosecuted under Act XI. of 1860 wera forgeries, 


4 


- 
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From W. 8. Suton-Kann, May, OMeinting ecrelary lo tha Goyorn. 
mont of Bengal, to W. Crny, Exq., Sverolary to tho Governnent of 
India, Ifome Dopartment,—(No. 6863, dated the Zith Novem. 
hor 1860 ) 

Sin,—L am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your 
lotter No. 2080, dated the 24th ultimo, and to forward a 
Minute recorded by the Lieutonant-Covarnor, on tha subject 
of tha lat complaint mado by the Indigo Pluilers’ Associn- 
tion, with Appendices, for tho consideration of the Govern- 
mont of India. 

2. The veply of the TLicntonant-Govertior would have 
been forwarded at an earlior period, lind if not been necos- 
sary to make some reforoncas to the local authorities. 


The original enclosures aro herewith reburned, 


A ty rte gle 


‘ Minute, 


1, Axrnovan Mr. Terschel’s lotter of the 7th November 
leads mo still to expect a fur. 
Secictary t# Goveinment of , addi ’ ; 
ulus duted. Bil Octaner ingny. Tock Coc onOIL dear lam 
No 2080, including o letter hom connected with the subjeat of 
Secietary to Mdigo Planters’ Asso- ee ; , 
ciauon, dated lth October isd, Mr. Torgusson’s letter, [ think 
it hottor to dolay no longer 
the yemarks J havo to offer on that lotler, founding them on 
communicntions I havo already vecoived from Mr, ILerachol 
and Mr, Bell, 


2, Trogret very much tho necossity which obliges mo to 
say any thing more on this subject, a3 it ia hardly possible, 
in dofonding what has been so roundly altacked, upon what 
LT holieve to bo no good grounds, to avoid evory thing that 
may be misunderstood as opposition and antagonism to 
gentlemon for whoge present, bat as J trust enly temporary 
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difficultics, I foel very sincerely, Tvom tho first sign of the 
gonernl rupture between Planter and Ryot which hag occur. 
red, I have had hut two principlos ever in my mind: one, 
that equal justice should be done to both parties, and that 
to both should be secured that fair and Jawful protection of 
of his rights, his person, and his property, to which avery 
subject of er Majesty has an equal and an indefensible 
title; the other, that evory thing should be dono that jus- 
tice to others would permit, and that properly could be 
done, to mnuke the break-up of an unsound system, which 
in the natural comse of things had now become inovitnble, 
as litjle of a calamity as possiblo to those whose interests 
were involved in ils fall. With theso feelings, I much wish 
that the necessity of recurring Lo what cannot but he mat- 
tor of irritation, had been spared me, But others have beou 
attacked as well as myself, who have a right to a vindica- 
tion; and a reply to Mr. Sccretary Groy’s letter, conveying tho 
remarks of the Association on my Minute in answer to their 
first complaint, is unavoidable, I will endeavor to confine 
my part of this reply to the'narrowost limits possiblo, 


8, The Committee of tho Indigo Planters’ Associntion 
_ have been led to conclude that my feolings are deeply affect. 
od against the system of Indigo planting generally, and 
the persons who aro engaged in that cultivation, Tt would 
be vain, oven if it could be justifiable, after the publication 
of the Government records relating to the dispute between 
Ryots and Planters, and of tho evidence taken by the Indigo 
Commission, to atlempt to conceal the fact that, whilst in 
Behar, tho N. W. Provinces, and Madras, nothing objection- 
ablo in the manner in which this trado is conducted is ap- 
parent, there have been grievous abuses in the Indigo system 
in operation in Bengal; and that the faults of this system, 
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wherein it diffors from every other Commoreiul enterprise in 
India, avo the solo causo why this branch of trado in Bon. 
gal, and this branch only, in all India, is now in disorder, 
Oertainly if tha * style and substance ” of tha paper objects 
ol to shew that I sevorely condemn theso abuses and 
faults, and that I regard their removal as a paramount duly 
both to the Ryot of Bengal, and to tho honoy of the British 
Government, they shew my foelings truly, But if they 
fairly lend to the inferenco that Iam hostile to Indigo plant. 
ing, apart from the abuses and faults of the old system 
peculiar to Bengal proper; and ospocially, if they make it 
appear that IT have any focling against “the persong who 
are engaged” therein, for many of whom T have a sincere 
yespect and ostoem, J san only oxpross my regrot that T 
have so written as to have been so misunderstoad, TI can. 
not however myself discover a word in tho papor objected 
to, agninst Iudigo planting on sound Commorcial principles ; 
ora word calculated to give porsonal ofleneo; and I do 
discover unmistakeable oxpressions iu that paper which are 
in the contrary sonso, IL will be rememberod that I did 
not spontaucously write one word of tha Minute now 
impugned, Aa to atylo, it was a vindication foreed upon 
mo of measures that had heen soyeraly attacked, and 
atincked, as L believed and beliove, on no good grounds; and 
ag to substance, Thad no choice but to relate tho {nets as thoy 
were, and as they wore shown to be by the record, 


4 The Commillee, in the prosont letter, obsorve that 
Ihave been obliged to confess that gentlomen I employed 
in the Judicial, Offices in the disturbed districts “ were 
unfil for the common duties of thoiy stations; and 
this they advance as a ground in proof of the inafilcient 
state of the Mofussil Courts, But hexe tho Qommittes 
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have confounded the Judioial OMees as they normally exist, 
and the ordinary Mofussil Oourts, with the special and 
femporary measures adopted Inst season, which were of 2 
very oxcoplional nature, in favor of the planter exclugivaly: 


TIad it beon thought vight to leave tha questions in dis. 
pute to the ordinary Law and the ordinary Mofuasil Courts 
(which howover romained open to the Plantor had he 
chosen to yosort to thom), the hasty docisions would 
vot have beon passed, and the judicial unstendiness under 
clamour would not have beon shown, of which the Ryot 
in too many instances, but the Plantor in no ‘instanco, 
has tiad to complain, It is nof to be now questioned 
that the removal, for this oocasion, of the wholesome check 
of appeal, wasa mistake; but appeal exists, and always has 
existed in the ordinary Mofussil Courts; and tho rosull 
of this oxperimental removal of it will be a lesson, So 
also, in the ordinary Mofusail Courts, Officers, subordinate 
10 District Magistrates, of uo experionas in Civil justice, 
are uot Judges upon the wholé matter of action in difficult 
Civil suits; which by tho exceptional Law in quostion, sw 
it was finally passed, they were for the momont made. Ln 
circumstances of ahnost unprecedentad difficulty, the higher 
District Oficera, as a body, and upon the whole, have 
doug admirably well, Thay would have just cause of dig- 
sitisfaction with mo, if in noticing this remark of tho 
Committee of tho Association, I failed to resord my high 
opinion of thoir conduct throughout tho crisis, I onrmestly 
hope that much highex approval than mine will be accorded 
tothem. To arguo against official compotency generally, 
and the eflisioncy of Coprts in their normal condition, 
becauso some of the Aasistanis aud Deputy Magistrates, 


Whose proper business it is to look after the Polica in subox- 
14 
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dination to the District Magistrate, and to couduct minor 
criminal trials appealablo to tho Judge, failed when placed, 
atatimo of great oxcitomont and clamouy, in n position 
of great rosponsibility, quile new to them, and of great 
difficulty, is, I submit, to arguo unsoundly, 


6, The Committes of tho Association name to This Hx. 
edllency in Council Mr, Bell, au experienced Principal 
Suddexr Ameen, of high charactor, whoso fitness for the 
judicial bonch I understand them to question, on the 
ground of his decision in a eortnin case. Myr, Bell has 
anawered for himself, aud Uis [xecellency in Counsil will 
pronounces apon tho jualice of the charge against “him, 
The partionlay case montioned will bo noticed below. For 
mysolf, Lam happy to xecord it ns my opinion, that tho 
public confidence in My. Boll, ase good Judicial OMlcer, 
will be increased rather than diminished by his answer to 
this imprudent imputation. 


6. Tho Committee noxt nlludo to tho faot of what they 
call a yaat Military force” employed in Nuddeoa and the 
neighbouring Indige District, as ovidence of confusion 
therein, From tho ontsot J made it my fixat object to 
protest the factories from violenec, and to preserve tho 
gonoral poaca, for which purposo I dasirod to be stron. 
gor in the dangorous quarter than was apparently 
necessary, rather than be too weak to acseure the object 
With the chance of a genoral agrarian insurrection to provide 
against, prudence seemed to demand this, But the strength 
of the Military foree employed is, I have reason to heliove, 
styangely over estimated gonerally, Unfortunately, in no 
part of the Lower Provinces of tho Bongal Prosidency, what- 
ovar emergency may ariso, lias the Govornmont of Bengal 
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a “vast Military force” available, Jfor forty-three millions 
of people Lhe numbor of troops, Luropean and Native, in those 
Provinces, cloos not axecod alfout 19,000 mon, besides 8,600 
mon of the Civil Polico Battalions, and 600 Police Sowars. 
In the two great Indigo Districts of Nuddoa and Jassore, 
taken to contain 1,918,909 inhabitants, the foree of troops 
and Military Police at this moments is 


Mon. 
Native Infantry, .scccsscssvoveesseevee 480 
Bengal Military Police, cress O77 


tame teat tone | 


. Total, sececscennocesn 1,457 





This is one soldier or Military Policeman for every 1,818 
souls ; and it is certainly any thing but a “ vast Military 
Vorce.” Such as it is, however, L am truly thankful that 
its presence has sufficed to keep the country, throughout 
the entire quarrel and excitement, perfectly quiet, With 
the concurrence of the Commissionor of tha Division, tho 
Native Infantry are about to bo immediately removed, 


7 Tho Committe of the Association uext impugn my 
statement in paris 28 and 20 of my former Minute of the 
onso of tho Mookhtar Teturam Chuckerbutty, whose release 
by mo from imprisonment undor an illegal sentonco, had 
beon mado a vory prominent matter of charge by them 
against me. Tho case was first reported in Mr. Grote’s 
letter of the 21st of April 1860, On again referring to tho 
papers in tho case, J find the statement made of it to have 
beon porfectly correct. I did not say that the mnn had 
apponred before the Deputy Magistrate in his capacity of 
Mookhtar; tho cases liad not come on when he was senteue- 
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ed, Bathe was & Mookhtar, Jn His own answor to the 
Depuly Magistrate, at tho trink, as abstracted hy My, 
Ilerachel upon the baek of the Depuly Magistrate's raturn 
of the oase, amid reportod hy My, Groto to mo, he said 
“T am the Mookhiay of tho Ryots, and was only 
acting legitimately as such in what I snid to thom ;” and 
this is the substance of the full transintion of bis anawer af 
terwards obtained, ‘Tho first wilness for the prosecution de. 
signated him as “ Mookhtar Teluram Chrokorbutty 3” a0 
that not only was hea Mookhtar, but the Deputy Magistrate 
know that he was; nothing of this is contested by the Deputy 
Magistrate in his oxplanation, Mr, Bell, tho Principal 
Sudder Ameon, in tho apponded papoyr, statos that he lnew 
Toturam only as“ an Attorney for tha Ryots,” which 
the records of his Court, he saya, will show him to be, and 
ivrespectively of tha {rots of his being « Mookhtar, and of 
his being, as there is no doubt he was, about to defond tho 
very oases of the Ryots about to como before the Deputy 
Magistrate, it is admitted by the Committoo themsolves, as 
now advised, that what he was sentenced for was na legal 
offence in any one, 


8. Thonthe Committso affirm that LT was wholly misin- 
formad he to tha Ryots in that quarter, in courequones of this 
wilawful amprisonmont of the Mookhtar uot boing ablo to 
obtain the services of legal agonts to dofend thoir cuases (for 
several days), and thay the proseentora then had it for soveral 
days all their own way; and thoy say “ thoy are quite at a loss 
“to understand upon whose representation the Jiculonaut 
* Governor has been led into so grayo an orvor.? Unfortu. 
nately, there has been no orror, I was informed of the fret by 
Mx, Grote reading 10 mo a lutler from Mu, Ierschel. IT now 
appond an official letter from Mx. Uersohel, formally recording 


( 100) 


the cirenmstances, This letter shows that whon I wrote my 
former Minute, to which the Committeo object, Thad not 
n® knowledge of all the bad effocts of tho illogal and unjust 
scutence of this Mookhtar, and therefore that I did uol 
deserihe them so strongly ns they should have boon de- 
scribed ; not only at Damoorhoodsh, did overy Mookhtar, 
who was on tho side of the Ryots, lenve tho spot, after the 
sontonco was passed, saying “that was evidently no placa 
for thom,” (excopt one man unablo to get away for want 
of boarors, who was immediately pointed out aa an “ insti- 
gator ;”) and not only was Mr. Maclean consequently put 
to great inconvonicnce in trying his cases there, it being 
several days before lhe sould get tha Mookhtars to go 
back ;” but, on the news of the sentence roaching tho 
Sudder Station, the Mookhtara of Mr, Iorschel’g own 
Court, who were defending the Ryots, refused to act any 
longer, and continued to do so till informed that Tetu- 
ram’s case had been reported to Government, 


9 The next, and the only other case of which the Com. 
Chundoumohun Chowdry aca impugn ae MCuON: 
yer sits in my formor Minnte, is that 

Boranund pheick and others noted on the margin, Ono of 
the complaints against me was that I had removed four 
officors namod from tha Indigo Districts, improporly, 
and to the prejudice of the Planters, My answer to that com- 
plaint was that I had removod from the Indigo Distriats 
only ono officer, namely, the one who had, wilh such haste 
and «isrogard of the law, imprisoned tha Mookhtar above- 
mentioned, Jiven this officor by his removal, sulfored 
neither in rank nor in pay. My. Grote had originally ques. 
tioned the prudence of omploying this officer in this very 
peculiar duty; le had been recalled to tho Sudder Station 
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by the local authorities; and by my order he was roplacod 
in his own pormanont appointmont at a distant station, 
In proof that this oflicor’s return Lo his ordinary line of 
duty was not too soon, T mentioned that it had accidentally 
come to my knowledge that the sano officer, in a civil caso 
undor tho Act, had given tho planter a decroe against the 
Ryot on a witten ngreoment purporting to have boon made 
in 1856, oxecuted upon & stamped paper sold in 1859, 
This the Commiltee reprosent as a gravely crrongous stato- 
ment; for though they admit that the stamped paper was 
sold in 1869, and that tho date of the bond executed upon 
itis in 1866, thoy contend that this last date is a clerical 
erroy, for the contents of the bond show that it yolates 10 
1860, and therfore it could not have been intended to make 
iL apgear to havo buen oxecuted so far back as 1866. My 
information waa noevertheloss preciso and correct, so far 
ns if went The decd had been judicially pronounced 
spurious; the stamped paper on which it was written was 
endorsed as sold on the 19th November 1859, and the dato 
of tho deed, thatis to say, the date on which it purported 
to be executed, was tho 10th of December 1856. ‘Whe 
excuse that tho dato was a clerical error was never, Cnt 
Lam aware of, ploadod in the Court, That wae all I knew. 
Most avsurcdly if I had known thet the date of the deed 
was an. crror, whother regarding the dood av a forgad ox 
as a gonuine documant, f should havo explainod that fret. 
As it happens, however, that faet, vory material in one 
point of view, is immatenal to the argument L had in hand, 


10. My single object in mentioning this and some other 
pad cases, was to answer the objections which had been 
very strongly taken by the Committee of the Association 
to certain orders of Govornment, I had carnostly inculcat 
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ed on the officers ontrusted with duties under the Indigo 
Act, inexperienced in Civil business as thoy all wero, and 
subject, as they all were, to no appolinte authority, the 
duty of giving vory careful attention to their cnses ; of 
patiently sifting evidence on oontroyerted points, in the 
true spirit of equity; and, in short, of performing to the 
best of their ability and judgment, tho obhigntions of good 
Judges in cases all important to the partics. T had trans. 
ferred clsewhere one officcr, for notable carelessness, haste, 
and disregard of law in his procecdings; and I had cir. 
culated, at the request of an experienced official, tho papers 
in a certain case, which proved tha necessity of vory care. 
fully examining the wiilten evidence tendered in the class 
of cases in question. These were the orders impugned, 
and the decision in question was mentioned as an ergmplo, 
showing their propriety. In this light, il isa point of al- 
solute indifference whether the theory of the Committee 
aa to the genuinoness of the bond in question, or the formal 
Judicial decision as to its spuriousness of the Principal 
Sudder Ameon (which that judge on revision still upholds, 
upon what scem to me solid grounds), bo right, In any viow, 
the Deputy Magistrate cannot have been otherwiso than 
culpably hasty, in giving a dacree, upon such a bond, with 
out stating the fact of the discrepant date, and oaplaining 
his ronson for upholding both the truth, and tho lognl vali- 
dity of the instrament, nevortheloss, Ine carefully con- 
ducted civil suit, whoroin both partics arc allowed full 
opportunity to make the best of their own gaso, with the 
assistance of Mookhtars, such an omission is unaccountable. 
But the furthor information which the insistonco of the 
Committee has clicited from Myr. Boll, shows still moro proofs 
of haste and nogligonce in tho officer of whose removal 
the Committee complained as impropor and injurious to the 
Plantor. It now appears by Mr. Bell’s report, that tha 
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evidence of the nominal witnesses to the exeantion of this 
mbst stspicious document was novor trken; and it is ims 
possible to read Ma, Bell’s oxposition of his judgment, the 
caso before him and that before the Depuly Magiatrate, 
hong esseniinly one and the swne, without saying that, 
whichever decision waa right, one was the result of careful 
attention, couseiontiqusly applied, and the other was given 
blindly, On cither supposition, I submit, my ordors 
inculeating and onforcing arre and attention generally, and 
especially in regard lo the documentary avidenvs adduced 
by the factory Onlah, are supported by this example. 


LL. If any disinterestod persons doubted whethor the 
necessity of the precautions complained of was fully proved 
by thg instances alluded to in my former Minuto, the painful 
array of naw onses sot forth in My. Hells present paper, and 
in Mr. [lorsohel’s lottor of the 7th instant, will set that 
Houbt ab reat, 


12, Tho point next adverted to by the Committee, name. 
ly, the circulation of n certain judicial decision of My er. 
Schol’s is matter already disposed of on tho original com- 
plaint. But with xeferonce to the confident opinion given 
of tho incorrectness of the conviction at tho Sessions, il is 
necessary to point attention to the subsequently obtained 
evidence mentioned by Mx. ILorsche), which proves beyond a 
doubl that the ondorsement of saloon the stamped papor 
was forged, 


18, The Committee aro mistaken in supposing that the 
office of Superintendent of Police has boon abolished, It 
still cxists with all its original functions, But instoad of 
thore being only one Superintondent of Police in tho Tower 
Provinces, oach Commissioner is Superintendent of Police 
within hig own Division, 
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14. Tho Committee of the Assocation remark on general 
charges against Indigo Planters whieh they conceive mye to 
have made. Throughout their present letler, the Committea 
ssom tome hadly to keep imimind that the Minute they 
object to was wrillen in answer to serious charges against tho 
mcasures of tlhs Government, mado by thomselves, bus for 
which it never would have been wriften al all, Io was forcod 
to answer their specific complaints ; aud in so doing 1b was 
not possible ta amit noticing the fagts whieh cansututed 
the grounds on which the measures to bo defended were 
adopted, If those facts, and the argumont nocassarily 
founded upon thom, have borua heavily in any quarter, ib 
should be remembered that they were drawn forth, of 
necessity, hy the complaints that the Committee had them- 
selves made, IL submit to His Mxcolleney in Council tht 
1 have made no genoral charges, unloss it be against the 
nitive Onlah of the factories, of whom, as a body, 1 certainly 
havo spoken disparngingly, bat in whose fayor tho Com- 
mittee say nothing, 

18. The Committee conecive that Tam bound to with- 

Suieo this Minute was signed, draw whab Whey hold to he 
Mr Lashington’s letter of the 26th aliarges, because a cai tain band 


1atHNt, sl esealeng Ma. Uferehel’s | 

letter of the 20th inatant, hasbeen judiewlly pronounced to be 
seaelyed, Mai Ulevachel’s letes : ' Li 
makes the evidence ageimet the SPUilous, Is not, ag wd been 


Koboollyut stronger tli tie est an 
dene ontsbtng at the time of Mi, induced to stippose, proved to 


Bol’adoemion, ‘he extuouluay bo spurious, dy reason af its 


merensea invdhea sale of che class ii : 
of stumps required for such Wa. Jalse dale alone, Phe dbrityys of 


hoohynts aa these it question, te 
duing the time when the aet for casey which Mr, Bell and Mr. 
tte summary enforcement of Indigo — [Larschel spoaify and describo, 


Contracts waa in fares, whieh was nee 
not the season for making or will shaw how neodless it is to 


renewing Indigo Contracis, imen- stat ; 
tioned by Mt. Lushington, is deser- disenss the question whether 


ying of notice, this one document was forged 
15 


( Wd) 


or not, Twill ouly sny that till To saw these papers, which 
this renowed ablack of che Committee of the Association have 


“Ido not wheh tobsundorstood = forped aut Thad ne 
® ag desiring to justify mymenan es ni Thad not myself 
“by throwing blame personally ott ay Herb aut thadequute COUCEH- 


“iho prosceuding planters. Tt ia |, 

“avowed and cage if Hee ihe Uonof the realty, As bo Bold 
Payvork of prasceating claus wea, ee ; r 
“loft to the Native Omlah of the ru charges connected with 
"Yactoriecs, who do not apperr — thega eases, on looking over 
"to hava been under aiy practiont : fj 

“hock, and whore ‘peculiarly the Minute objected to, T ean 
* unserupulona character ia denied hid nk « 

Sin general terms, by no pereen, FN DUL ONG plssnge that can 


* Kuropoun a Native, of any oe eee mae 
olass, 1 believe the Planters be imaginod lo convey a geue- 


‘thenimelves arg oniore ehented ra} charged, I aitait in the 
* and decelved by thes mon, thin ; 
“anyother personsmea Thehest margin, Iobeg that the ip 


“intentioned Planters, therefarg ae 
" must expert an intelligent and pended papers by Mr, Bell 


dg tu ems no pain and Mr, Tervchel may bo fe 
§ agency.” perused, and that this passage 
in tho Minnte complained of, or the whole Minute if neces. 
sary, may bo read afterwards, and if Tis xeellency in Coun. 
cil shall then say that I hava a word to withdraw, or that I 
ave in any passage given too strong a coloring to my argu. 


meul, Dam entirely in his hands, 


46, For myself I do very much deplore the necossity 
which has forced this second paper frome. here is ae 
foeling of antagouiam to Indiyo Planters on tha part of 
Government, or af miy olttecr of Cavarnment, Oa tho 
contrary there is, in overy official quartoy, a sincere desire to 
assist thom in covery proper way. In this dusive I individu- 
ally do most fully and strongly participate, A sonsible 
inen must now sce thal coercive cultivation, where no legal 
obligation exists, ig ab oan end. Whethor ih is right or 
wrong that this shonld bo sa, tho Ryot has settled the 
question of faot; in Sauth Western Bengal, he will no longer 
cultivate Tudigo for Planters upon the old terms, and wider 
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the old systom, ‘Wherever Indigo cannot be grown with the 
freo consent of the grower, under the sound commercial 
systom, provalent iu all other trados in India, of free 
bargains and fair market prices, Indigo will not now be 
grown on Ryots land, where no unexpired engagement is 
in foree, Tn this state of things, DT would very respectfully 
put it tothe intelligent and experienced men of business, 
who représent the great interest in quostion, whether it 
would not be a wiser and more hopeful course, to turn the 
attention of the body of gentlomen concorned to the future, 
rather than to the past; to tho improvement of their posi- 
tion, by originating some reformed system, in which the Ryot 
willbe their coadjutor, instead of their antagonist, rather than 
to complaints against Government and its officers, for what 
occurred during an inevitable crisis, FT am sure that this 
reform is a mattor of necessity, unloss Bengal is to abandon 
10 Madvas, Behar, and the Upper Provinees go much of 
its share of the Indigo trado as is dua to Ryottoo 
cultivation, And I am sure that it will not bo assist- 
ed by discussions, such as aro unavoidably raised by such 
letlors as those to which I have beon now obliged to reply. 
Tn performing this ungrateful task, I trust that I have not 
said an unnecossary word likely to excito or prolong ill 
feeling, or to give any grouid of personal offence to any one. 
I have at Icast done my bost, in defending myself and 
others, to avoid recrimination, T have not concenled my bad 
opinion of a bad system; of ils falsa economy, and of ily po- 
litical dangar; but T have never forgotten that it has beeu 
the growth of half a century, and has been inhorited ra- 
ther than creatod by tho present generation, 
(Signed) J.P. GRANT, 
23rd November, 1860, 


— ~ co. 
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‘Brom W. Garny, Esq. Boorolary do dho Governmont of Tndin, STomo 
Dopartment, to W. 8, Suvon-Kann, War, OMeiating Sooretary to 
{ho Government of Bongal,—(No. 1814, dated Tort William, tho 
92nd Soptombor 1860.) 


Siy—Jha Governor General in Council, having considered 
your lottor No. 4840, dated the 18th instant, and tho papars 
which accompanied it, I am dosived to inform you, that [is 
Tixcolloncy in Council assonts to the proposal of tho Liculo- 
nant Governor, that a general Notification shiall be issued 
informing tha Ryots that dhe Government is nol opposed to 
tho cultivation of Indigo, but that they aro nol required to 
cultivate it oxcopt with their own free consent, and warning 
both tho Ryot and the Planter against having recourse to 
any violont or wolawfal proceciings. 


8, Tho Indigo Planters’ Association liaving, in a recent 
letter, intimated » wish that no furthor general proclamation 
of any kind should bo issuod by the Bongal Governmont, 
fearing lest it might be misintorpretod and misapprohended, 
tho Governor Genoral in Council would have been glad if 
{ho cireumstances of tho case had permitted tho Government 
to lonve the matler for mutual adjusimont by the Planter 
nid tho Ryol, without any intervention of the Government 
whatsoever, «Bub though Ilis Uxcelloncy in Council is quite 
sonsiblo how fulile would bo any attempt which could be: 
properly made by Govornment to bring about a setlloment 
of the difforonces now unhappily oxisting botween the 
cultivators and tho Indigo Plantexs, ho is compelled to admit 
that tho statements containod in tho onclogures of your 
lator so such, as to demand that tho Government should, in 
plain terms, declare bo both Ryot aud Planter, the positions 
in which thoy stand, and annowice to thom distinetly thas 
the Governmont will not tolerate a resort to vigloneo, hut 


ae 


will take prompt and effectual measures lo restrain, and to 
pnish any who may commil thomselves to such a course 


8. lam desired therefore to forward to vouthe draft of 
a Notification, based upon that whichis given in tha Oth 
para, of your letter, with some modifications and additions, 
and to request that, after it has been very carefully trauslated, 
ii may be promulgated in those Distiicts in whieh the 
Lioutenant-Governor may consider the precaution to be 
nocassary, 


4, Iam to requost that the attention of the ‘Lieutenant 
Governor may he drawn to the concluding words of the 
clause, informing the Ryots that itis not intended to renew 
the temporary law for the summary enforcement of Indigo 
contracts by the Magistrates, By the words referred to, 
the Government undertakes to provide, as soon as possible, 
for the more speedy adjudication of suits for the enforcement 
of contincts, and from the preamble of the notifiention if 
will be understood that suggestions to this ond will bo mado 
by the Licutonant-Governor in communicating his views 
upon tho report ofthe Indigo Commission, The Governor 
Gonoral in Council fully aequiescas in the opinion which is 
indicated in tho 3rd paragraph of the Tieutenant-Governor's 
Minute of tho 17th instant, as fo tho immediate necassity 
for a multiplication of Sub-divisions, a hottar Polica, and 
Civil Courts of prompt and offective procadure, and to these 
His &xcelloney in Council would certainly add a provision 
for the cheap and easy registration of contracts for tho 
delivery of aguicultural produce of any kind. In regard to 
the first two points,-—a multiplication of Sub-divisions and a 
hetter Police, the Governor Genoral in Conneil will be 
prepared to give the Lioutonant-Goyornor any reasonable 
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usyistnage that Llis Honor may (hink it necessary to ask for, 
fn regard to the other two points, unmely, more effective 
Civil Courts and provision for registration, the Governor 
General in Conneil would wish to see immedinte ateps taken 
foy preparing the drafts of such Jaws as may be deomed 
advisable for giving elect to Lhow measures, in order that 
tha Biles may be introduced aud road a flyst time before the 
Gth of October, after which date the Legislative Council will 
not re-nssemble for some wecks. 


ee eee -n 


Tis Lisvrsnane-Govennon lias reacived the Report of the 
Tudigo Commission, and will, in a fow days, lay heforesthe 
Government of Indian such suggestions as the circum. 
stances sct forth in the Report appear to him to call for, 
Moanwhilo the Tieutenant-Governor, with the full sane 
tion and coneurronce of the Governor General in Council, 
cills the careful attention of all partics concorned to the 
following 

NO'TVICATION. 

Tr any Ryots or othor porsous believe that tho Goyom. 
mene wishes that the cultivation of Tudivo should cease, 
they are mistaken. ‘The Government hopes that the eulti- 
vation of ludigo will be continued. But the Governinout 
iy convinced that on the lands of the Ryots it gan be conti. 
nucd only with the freo consent of the Tiyvots thamsslyas, 
and tipo principles of justico aud of fair dealing on both 
sides, 


All Ryols ave hereby agsured that these who ave not under 
any valid unexpired Contract, caunol now he compelled, and 
will nover be compelled, to cultivate Tndige apninet their 
own wishes, or to tako advances for that purpose, 
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All Ryots who are under a wilid unexpired Cuntragb, are 
warned, that if they do not fulfil their engagenicuts 
honestly, they will be liable to actions in the Civil Court and 
to decrees for damages. 


Both Planters and Ryots are hereby solemnly warned to 
abstain froin violence and intimidation, The Plantors are 
warned against attompting to compel Ryots by force to 
cultivate Indigo, The Ryots are warned against attempung 
by forco or by intimidation of any kind, to prevout tho 
cultivation of Indigo by others, and agninst resisting the 
fulfilment of their own contracts. All persons secking the 
enfoycement of contracts, or redress, must do so in a lawful 
manner, through the constituted tribunals, 


If the unlawful use of forco is resorted to or Lhroatened 
by any ill-advised persons, the Muagtstrates will instantly 
cheek and punish such misconduct. An ample foree of 
Military Police las been placed at their disposal for this 
purpose. 


All disputes between Planters and Ryats regarding ¢ha 
possession of lauds, or regarding boundavics, and all dis. 
putes regarding lands claimed as Nj or Khas by Planters 
on the one hand, and as their own Ryottee lands by Ryots 
on the other hand, must be decided in the usnal course— 
thatis to say, by the Magistrate, under Act TY, of 1840, 
or by the Collector, under Act X. of 1859, or by the Civil 
Courts. 


Tt is not the intention of the Government of India to 
re-onact the temporary Law for the summary enforcement 
of Indigo Contracts by the Magistrates, which Law will 
expire on the dth of October next, corresponding with the 
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19th of Agsin. After that date, actions for breach of exist. 
ing conlrngls will ho cognizable, as bofere, by the Civil 
Courts, But i iy tho intention of tho Covernment to 
provida, #8 son NB possibly, for the more speedy adjudication 


of such cases, by ‘mereasing the miuuber of Courts, and by 
simplifying procedure. 


All Zemindars and ather persons coneemed in the owner- 
ship or management of lands in whieh Tndigo oullivation 
has prevailed, 6 required bo exhort the Ryols under their 
‘influence to refrain from any violent or unlawful act. 

(Signed, ) W, Gniy, 
Seeretury lo the Government of Lidia, 


~ —_ 


rom W. 8. Srponelcann, Mae OMaiating Seeretary to tho Govern. 
mont of Bengt, bo the Commissioners of Nuddea and Rujuhahye, 
Nos, o019 und 6014, dalod tho Wih September 1860, 


a Nu 1 l yy ino 7 
Sin,—Lam directed to enclose jajhanye oop COPIOs of an Tn 


' ay ¢ ‘ N qd a) hi bd 4 s 
glish Notification, With jraatadyo"ad COPIES of a Bongali 


trausiation of the same, which, with the full sanction and 
conourrenco of TIis xaelloncy the Governor Genaral of 
India in Council, ib has been rexelved to publish in (hose 
places where strong excilement on thea Dneliger question pre- 
vails, In such placas, & copy of the Muglish motifiontion 
should bo gent ta every Indigo Planter, tid so many copies 
of the Bengali translation should bo issued, as may be 
necessary to muke the contents fully known to tho villagors, 


2, Whore no crcilamont on this subject prevails, ne 
‘sito of this votifieation is to be made. 

3, The object of this notification is, by explnining clearly 
tho uo position both of tho plunter and of tho ryot, and by 
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assuring the villagers against violence, to allay excitement, to 
remove donbl, and to dispel apprehension, where such 
feelings exist to a dangerous dogree; and to provent all 
vesort io the illegal use of force on cithor side, the conse- 
quences of which, in the present state of fecling, might be 
disastrous, 


4, Tho principles containod in this proclamation are 
simply that the law must be obeyed and enforced. All pub. 
lic officers, therefore, will everywhere, upon occasion, act in 
accordance with this notificgtion, But it ia considered 
extremely desirable to do nothing that can create excile- 
ment, where none already exists. Where Planters on the 
one hand have no difficulties, and ryots, on tho othor hand, 
have no apprehensions of compulsion, no unusual measure 
is called for; and any such measuro might be misundex- 
stood. 


5. There are, however, tracts of country in your Diyi« 
sion, whero the rupture between ryots and Indigo factories 
is too docided to lcave room for any objection of the above 
nature, or to make it doubtful that the one paramount con. 
sideration is to presorve the public tranquillity. 


6. Whenever it may be a question in whieh of these two 
classes n tract of conntry should be placed, the Lioutonant 
Governor relies confidently on your judgment and disare- 
tion, 


7, A copy of the letter of the Secretary to tho Govern. 
ment of India transmitting tho notification in question, 
with the orders of Tis Tixcollency in Council rogarding its 
promulgation, is enclosed for your information and guidance. 

16 
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Tryvom W, §. Suron-Kanse, Meg, Oiloiating Seerotary to the Goveio. 
mont of Bongal, to tho Secrolavy to the Goverment of Ladi, Lome 
Dopartmont, No, 6301, dated the Oth October 1800, 


Sir,-—L amt direoled toncknowledye tha receipt of your latter 
No. 1814, dated the 22nd ultimo, and to forward in roply 
a Minute by the Lioutonant-Governor, in which tho impor. 
tant quostions recommundod to the attontion of (ho Bengal 
Government, aro fully digeuased and provided for as far as 
is possible al present, 


Minuto, 


Inaepraveny on receipt of this letter fem the Gavern 
ment of India, a copy of the paper was sent to Ma, Seouce, 
the Bengal Member of the Legislative Council, and [have 
hind an interview with him on the subject since ho las 
aludied them. 


2. My. Sconco informed me that ho could not be prepared 
with a bill for the registration of contrnots for the delivery 
of agricultural produce by the 6th of October, and that he 
is nnable to devigo a moro expeditious aystom of procedure 
for the decision of suits brought for the breach of auch con 
tracts, which shall moet the ondsy of justice, than the syatem 
provided by the naw codo of civil procedure, which hing lately 
beon introducod in all tho civil courte of tho interior, 


8. Ihavo also had an interviow with Mr, [lfarington, 
with voferenco to the instructions of the Government of India 
conveyed in this lettor, Mr. Tarington informed me that he 
would immediately movo tho third roading, and passing of a 
bill for the establishment of Quarts for Small Causes, which 
hab Jong beon uuder discussion, This bill, I beliove, hag been 
pasaad. 
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4. [beg leave respectfully to axpress my entira ngree- 
mont with the opinion of ILis Mxcellenoy in Council as to 
the expediency of a law to afford practical facilities for tho 
registration of contracts for the delivery of agricultural pro- 
duce, as being a provision that 1s much required, The 
common practice remarked upon in the report of the Indigo 
Oommissionors, of taking tho signatures of ryots lo blank 
papers, and other considerations arising from tho suipulations 
of some of the form of agreement in use, and ihe unlettorad 
character of ryots in genoral, lead me to the conclusion that 
the registration of contracts of this sort should be impere- 
tive; that on the one hand the identity of the contracting 
party should bo ascertained, and certified af the time of 
rogistration ; and that it should be tho duty of the regis. 
teling officer to assure himself that the contracting party 
understands perfectly all tho stipniations in the writton 
agreement, and frecly consents to them; whilst on the other 
hand, his acknowledgment of the receipt of the consideration 
for which ho has mado the agreement, should at the sane 
tite be recorded for the soourity of tho party giving the 
consideration, I can seo no practical difloulty in providing 
menus for such a system of registration. All Moonsifly, all 
Doputy Collectors and Deputy Magistrates, all Assistanta, 
aud all Sub-divisional OMlcers aro available for this business ; 
and any numbor of rospectablo officers can bo specially ap- 
pointed to perform it, that may be found to bo necessary, 
moving from place to place for tho purpose. A smull feo 
on registration, probably a feo of four annas, and cortainly 
a fee of eight anuas, would pay all charges, ‘This should bo 
paid by the party interested in obtaining a document, undor 
which he could sue in caso of breach of contract, and which 
will bo to him an unquestionable recoipt for paymonts made, 


6. Tam, like Mx, Sconce, unable to suggest any, course of 
procedure for the trial of suits for breach of such contracts 
as these, that shall be nore prompt ov effective, consistently 
with the ends of justico, than the new Code of Civil 
procedure 18, if properly worked. ‘That Code was framed, 
after iufinito paring, and long consideration, by gautle. 
men, thon whom, I believe, none over before mat to- 
gother in [ndia, who amonyst thom combined great natural 
ability with so much required knowledge of the practical 
working of the Indian Country Courts, of the Tndinn Courts 
of Wnglish Taw, and of Muglish Courts, Aud it was the 
ruling object of all these gontlomen, to simplify procedure 
to tho utmost possible degree; and to get rid of everything 
that tonds unnecessarily to delay judgment and execution, 
The resull of allthe onquiries L have mado from the Native 
Judges, by whom nonrly all orginal suits aro tried, and of 
whom I have now scon many in different parts of tho Lower 
Provineas, is that the new procedure, in working, has been 
snecessful even above all hope. Cases are now rapidly de- 
cided, excepting of courses peculiar casos where all thie 
necessary facts cannot be got at without delny; and ag tho 
whole system is now, and is very differont from that to which 
the judgos have heen reonstomed all thair ives Uefore, if it 
does woll now, it is quite certain that it will do batter aller 
longer practice, 

G. Taking a practical view of the question, | soe no 
rensounhle ground for axpeoling any material improvemont 
in point of promplitude, from any change in the procedure 
of any Conets thet may be established, whieh are intended 
to do full justice between the parties in suits before them, 
The plaini, under tha new Code, niay he compressed iu a 
few lines, and should bo rvojoctod if redundant, Tt must 
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be accompanied by any document mainly relied on, No 
written pleadings are required, and the defendant is immo. 
diately summoned for a day fixed for the trial of the case 
(the documents and witnesses on both sides being called for), 
if the nature of the suit is such as to allow of so summary a 
course, or otherwise, for the settlemont of the point or points 
really at issue between the parties; and when these are settled 
the case may go to trial as soon as tho evidence enn be pro- 
cured, In fixing days for the trial, or the settlement of 
issues, the judgo has no need to allow an hour more than 
is reasonable and fair, under the circumstances of tho 
case in hand. The execution isas simple and as prompt as 
the trial, In short, unless by asummary suit is meant a 
suit in which the evidence and arguments on both sides ave 
not to be thoroughly gone into, all suits under the new Coda 
of Civil procedure are summary stits; and in no suit, under 
this procedure, can any delay ariso, which is not rendered 
necessary by the specialties of tho case, if the lw is properly 
worked, and if the Court before which the suit is brought, is 
not in arrear, 

7. Mr. Tlarington’s Small Cause Court Procedure is 
not,and does not profess to ho more prompt than any 
Court ander the new Code may be, and ought to be, when 
trying the class of cases for which, in particular placos, the 
Sinall Cause Courts ure intended, The ohject of these Small 
Canse Oourts, which In: my opinion is an admirable 
object, is to provide in great towns, suburbs, marta, and 
other very popnleus and wealthy places, in which Small 
Causes of simple nature are numerous, a Court of a 
very high order, and of course oxponsive in a correspon- 
ding degree, exclisively for this class of onses, In the 
places for which such Courts are intended, it is expect- 
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od that, ns iv Calentla, suah Courts, govtly though thay will 
be, will pny thomeelves 3 tho advantages will bo that, const, 
doring the high order of tha Court and tho unture of tho 
phils it is to try, appeals may bo dispensed with snfely, and 
without giving the suitors digiatisfaction; and that from the 
absence of all elnssos of casas whioh aro in thow nature intr. 
cate and long, it will bea possible to provont ia praatice all 
delay in cnling on causes ng faust aa days can be fixed for 
trying them. It is a part of the schomo, that in those 
places where a Small Cause Court is established, the class of 
gases cognisable by such Court are excluded from all other 
Courts within the jurisdiction of tho Small Canso Court, 


8. It does pot appear to mo that any benefit enn be de. 
rived from theso Courts in several cistriets, I should cer- 
tainly rojoi¢e wera 16 possible to create half a doven Civil 
Courts in every district,—~one, for oxamplo, in every Sub- 
division, whereof the Judge should be paid Rupees 600 or 
Rupees 700 a month, as is contemplated for theso Small 
Cause Courts, But that, I fear, is quite ont of the question. 
‘There avo nota great many Districts in which there ia one 
placo so popnlous and rich os to require, and to be able to 
support, such » Court, Now if only ono such Oourt were 
estublishad, having jivisdiolion «all over a rural District, the 
effect wonld he pernicions in the highost dogreo: for in that 
ine partionlar glass of enses, heing tho alass which above all 
others will lanst stand against tho incouvonicness of distant 
justice, one Court would be substituted for perhaps a dozen 
courts nt present scattered over tho free of the country, 
tha result would be, that a man having w auit Lo lodge, af 
unfortunately for him, and his advaranry, tho naturo of their 
dispute should bo very simple, would havo to coma in 
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seyenty miles perhaps for the trial, instead of having it tried 
hy the Moousiff next door. 


9, But I believe that the whole object ean be gained by 
the simple executive step, of providing, whenever wnusual 
provision for these contract cases is required, an additional 
stat of Moonsifls, expressly for the trial of these cases under 
tho regular code of procedure, whereby the only cause of 
probable want of promptitude I know of, namely, a file of 
arrenrs, cluding several long cases, will he avoided, Simi- 
larly, provision may be made for the immediate trial of all 
appeals in such cases, by providing an additional Judge for 
the* Districts in question, for this special purpose amongat 
others. 


10. I believe that an additional Civil and Sessions Judge 
will be required for Kishnaghur, Jessore, and Pubnah, in 
order to the prompt disposal of appeals from the summary 
decisions of Magistratcs in cases of possession under Act LV, 
and of appeals from tho Civil decrees of Collectors undor 
“Act X. Ihave had yonson to believe that tho Additional 
Civil and Soasions Judgeship of Chittagong may now be 
abolished ; on this point I hava consulted the Suddor Court, 
which court has report that the abolition may be carried 
out; [ propose, if the Governor-General in Couneil ap- 
proves, to trausfer this office to the districts indicated, 
for the express purpose above explained, whereby the object 
will be attained without increase of expense. 


11. In tho matter of Sub-divisions, I have already, 
acting under the permission conyeyed in the orders of the 
Hon’ble Court of Directors, No, 61, dated 4th Novembor 
1867, and the general sanction of the Government of 
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Indin in conformity therewith, ereated several new Sub. 
divisions in the Tudigo Districts, There are alrondy con. 
atituted four Sub-divisions in Jessore, four in Nuddaa, tywe 
in Pubna, south of the Ganges, and three in’ Baraset, I 
have, with the aid of tho experienced Commissioner af 
Nuddea, now matured a scheme for the re-arrangomant of 
tha Sub-divisions in lia Division, whereby there will be 
very equally sproad over the country, and posted at the 
most important places, hesidos tho Sndder Stations, each 
of which forms, as it were, « Sub-division, flye Sub-divisions 
in Jessore, four in Nuuldes, two in Barasol, and two in the 
24-Porgunnahs, besides two Sab-divisions in Pubna, South 
of the Ganges, aud besides the two small Cautonument Sub- 
divisions of Barrackporo and Dum Dum, under ench of 
which there isa 'Thannah ombracing a considerable rural 
tract. There will thus be immediataly in this quarter, 
magisterial authorities at twonty-ono dillurent points, 
generally not more than 26 miles apart, and nevor, I beliove, 
mora than 80 milos apart. Thus, one of the eight Commis- 
sionorships of which tho Lower Provinces consist, is provided 
for, ILis Exealloney in Council will recognise the importance 
of this improvement, on learning that in all this groat tragt 
of country, up to the Jalter end of tho your 1843, thero 
were no officers having any magisterial power whatover, 
oxcept ati the four etations of Allipore, Baraset, dessore, 
nnd Rishnaghur, 

12, Idonot think that in this Conmnissionership moro 
is demanded in this way; and I purpose to take up all the 
remaining Coramissionerships, one after the other, in the 
sume manner, ‘hore is much to bo date in all Qominis- 
sionerships in the proper arrangemont, as woll as in the mul. 
tiplication of Sub-divisions, 


s 


( 129 ) 


13, In the matter of a hettor Polico, if Tis Mxcolleney in 
Council sees no objection, I propose to await the passing of 
the Bill that has just beon introduced in the Legislative 
Council by tho Tonble Sir Bartle Frere, For presont pur- 
poses ] have no reason to fear that the hands of the Hxecutive 
nuthorily aro not sufficicntly strong in the Indigo Districts, 


14, Tho four points on which the Government of India 
gayo me instructions in thts eller arc— 


1. A multiplication of Sub-divisions, 


2, <A better Police, 


| 
8. Civil Courts of prompt and effective proceduro. 


4, Cheap and casy Registration of Contracts for delivery 
of agricultural produce, 


IT believe that the first object has been adequately provided 
for; and that the second must await the Legislative action 
aready commenced, The third appears to ime to require 
any exaoutive action, which tho sanction of Ilis Macellency 
in Council will cneblo me to carry out. On tho fourth point 
T will reqnest Mr. Sconce to tako tho question into his ime 
medinto considoration, with s view to the early preparation 
ofa Bill to be laid before tho Legislative Council, 
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Appendix to Pamphiot entitled “ Papors relating to the Culliva- 
tion of Indigo in the Prosidency of Bonpal, 1860,” 


eee 


From W. Groy, Esg., Seoretary do the Government of India, 
Tlome Deparimont, lo W. 8, Srrow-Maun, Msg. Olledating 
Scorotary to the Government of Bengal,—-(No. 2168, diated 
the 28th December 1860.) 

Sin,—-War1 roference to your letter No, 68038, dated 21th 
ullimo, submitting a Minuto dated 23rd idem, recorded by 
the Licutenant-Governor, with seforence to the ropresenta- 
lions made by the Committee of the Indigo Planters’ Asso- 
ciasion, in their Seeretary’s letter dated 13th October, I am 
directed by the President in Couneil to forward, lor the 
information of the Lioutenant-Governor, tho accompanying 
copy of a lotter* on tho subject, 
from the Ofligiatine Seevetary 
with the Govormor Genoral. 


eater cpap diipihp em 


* No, 31, dated 21th instunt. 


From A. R, Younc, Haq, Officiating Secretary to the Govern. 
mont of India, with the Governor General, to the Seeretary to 
the Govornmont of India, Home Department,—-(No. 3J, 
dated Camp Lour, the 24th Docomber 1860.) 

Sin,—IL iave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
lettor dated 80th ultimo, Na, 2707, and of its enclosures, 
revarding certain represontations made by tho Committee ol 
{he Indigo Plantora’. Association in a lotlor from their 
Seerotary dated the 18th October. 


2, Tho Governor Goneral having read the Minute of the 
Licutenant-Governor of Bengal, dated the 23rd ultimo, for- 
warded by you, and the papers accompanying iL, desires me 
io state thal he concurs with the President in Council in 
considering that there is nothing in the letter of the 13th 
October, from the Indigo Planters’ Association, which should 


affeuk dhe opinion mrendy expressed hy the Governor General 
or Council, that the coudueb of tlhe Benet Goyerument, and 
of ita Ollcers generally, dxer been marked by a steietly 
imipartid adminiatration of the Taw to all classes concerned, 

3 Prother, and in anewer to the Plth and f5th para. 
eviphs of the Laieutenunt-CGoverbor's Minule of tha 23rd 
ullime, the Governor General desires ine to express tig 
opinion that there are nok, in IGiy Honors previous Minute 
of the 17th August, any general charges, the withdrawal of 
whiel: can be demanded juslly, 


